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Association for Nature, Evioronment and Sustainable Development „Sunce“

Obala hrvatskog narodnog preporoda 7/III

21 000 Split

Split, 22. November 2012

Urbroj: 460/12

Ms. Aphrodite Smagadi

Secretary to the Aarhus Convention

United Nation Economic Commission for Europe

Environment and Human Settlement Division

Room 332, Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning compliance by Croatia in relation to public participation in the adoption of waste management plans (ACCC/C/2012/66).

Dear Mrs. Smagadi,

Further to your letter dated November 6, 2012. I am free to inform you that my colleague Ivana Grubišić and I are going to attend the discussion of communication ACC/C/2012/66 which is scheduled for Thursday, 13 December 2012. By this letter Association for Nature, Environment and Sustainable Development „Sunce“ is presenting a new document called Preparing a Waste Management Plan- A methodological guidance note (copy attached) that will substantiate our statement-.
Preparing a Waste Management Plan- A methodological guidance note (hereinafter referred to as: Guidelines) have been prepared by the European Topic Centre on Waste and Material Flows (it is an international consortium brought together to assist the European Environment Agency in its work) on the initiative of the European Commission (www.ees.europa.eu).
Mentioned Guidelines aim to provide a tool for waste management planning and to encourage preparing and adoption waste management plans on local level. Guidelines present a „step-by-step model“ as a source of inspiration for drawing up an individual/local waste management plan. One of the „steps“ is a „Consultation process“ which refers to public participation in determination of the future waste management plan.
Preparing a Waste Management Plan- A methodological guidance note are published in Croatia as a version of a document adjusted to the Croatian legislation in force and as such they were uploaded on Agencija za zaštitu okoliša
 (AZO- Croatian Environment Agency, www.azo.hr ) official web site. These Guidelines are not legally binding document but they only give guidelines on how to prepare and adopt a waste management plan on local level (town and municipality). As one of the „steps“ Guidelines anticipate public participation. If Croatian legislation in force did not stipulate public participation in preparation and adoption of waste management plans, that step would be omitted from adjusted and published document and whole framework would be consisted of five instead of six  „steps“.  AZO as one of the most important institutions of environmental protection, especially in the area of waste management, would not on its official web site uploaded document which informs public incorrectly.
Namely, the purpose of waste management plans is to give an outline of waste streams, ways of primary selection and treatment options. In order to have an efficient and well- functioning waste management system it is important that the public understands the system and supports it.

Therefore, please take into your consideration this new written material which substantiates our statements.
Sincerely yours,

On behalf of Association Sunce

Patricija Granić, LL.M.

signed- sealed

Attachment:

1. Copy of  Preparing a Waste Management Plan- A methodological guidance note
� Croatian Environment Agency is an independent public institution established by a decision of the government of the Republic of Croatia to collect, integrate, and process environmental data.


The need to establish the Croatian Environment Agency as a focal institution into which all relevant environmental data will be channelled has been defined:


In the basic strategic environmental protection document - the Environmental Protection Strategy of the Republic of Croatia, which dedicates a separate section to the need for establishment of an independent and specialised Agency and its objectives, defining it as a central professional body and a potential promoter of sustainable development; By Implementation Plan for the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Community and its Member States and the Republic of Croatia (Article 81 on establishment of the Croatian Environment Agency);


By the need to upgrade the infrastructure necessary for efficient enforcement of the environmental policy (Ministry, Agency, Fund);


Through harmonisation of the Croatian legal and institutional environmental protection framework with that of the European Union.
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