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REGULATIONS

ON THE CONDUCT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. These Regulations lay out the procedure for the conduct of environmental impact assessment (hereafter - impact assessment), including those considering possible transboundary impact, of a proposed economic or other activity, including activity in the field of use of nuclear energy (hereafter - proposed activity).

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

2. These regulations use the basic terms and their definitions within the meanings set out by the State Environmental Review Act of the Republic of Belarus of 9 November 2009 (National Register of Legislation of the Republic of Belarus, 2009, No. 276, 2/1606), the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context signed in Espoo on 25 February 1991, and the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters signed in Aarhus on 25 June 1998.

3. The aims of impact assessment are:

3.1. to comprehensively examine all environmental and related socio-economic and other effects of a proposed activity before a decision is taken on its implementation;

3.2. to identify optimal design decisions to prevent or minimise the possible significant adverse impact of a proposed activity on the environment;

3.3. to adopt effective measures to minimise the possible significant adverse effect of a proposed activity on the environment and human health;

3.4. to assess the admissibility (non-admissibility) of a proposed activity on the site selected.

4. The main principles of impact assessment are:

4.1. prevention, i.e. the conduct of impact assessment before a decision is taken to implement a proposed activity and use of the outcomes of this assessment to develop design solutions that ensure environmental safety;

4.2 presumption of the potential environmental danger of a proposed activity;

4.3 consideration of alternatives, i.e. analysis of alternatives for the location and (or) the implementation of the proposed activity, including its non-implementation (the no-action alternative);

4.4 comprehensiveness, i.e. estimation of the total environmental impact of an on-going or proposed activity;

4.5. timely and effective public information, transparency, and consideration of public opinion on questions of the environmental impact of a proposed activity;

(Subsection 4.5 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

4.6. objectivity and scientific soundness, i.e. the unbiased and professional preparation of environmental impact assessment;

4.7. accuracy and completeness of information, i.e. inclusion in the impact assessment procedure of information that is as complete as possible, allowing environmentally sound decisions to be taken.

5. The outcomes of impact assessment are:

5.1. main findings on the nature and magnitude of the environmental impact of various options for the location and (or) the implementation of the proposed activity;

5.2 a description of the environmental and related socio-economic and other effects of a proposed activity and an assessment of their significance;

5.3. a description of measures to prevent, minimise or compensate for the possible significant adverse impact of a proposed activity on the environment and to improve socio-economic conditions;

5.4. rationale for the selection of a priority location for the installation and of the best available technical and other solutions for the proposed activity, and for its non-implementation (the no-action alternative).

6. During the conduct of impact assessment, design organisations shall use complete, reliable and up-to-date baseline information, verified and accredited means and methods of measurement, and properly approved methodologies and calculations for the assessment of the possible negative effects of the proposed activity on the environment and human health.

CHAPTER 2

IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE

7. Impact assessment shall be carried out during the elaboration of project documentation in the initial phase of project planning for installations listed in the first part of Article 13 of the State Environmental Review (Expertiza) Act of the Republic of Belarus and shall include the following stages:

7.1. elaboration and approval of a programme for the conduct of environmental impact assessment (hereafter - the EIA programme);

7.2. conduct of international procedures in the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity;

7.3 elaboration of a report on environmental impact assessment (hereafter the EIA report);

7.4. conduct of discussions on the EIA report with the public whose rights and legal interests may be affected by the implementation of the project, on the territory of the Republic of Belarus (hereafter - public discussions) and in the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity, on the territory of affected parties (hereafter - public discussions on the territory of affected parties);

7.5. conduct of consultations in the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity with affected parties on comments and suggestions received from them relating to the EIA report;

7.6. final amendment of the EIA report, inter alia based on comments and suggestions from the public and affected parties, in the event of identification of environmental impacts not considered in the EIA report or in connection with amendments made to the project documentation, if these amendments are related to an environmental impact;

(Subsection 7.6 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

7.7. submission of amended project documentation for the proposed activity, including the EIA report, for state environmental review (expertiza);

7.8. conduct of state environmental review of project documentation, including the EIA report, for the proposed activity;

7.9. approval of project documentation for the proposed activity, including the EIA report, according to the procedure established by law;

7.10. in the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity, the submission of the approved EIA report and the decision on the proposed activity to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection (hereafter - the Ministry of the Environment) in order for affected parties to be informed.

