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24 June 2011

Ms Aphrodite Smagadi

Secretary to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee

Environment Division

Bureau 332 

Palais des Nations

CH - 1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Dear Madam

COMPLAINT AGAINST THE UNITED KINGDOM FOR NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE AARHUS CONVENTION – (ACCC/C/2010/56)

I enclose my amended application to the Committee in the form as indicated in the Guidance document that has been sent to me.

I hope that the application is now in the correct form and I would consider that it satisfies the tests of admissibility, as it sets out the relevant facts, the alleged violations and the provisions of the Convention applicable.

I understand that only the issue of admissibility is being considered at this stage and not the underlying merits etc.  As the application is now in the correct form, I would contend that it is admissible.

I also supply by attachment folders various supporting documents relating to statutory provisions and some decisions of local authorities etc. that have a bearing on my complaints to the Committee.

I also include several decisions of the Planning Inspector in respect of appeals brought by aggrieved applicants for planning permission, in order to show the scope of these appeals and how the Planning Inspector arrives at his decision.

You will be aware that my main complaint is that third party objectors cannot at present bring such appeals.

In addition, I have also in this formal application document raised the additional issue of making oral presentations to planning committees, as I have been denied this right by Camden Council, and also the City of Westminster Council and Wandsworth London Borough Council have a blanket ban on such deputations.

I hope therefore that this can be incorporated in the present complaint without the necessity of making a fresh application.

I also wasn’t aware that the application should have been sent two weeks prior to the Committee meeting.  Unfortunately I have had many other matters to deal with, and would therefore apologise if this has caused any inconvenience.

I hope however that this matter may now be considered at the forthcoming meeting, but if the Committee feels that it should be adjourned to their next meeting I have of course no objection.

If there are any additional matters or shortcomings found in my current application, I would be most grateful if you could notify me of this at your kind convenience.

Yours faithfully

Mr T Ewing 

Encs







