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	Date of submission
	21 August 2012 

	Party concerned
	United Kingdom

	Articles concerned

	9.4 and 9(5)

	Text of the communication
	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant and the Party concerned on this web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communication alleges that the Party concerned by failing to ensure that costs of litigation are not prohibitively expensive, prevents NGOs and individuals from having access to justice in environmental matters, and fails to comply with article 9, paragraphs 4 and 5, of the Convention. In particular, the communicant disputed the costs awarded (GBP 11813, a vast majority of which constituted Counsel’s fees), when its application for permission to apply for Judicial Review of the designation by the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change of the National Policy Statement for Nuclear Power Generation in the country was refused. The communicant requested reduction of the original costs down to GBP 1500, on the grounds that the amount was excessive and fell under the Aarhus Convention. The request was refused and an order was granted that the communicant pay GBP 8000. The Order stated that the Convention had only been incorporated into the UK law to the extent that an EC Directive was involved; and as EC Directives were not involved in that case, it was considered Aarhus-irrelevant.



	Number of supporting documents
	8

	Original language
	English

	Translation
	Not needed

	Formal completeness
	Yes

	Confidentiality requested
	No

	Receipt acknowledged
	24 August 2012

	Date forwarded to CC
	3 September 2012

	Remarks by secretariat
	

	Determination on admissibility
	Preliminarily determined admissible at CC-38 (25-28 September 2012).

	Summary proceedings
	No

	Additional information requested from the communicant
	No

	Communication forwarded to the Party
	Yes, by letter of 30 October 2012

	Additional information requested from or points raised with the Party
	No

	Response due from the Party
	30 March 2013

	Delay for response requested
	Yes

	Documentation from the Party
	

	Discussion is scheduled for
	CC-41 (25-28 June 2013)

	Draft findings and recommendations
	

	Comments on draft findings and recommendations
	

	Findings and recommendations
	


� These are the provisions of the Convention cited in the communication. The Committee may determine that different provisions of the Convention are relevant.


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.