7-1. Impact assessment shall be conducted for an installation in its entirety. Impact assessment shall not be permitted on stages of work, phases of construction, or start-up and commissioning facilities that are separately identified in the project documentation for the installation.

(Section 7-1 inserted by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)
8. The EIA programme shall be produced by the design organisation by agreement with the developer.

The EIA programme shall define the structure of the EIA report and the schedule, scope and level of detail of impact assessment, based on the specifics of the proposed activity and the complexity of natural, social and technogenic conditions. The level of detail and scope of impact assessment shall be sufficient so as to allow a preliminary determination and assessment of possible environmental and related socio-economic and other effects of the proposed activity.

When drawing up the EIA programme, the design organisation shall, taking into consideration the criteria set out in Appendix I and Appendix III of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context, decide if the proposed activity may have a transboundary impact.

9. The EIA programme shall include:

9.1 a schedule for impact assessment;

9.2 information on the proposed activity and alternatives for its implementation;

9.3. sketch map of alternative locations for the proposed activity;

9.4. information on the proposed predictive and assessment methods and methodologies used to assess impact;

9.5. sections:

“The existing state of the environment and socio-economic and other conditions”;

“Preliminary assessment of the possible impact of alternatives for the location and (or) implementation of the proposed activity on environmental media and socio-economic and other conditions” (outlining types of impact and their magnitude);

“Proposed measures to prevent, minimise or compensate for an adverse environmental impact and to improve socio-economic conditions” (including information on the possibility of natural remediation and restoration of renewable natural resources);

“Likely emergencies and beyond design basis events. Proposed measures for prevention, response and post-crisis recovery”;

“Recommendations for a local environmental monitoring programme and on the need for a post-project analysis“;

“Assessment of possible transboundary impact” (in the form of separate sections for each affected party if the proposed activity may have a transboundary impact; the information stipulated in paragraphs 2 to 4 of this subsection shall be provided for each affected party).

10. If information is missing from the sections stipulated in Subsection 9.5 of these Regulations, the corresponding section shall indicate that it will be provided in the EIA report. In the event of the expected absence of a significant adverse transboundary impact, this fact shall be indicated in the corresponding section.

11. In the event of a possible significant transboundary impact of the proposed activity:

11.1. the design organisation in agreement with the developer shall prepare:

notice of the proposed activity in the format specified in the appendix;

a request for information about an affected party that is necessary for the EIA report, either concurrently with notice of the proposed activity or after receipt of a written reply from an affected party confirming its participation in impact assessment in a transboundary context;

11.2. the developer, or the design organisation by agreement with the developer, shall ensure the translation into English of the EIA programme and the documentation outlined in Subsection 11.1.

11.3. the developer shall ensure the submission to the Ministry of the Environment of the EIA programme, notice of the proposed activity and the request for information about an affected party that is necessary for the EIA report in Russian and in English on paper and electronic media.

12. The Ministry of the Environment shall within three working days send through diplomatic channels the documents specified in Subsection 11.3 of these Regulations and received from the developer to affected parties.

13. On receipt from affected parties of a written reply confirming their intention to participate in an impact assessment procedure in a transboundary context, the Ministry of the Environment shall within three working days send a copy of the reply accompanied by a list of comments and suggestions of affected parties on the EIA programme (if any) to the developer and the design organisation.

14. The EIA programme shall be subject to amendment to take account of the comments and suggestions of affected parties and to approval by the developer.

15. On the initiative of affected parties, either on their territory or with the agreement of the parties on the territory of the Republic of Belarus, consultations shall take place on the comments and suggestions received from the affected party on the EIA programme. Representatives of the developer and of the design organisation, and also if necessary representatives of the Ministry of the Environment, shall take part in these consultations from the Belarusian side.

