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Association for Nature, Environment and Sustainable Development “Sunce” Split
Split, December 6, 2007
No.  313/07
Ministry of Environmental Protection, Physical Planning and Construction,

Attn: Mr. Nikola Ružinski, State secretary for environmental protection   

Ulica Republike Austrije   20

10000 Zagreb

RE: Participation of public in elaboration of Waste management plan in the City of Split
Dear Sirs,

Pursuant to the information on the completion of the preparation of Waste management plan in the City of Split (company ECOINA for environmental protection d.o.o.) and its planned adoption by Split City Council, we would like to notify you on the procedure, that has been accomplished beyond legal provisions. 

During the elaboration of the said plan, there have not been taken the opinions and attitudes of public, other concerned stakeholders, and among others, Association Sunce.

During the years 2006 and 2007 the Association Sunce has been actively participating in the elaboration of “Plan of allocation of recycling yards and green islands in City of Split”, since it has been invited by the City and the by the company GIS plan d.o.o. in charge of the elaboration. Besides the Association Sunce, in the elaboration of the subject plan have also participated the representatives of Croatian Chamber of Economy-County Chamber Split, Split-Dalmatia County, Čistoća d.d. (Public utility company for cleaning services), Parkovi i nasadi d.d. (Public utility company for landscaping), Zeleni Dalmacije (Environmental party) and others.

Already within the elaboration of Plan of allocation of recycling yards and green islands in the City of Split (workshops held on November 8, 2006; April 25, 2007; August 24, 2007 - enclosed invitations and minutes) and as well in our declaration (enclosed) we have been indicating the necessity of previous elaboration of Waste management plan in the City of Split and our wish and interest to participate in the elaboration of such plan.

Therefore we have really been unpleasantly surprised by Waste management plan drafted in August 2008, without public participation.

Such procedure of the local administration has violated the provisions of AArhus Convention and the provisions of Croatian legislation (Environmental Protection Act) which prescribe the participation of public as indispensable condition in adoption of all relevant implementation documents.

Obviously the Plan has been drafted in short time without participation of key stakeholders in the process of waste management, and consequently its feasibility and efficient implementation become questionable.

World experiences show that involvement of all concerned parties and key stakeholders (associations, public utility companies, companies for secondary raw material processing etc.) in the first phases of the planning of such systems enable their subsequent successful implementation and finally lower costs.
National strategic documents have recognised the importance and benefit of public involvement.

Therefore we kindly ask you not to allow for the said Plan to become binding before the public is given the opportunity to provide its opinion and impact its revision.

Sincerely yours, 

 Gabrijela Medunić-Orlić, B.Sc.Eng.
Head of Programme

“Waste-Converting harm into a benefit” 

 (signed – sealed )
C/C:

City of Split

Sector of physical planning, urbanism and environmental protection

Attn: Mr. Branko Poljanić, member of City Board

City of Split

Administrative department for physical planning and environmental protection

Attn: Mrs. Marija Bronzović, Head

City of Split Mr. Ivan Kuret, Mayor

Obala kneza Branimira 17

21000 Split
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