MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT
PhDr. Ivo Hlaváč
Deputy Minister – Director General of the Directorate of Technical Protection of Environment
In Prague, 16 August 2010 Ref.no.: 68687/ENV/10
Dear Mr Brandmair,
I am responding to your letter ref.no. 91a-U8804.5-2010/2-10 of 26 July 2010, addressed to the Director of the Department of Environmental Impact Assessment, Mrs. Jaroslava Honová with regard to extending the deadline for comments on the documentation concerning the environmental impacts of the “New nuclear source in the Temelín locality, including power transmission to the Kočín switch yard” project (hereinafter referred to as the “documentation”).
With regard to this case, we would like to inform you of the following in terms of the environmental impact assessment process (hereinafter referred to as the “EIA process”) performed in accordance with Act No. 100/2001 Coll., on environmental impact assessment and amending some related Acts (Act on Environmental Impact Assessment), as amended (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”).
The Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic (hereinafter referred to as “MoE CR”), as the competent authority, in accordance with Article 4 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (hereinafter referred to as the “Espoo Convention”), in accordance with Section 13 para. 3 of the Act and on the basis of an email dated 1 September 2008, in which you announced your interest in participating in a transboundary environmental impact assessment, sent you copies of the documentation with a letter, ref.no. 57167/ENV/10 on 29 June 2010 requesting its publication and your comments.
The MoE CR received your request to extend the deadline for comments on the documentation to 30 September 2010 in your letter, ref.no. 91a-U8804.5-2010/2-10 of 26 July 2010, together with a statement that the information concerning the documentation had been published during the period from 2 August 2010 to 31 August 2010.
Pursuant to Article 2 para. 6 of the Espoo Convention, which requires that the opportunity provided to the public of the affected Party to participate in relevant environmental impact assessment procedures regarding proposed activities be equivalent to the opportunity provided to the public of the Party of origin, in accordance with Section 12 para. 1 of the Act, which enables a prolongation of the deadlines for viewpoints in cases of transboundary assessment by up to 30 days, provided the affected state so requests and also with regard to Article 7 para. 3 (b) of the EIA Directive, I am informing you that the MoE CR has agreed to prolong the deadline by 30 days, i.e. to 30 September 2010. The MoE CR assumes that by this date it will have received all the comments from your side, as well as any other relevant documents relating to the project under review.
Given the fact that your request will extend the EIA process for the project in question, we would request, in order to minimise any downtime in the EIA process, that any comments received from the public and the government, together with any documentation and studies relevant to the EIA process, are continuously sent on to the MoE CR to enable the Czech Party to organise translations of these comments. I would request that you confirm your agreement to this procedure.
I should also like to inform you that the offer made by the MoE CR to hold consultations in accordance with the Espoo Convention still stands. The MoE CR will also inform the Czech-German Environmental Commission, as well as the Czech-German Commission Cooperating in the area of nuclear safety of the progress made in the EIA process.
Yours sincerely,
Dr. Brandmair
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