16. The EIA report shall be drawn up on the basis of the outcomes of impact assessment and shall include:

16.1. a non-technical summary (as a separate section) containing an overview of the proposed activity and its environmental impact, including the transboundary impact, and proposed measures to prevent, minimise or compensate for this impact, and the results and conclusions of impact assessment;

16.2. information on the developer of the proposed activity;

16.3. information on the aims of and necessity for the proposed activity (including information on the compliance of the proposed activity with a previously adopted strategy, programme or sector development plan (for transport; heat, gas and water provision and sewage; land improvement; or other sector), confirmed by urban planning documentation);

16.4. a description of alternatives (territorial and (or) technological) for the location and (or) the implementation of the proposed activity, including its non-implementation (the no-action alternative);

16.5. an assessment of the existing state of the environment and socio-economic and other conditions on the territory of the Republic of Belarus and of affected parties in the case of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity;

16.6. a description of the main sources and possible types of environmental impact of each of the alternatives for the location and (or) the implementation of the proposed activity;

16.7. a forecast and assessment of changes to the environment and socio-economic conditions resulting from each of the alternatives for the proposed activity. Existing sources of impact within the area affected by the proposed activity and the particular characteristics of the environment shall be taken into account;

16.8. a description of measures to improve socio-economic conditions and to prevent, minimise or compensate for significant adverse environmental impact resulting from alternatives for the implementation of the proposed activity;

16.9. a prediction of likely emergency and beyond design basis events and an assessment of their consequences, and a description of measures for the prevention of, response to and recovery from such events;

16.10. rationale for the selection of a priority option for the location and (or) implementation of the proposed activity from among the alternatives examined;

16.11. information (as separate sections) on the possible significant adverse transboundary impact of each of the alternatives for the location and (or) implementation of the proposed activity on the environment of each of the affected parties and on proposed measures to prevent, minimise or compensate for this impact;

16.12. a description of a local environmental monitoring programme and post-project analysis where necessary;

16.13. main conclusions of impact assessment;

16.14. an assessment of the accuracy of the predicted effects of the proposed activity with an indication of any uncertainties identified during impact assessment;

17. In the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity, the developer or the design organisation by agreement with the developer shall ensure the translation of the EIA report into English and also if necessary the information specified in Subsections 16.1 and 16.11 of these Regulations into the state language of each of the affected parties and the submission of these documents on paper and electronic media to the Ministry of the Environment.

18. The Ministry of the Environment shall within three working days send through diplomatic channels the documents, received from either the developer or the design organisation, specified in Section 17 of these Regulations to the affected parties.

Local councils of deputies and local executive and administrative authorities of the administrative territorial units where the proposed activity is planned or which will be affected by it (hereafter - relevant local councils of deputies and local executive and administrative authorities) jointly with the developer and with the participation of the design organisation shall conduct public discussions and meetings to discuss the EIA report in accordance with Sections 34 to 41 of these Regulations.

In the event of a possible significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity, the affected parties shall conduct public discussions on their territories of the EIA report in accordance with Section 44 of these Regulations. On the initiative of the affected parties, representatives of the developer and of the design organisation, and if necessary representatives of the Ministry of the Environment, shall take part in these public discussions on the territory of affected parties from the Belarusian side.

20. The Ministry of the Environment shall within three working days send a copy of comments and suggestions on the EIA report (if any) received from affected parties to the developer and design organisation for the preparation of responses to them.

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

21. On the initiative of any affected party, consultations shall take place on the comments and suggestions received from them on the EIA report, either on their territory or with the agreement of the parties on the territory of the Republic of Belarus. Representatives of the developer and of the design organisation, and if necessary representatives of the Ministry of the Environment, shall take part in these consultations from the Belarusian side.

22. The EIA report shall be submitted on paper or electronic media to State environmental review as part of project documentation.

(first part of Section 22 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

The following shall be appended to the EIA report:

documentation in accordance with part 5 of Article 12 of the State Environmental Review (Expertiza) Act;

outcomes of public discussions and consultations, including:

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

the notice of public discussions and the announcement of a public meeting to discuss the EIA report (publication in the media / on the internet);

record of public discussions with an indication of the number of participants in public discussions by administrative territorial unit (raion);

record of the public meeting to discuss the EIA report with an indication of the number of participants in the meeting (in the event that such a meeting has been held);

records of consultations with affected parties, comments and suggestions on the EIA report received from the affected parties based on the outcomes of public discussions and consultations, and responses to these.

