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Annex B  The Instructions for covenants 2003 
(Only relevant part is translated) 
 

Regulation on the Instructions for covenants 2003 
In force from 01-02-2003 to the present 

Regulation of 21 January 2003 establishing the Instructions for covenants 

(…….) 

Artikel 1 

The Instructions for covenants are attached as an appendix to this regulation. 

(………) 
 
Appendix Instructions for covenants (relevant parts) 

Section 1. Scope 

Instruction 1 

1. These instructions apply to all covenants the central government enters into, insofar as this is 
not incompatible with the nature of the covenant. 

2. In these instructions, ‘covenant’ has the following meaning: 
a. a written agreement signed by the parties or a series of such agreements, however named, 
b. by the central government with one or more other parties, 
c. that relates fully or in part to the exercise of public authority, 
d. or that otherwise is aimed fully or in part at the preparation or implementation of 

government policy. 
3. In these instructions, covenant does not mean an agreement that depending on its content may 

be entered into between members of the public. 
 

 

Instruction 2 

The Instructions are observed by all ministers and state secretaries, the units that fall under their 
authority and any persons involved in drawing up the covenants. 

(………) 

Instruction 10 

1. If a covenant includes agreements on the use of powers under public law or on other 
government activities, the third-party interests involved in the exercise of those powers or 
activities will be taken into consideration. 

2. Depending on the type of covenant and the nature of the ensuing requirements, due 
consideration is given whether to involve interested third-parties or advisory bodies. 

 
 Explanation  

(…..)  
Second paragraph:  
Based on Section 3:1(2) of the General Administrative Law Act, the participatory and advisory 



provisions of that Act apply accordingly to covenants, among other things. That means that the 
administrative body concerned may decide to declare the Uniform Public Preparatory Procedure in 
part 3.4 of that Act applicable to preparing and concluding a covenant. 

 

(……..) 


