Order of the Minister of Environment of the Republic of Kazakhstan on May 7, 2007 № 135-a
On approval of rules for public hearings
 
In accordance with paragraph 30) of Article 17 of the Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated January 9, 2007 order:
1. Approve the attached Rules for public hearings.
2. To bring this Order to the structural and territorial subdivisions of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
3. This order shall come into force after ten calendar days after the date of first publication.
 
 
Minister Iskakov
 
Approved
Order of the Minister of
Environment
Republic of Kazakhstan
May 7, 2007 № 135-p
 
 
Regulations
holding public hearings
 
1. General Provisions
 
1. These Regulations are designed in accordance with the Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan on January 9, 2007 and shall govern the organization and conduct of public hearings to discuss the materials evaluation of environmental impact (hereinafter - the EIA).
2. The rules are based on the principles of ensuring the constitutional rights of citizens and public organizations on the timely receipt of a sufficient and complete information about the environment and public participation in environmental decision-decision-making.
3. In these regulations, the terms and definitions provided in the Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well as:
1) The public - individuals or legal entities, including NGOs, expressing the interests of the population;
2) The public concerned - is the public which is affected by the implementation of decisions on matters relating to the environment.
3) public hearings - a procedure to identify public opinion in order to integrate them into the decision-making on issues which may adversely affect the environment.
4. Public hearings are conducted for projects, implementation of which may have a direct impact on the environment and public health.
5. At the public hearings are the results of the pre-EIA and project materials proposed economic activity, which could have a significant impact on the environment and human health, taking into account one of the three (or in the aggregate) parameters, namely size, period and intensity of exposure.
6. Public hearings involve equal to all interested parties an opportunity to express its reasoned opinion on the subject under discussion based on the study of documentary information relevant to the matter and not containing confidential information.
7. Participants in public hearings are as follows:
1) the public concerned;
2) The public and non-governmental organizations and associations;
3) the local executive and representative bodies, government agencies, the responsibility for the decision-making under discussion;
4) the media.
8. Public hearing to discuss the materials evaluation of environmental impact organize customer (originator) of the planned administrative, economic, investment and other activities (hereinafter - the Customer).
9. Customer pre-negotiates with local agencies time and place for public hearings and publish an ad in the media to hold public hearings on the content of impact assessment of planned economic activities on the environment, with time and locations. Placing an ad to be implemented at the state and Russian languages ​​for 20 days before the date of public hearing.
The customer may use additional or other methods of informing the public (leaflets, displays, etc.).
10. The declaration also states the office address where the public can familiarize themselves with the EIA.
11. From the date of the official announcement of public hearings on the draft EIA Client provides access to the members of the public project EIA, taking and recording observations and suggestions.
12. On the day of the public hearing at the appointed time and place designated in the registration of participants in the hearings conducted (15-30 minutes prior to the hearing).
 
 
2. The procedure for public hearings
 
13. Public hearing opened representative of the local executive bodies.
14. Approve the agenda, schedule and elected chairman and secretary who shall keep the minutes of public hearings.
15. Heard reports from the Customer of planned economic activity and an assessment of the impact on the environment.
16. Representatives of the interested public to express opinions, ask questions. Presenters answer questions from the public. At the hearing the opportunity to speak to everyone in accordance with established regulations.
17. Customer arranges recording and collection of reports, questions, answers and explanations. It is also possible the implementation of audio and video recordings.
18. The results of public hearings, public hearings in the protocol signed by the chairman and secretary. A copy of the passed to the local executive bodies.
19. The customer is analyzing the results of public hearings and decides to finalize the project taking into account public opinion.
20. The customer is the state environmental review record of public hearings and draft results of the EIA revised in the light of public opinion, if a qualified basis, based on normative legal acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well as public comment on the proposals on which the Client considers unreasonable changes and Additions to the project.
21. Public hearings are conducted independently of the number of present members of the public, including the interested public, who came at the appointed time.
22. Funding, logistical and information support of the public hearing to discuss the materials assess the impact on the environment at the expense of the Customer.