(paragraph inserted by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)
Other documents illustrating the comprehensiveness of impact assessment may also be appended to the EIA report.

In the event that the EIA report is subject to final amendment on the grounds indicated in Subsection 7.6 of these Regulations, the developer shall ensure, before the submission of project documentation for State environmental review, the conduct of procedures for the final amendment of the EIA report specified in Sections 17-21 of these Regulations.
(Part 4 of Section 22 inserted by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

23. The decision on the compliance or non-compliance of project documentation with the requirements of legislation on environmental protection and the efficient use of natural resources, included in the conclusion of State environmental review, shall be published on the website of the Ministry of the Environment from the day of its adoption.

The following shall be published in the media where the notice of public discussions of the EIA report and on the sites of local executive and administrative authorities (where such sites exist):

information on where the approved EIA report can be consulted, within 10 working days of approval of project documentation;

information on the decision taken by local executive and administrative authorities regarding the siting of the installation (hereafter – the planning permission decision for the installation) with the grounds for its adoption within 10 days of such decision being adopted.

Lists of planning permission decisions for installations shall be created and maintained up-to-date by local executive and administrative authorities on their web sites (where such sites exist).

In the event that the impact assessment took place in a transboundary context, the developer shall ensure that the Ministry of the Environment is provided with the following, in Russian and English and on paper and electronic media:

the approved EIA report which received a positive conclusion of State environmental review within 10 working days of approval of project documentation;

information on the planning permission decision for the installation with the rationale for its adoption within 10 days of such decision being adopted.

(Section 23 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

24. The Ministry of the Environment shall within three working days send through diplomatic channels the documents received from the developer specified in the second and third paragraphs of the fourth part of Section 23 of these Regulations to the affected parties and publish them on its internet site.

(Section 24 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

25. In the event that the project documentation contains information the distribution and (or) provision of which is restricted, the developer shall prepare the EIA report in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Belarus on access to such information.

26. During the elaboration of project documentation for installations that, pursuant to the State Environmental Review (Expertiza) Act, do not require environmental impact assessment, a section entitled “Environmental Protection” shall be drawn up containing the necessary information and calculations in compliance with technical legislation on environmental protection and the efficient use of natural resources and also on construction, architecture and urban planning.

(Section 26 as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

27. In the event that impact assessment considering the possible transboundary impact on any foreign state has not been carried out, the Ministry of the Environment shall, within three working days of receipt of a request from such a state for information on the proposed activity and its transboundary impact, send a copy of the request to the developer in order that the information requested be prepared for a consultation with the foreign state on the likelihood of a significant adverse transboundary impact of the proposed activity.

If the parties agree that the proposed activity is likely to have a significant adverse transboundary impact, the developer shall ensure that impact assessment in a transboundary context is conducted in accordance with these Regulations.

28. In the event that the Republic of Belarus is likely to be affected by the significant adverse transboundary impact of an activity proposed on the territory of a foreign state:

28.1. the Ministry of the Environment within 30 calendar days of receipt from a foreign state of notice of proposed activity on its territory shall take a decision on participation (non-participation) by the Republic of Belarus in impact assessment in a transboundary context and shall send a response to the foreign state by diplomatic channels;

28.2. the Ministry of the Environment within three working days of receipt from a foreign state of a request for information necessary for an EIA report shall send a copy of this request to the relevant local executive and administrative authorities in order that they prepare and present this information to the Ministry of the Environment within a period no longer than 60 calendar days.

Within three working days of receipt from the relevant local executive and administrative authorities of the information requested, the Ministry of the Environment shall send it by diplomatic channels to the foreign state;

28.3. the Ministry of the Environment within three working days of receipt of an EIA report from a foreign state shall publish it on its internet site and transmit it to the state authorities and scientific organisations concerned and the relevant local executive and administrative authorities;

28.4. state authorities and scientific organisations that have received an EIA report shall examine it and send their comments and suggestions to the Ministry of the Environment within 30 calendar days of its receipt.

