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MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT
PhDr. Ivo Hlaváč
Deputy Minister – Director General of the Directorate of Technical Protection of Environment
Prague, 30 April 2012 
Ref.no.: 30524/ENV/12
Dear Mr Schwarze,
I am responding to your letter of 5 April 2012 (ref.no.: 54-4610.10/1/5), which was received by the Ministry of the Environment of the CR (hereinafter referred to as the “MoE CR”) on 13 April 2012 and addressed to the Director of the Department of Environmental Impact Assessment and Integrated Prevention, Mrs. Jaroslava Honová. In this letter you confirm receipt of the translation of the environmental impact expert report on the “New nuclear source in the Temelín locality, including power transmission to the Kočín switch yard” project (hereinafter referred to as the “expert report”). In your letter you also mentioned that you expected that the expert report would be published during the month of April or in the beginning of May and requested a 30 day extension to the deadline for submission of comments. I should like to make the following points regarding your letter.
In order to speed up the process of disclosure and to facilitate access by the German public, the MoE CR produced a full German translation of the expert report. We then sent you this translation in both printed and electronic form in a letter dated 19 March 2012, in accordance with Article 2 para. 6 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (hereinafter referred to as the “Espoo Convention”), and requested that you publish it without delay. According to the information contained in this letter, the MoE CR published the translation of this expert report in the EIA information system on www.mzp.cz/eia on 21 March 2012. Given that, following on from your letter of 5 April 2012, the MoE CR received no further information concerning the exact date of publication of the assessment, through normal working channels, and given the length of time that had elapsed, the MoE CR published a translation of the expert report on its home page www.mzp.cz for the German public on 18 April 2012, which was over and above its obligations, and sent out information regarding this publication to the Czech and foreign media through press releases. We therefore regard this date as the publication date of the expert report for the German public. Through an email dated 24 April 2012 (Mr. Vorläufer), the MoE CR was informed that the expert report was only to be published on 7 May 2012.
Following on from the above, in particular from the period between the time the expert report was sent out and its publication, and in accordance with Article 2 para. 6 of the Espoo Convention, which requires that the opportunity provided to the public of the affected Party to participate in relevant environmental impact assessment procedures regarding proposed activities be equivalent to the opportunity provided to the public of the Party of origin, and at the same time in accordance with Section 12 para. 1 of Act No. 100/2001 Coll., on environmental impact assessment and amending some related Acts (Act on Environmental Impact Assessment), as amended (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”), which enables a prolongation of the deadlines for viewpoints in cases of transboundary assessment by up to 30 days, provided the affected state so requests, I declare that the deadline for viewpoints regarding the assessment will be extended by 10 days, in other words to 16 June 2012, or 18 June 2012. The MoE CR expects to receive all comments concerning the project under review from your side by this deadline, along with any other relevant documents.
At the same time I would like to give you advance notice of the date and location of the public hearing, which will take place on 22 June 2012 from 10 a.m. in České Budějovice. An official invitation will be sent in the near future.
Finally, I would like to ask you to inform me of the date and specific location of the public hearing for the Federal Republic of Germany. The MoE CR considers it essential that the public debate take place before the public hearing in the CR on 22 June 2012, in other words during the period from 21 May to 15 June 2012, bearing in mind that the public hearing in Austria will take place on 30 May 2012. I will leave the choice of venue for the public debate entirely to your discretion and I assume that the specific place and date will be agreed in collaboration with both of the affected provinces in order that the expectations and requirements of the German population be best reflected. I also note that you will need to ensure all organisational matters relating to the public debate at the location decided, we would also appreciate your engaging a qualified moderator. The MoE CR will provide the necessary cooperation and coordination during the preparation of the event, as well as the participation of experts who will reply to any questions posed. These aspects were addressed in more detail in the original letter from Minister Tomáš Chalupa to the Federal Environment Minister, Norbert Röttgen and dated 13 February 2012 (attached).
Attachment: letter from Minister Tomáš Chalupa for Minister Norbert Röttgen dated 13 February 2012 
Yours sincerely,
Sehr geehrter Herr
Hartmut Schwarze
Sächsisches Staatsministerium für Umwelt und Landwirtschaft
Archivstraße 1, Postfach 10 05 10, 01076 Dresden
Bundesrepublik Deutschland
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