The relevant local councils of deputies and local executive and administrative authorities shall:

within three working days of receipt of an EIA report organise and conduct public discussions of the EIA report in accordance with sections 34-41 of these Regulations;

within 10 working days of completion of public discussions of the EIA report send comments and suggestions from the public regarding the EIA report to the Ministry of the Environment;

28.5. within 10 working days of receipt of comments and suggestions regarding the EIA report outlined in Subsection 28.4, the Ministry of the Environment shall summarise them and send them by diplomatic channels to the foreign state;

28.6. within three days of receipt from a foreign state of responses to previously sent comments and suggestions regarding an EIA report, the Ministry of the Environment shall transmit these responses to state and local government and self-government authorities and scientific organisations that have submitted comments and suggestions.

28.7. state and local government and self-government authorities and scientific organisations that receive responses to their comments and suggestions regarding an EIA report shall examine them and within 10 working days of their receipt send to the Ministry of the Environment their recommendation on the need for consultations with the foreign state;

28.8. the Ministry of the Environment, jointly with the state and local government and self-government authorities and scientific organisations that have submitted a recommendation on the need for consultations, shall agree with the foreign state the place and time of these consultations and take part in them;

28.9. within three working days of receipt from a foreign state of an amended EIA report and a decision on a proposed activity on the latter’s territory the Ministry of the Environment shall publish this information on its internet site.

29. In the event that the Republic of Belarus has not been informed of an activity proposed on the territory of a foreign state but considers that its territory may be affected by the significant adverse transboundary impact of such an activity, the Ministry of the Environment shall by diplomatic channels send the foreign state a request for information about the activity proposed on the latter’s territory, in accordance with the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context.

30. Environmental impact assessment, including consideration of any possible transboundary impact, shall be arranged and financed by the developer, unless otherwise stipulated by international agreements of the Republic of Belarus.

CHAPTER 3

PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS

31. Public discussions of an EIA report shall be conducted in order to:

31.1. inform the public of environmental issues;

31.2. implement the right of the public to participate in the discussion and the making of environmental decisions;

31.3. take into consideration comments and suggestions by the public regarding environmental protection during impact assessment and the decision-making process for the proposed activity;

31.4. identify solutions that are mutually acceptable to the developer and the public in terms of the prevention or minimisation of the adverse environmental impact of the proposed activity.

32. Public discussions of an EIA report shall be conducted by means of:

32.1. inspection by the public of the EIA report and documentation of their comments and suggestions;

32.2. if there is public interest, holding of a meeting to discuss the EIA report.

33. The public discussion process shall consist of the following stages:

33.1. public notice of public discussions;

33.2. provision of public access to the EIA report at the premises of the developer and (or) of local executive and administrative authorities, libraries and other accessible locations, and publication of the EIA report on the internet of the developer (where such a site exists);

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

33.3. inspection by the public of the EIA report;

33.4. if there is public interest:

public notice of the time and place of a meeting to discuss the EIA report;

conduct of a meeting to discuss the EIA report on the territory of the Republic of Belarus and of affected parties;

33.5. collection and analysis of comments and suggestions and preparation of a summary of feedback received during public discussions of the EIA report.

34. The relevant local councils of deputies and local executive and administrative authorities jointly with the developer shall:

at least three working days before the publication of notice of public discussions, in accordance with legislation on local government and self-government, establish a commission for the organisation and conduct of public discussions, specify its membership and appoint the chair of the commission from among the deputy chairs of the relevant local executive and administrative authority;

inform the public of the start of the public discussion process by publishing a notice in the media and publishing this notice on the internet sites of the developer and the relevant local executive and administrative authorities (where such sites exist);

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

within three working days of a communication from the public to the relevant local executive and administrative authorities stating the need for a meeting to discuss the EIA report, inform the public of its time and place by publishing an announcement in the media and also where possible on the internet sites of the developer and the relevant local executive and administrative authorities (where such sites exist).

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

By agreement with the local bodies of the Ministry of the Environment, representatives of the latter may be included among the membership of the commission for the organisation and conduct of public discussions.

35. The notice of public discussions shall include:

35.1. information on the developer of the proposed activity (name; legal, postal and electronic addresses; telephone and fax numbers;

35.2. name, rationale and description of the proposed activity;

35.3. information on the location of the proposed activity;

35.4. information on the timeframe for the proposed activity;

35.5. information on the timetable for public discussions and the submission of comments on the EIA report;

35.6. information on where the EIA report may be inspected and where to send comments and suggestions on the EIA report (name of organisation, postal address, internet site, family name, given name, patronymic and job title of the contact person, their telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address);

35.7. information on the location of the executive and administrative authority responsible for taking a decision on whether to permit construction of the installation (its name, postal address, web site, telephone and fax numbers and email address) and the deadline for submitting a communication stating the need for a meeting to discuss the EIA report and a communication stating the intention to conduct a public environmental review.

(as amended by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

35-1. The timescale for public discussions shall be no fewer than 30 calendar days from publication of the notice of public discussions.

(Section 35-1 inserted by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 689 of 01.06.2011)

36. From the date of publication of the notice of public discussions, the relevant local executive and administrative authorities jointly with the developer shall place the EIA report in the locations specified in Subsection 33.2 of these Regulations and shall ensure public access to the EIA report and the opportunity to document questions, comments and suggestions on the report throughout the entire period of public discussions.
37. In the event of submission to the relevant local executive and administrative authorities within 10 working days of publication of the notice of public discussions of a communication by the public stating the need for a meeting to discuss the EIA report, this meeting may be scheduled no earlier than 30 calendar days from the date of publication of this notice.

38. The meeting to discuss the EIA report shall be organised and conducted in accordance with legislation on public events.

39. The meeting to discuss the EIA report shall consist of the following stages:

39.1. registration of meeting participants;

39.2. opening of the meeting;

39.3. a speech by a representative of the developer (an oral address or presentation);

39.4. a speech by the representative(s) of the design organisation(s) (presentation);

39.5. submission of questions, their processing, and answers to questions that do not require preparation or additional investigations and surveys;

39.6. concluding remarks and closure of the meeting.

If answers to questions submitted during the EIA meeting cannot be given, answers shall be sent to the questioner at the postal or electronic address supplied during registration within 30 calendar days of the meeting.

40. Based on the outcomes of the meeting to discuss the EIA, within three working days of the meeting to discuss the EIA a report of the meeting shall be drawn up including a list of questions, comments and suggestions on the EIA report submitted during the meeting with the names of questioners and answers given and the number of participants at the meeting. This report shall be approved by the chair and signed by the members of the commission for the organisation and conduct of public discussions.

41. Based on the outcomes of public discussions, within 10 working days of their completion, a report on the public discussions shall be drawn up with an indication of the number of participants in the public discussions by administrative territorial unit (raion) with the conclusions and recommendations of the commission for the organisation and conduct of public discussions. The report on the public discussions shall be approved by the chair and signed by the members of the commission for the organisation and conduct of public discussions.

A summary of feedback prepared by the design organisation in agreement with the developer shall be appended to the report on the public discussions. This summary shall include all comments and suggestions on the EIA report received during the public discussion process by the relevant local executive and administrative authorities, the developer and the design organisation indicated in the notice of public discussions.

42. Based on the outcomes of public discussions of the EIA report, the developer and the design organisation shall formulate a joint recommendation on the possibility and feasibility of the proposed activity on the proposed territory based on its environmental and related socio-economic and other effects.

43. If necessary the developer may suspend the public discussion process in order to make amendments or additions to design decisions based on the outcomes of discussions, analyse comments and suggestions regarding collection of additional information, and conduct additional investigations and surveys, including on the territory of affected parties. After modification of design decisions for the proposed activity and of the EIA report, public discussions shall start again to examine different impacts and effects that were not previously considered.

44. Public discussions on the territory of affected parties shall be conducted in accordance with international agreements and the national legislation of the affected parties.

45. A meeting to discuss the EIA report shall not be held if the public has not submitted a communication to the relevant local executive and administrative authority stating the need for such a meeting within 10 working days of publication of the notice of public discussions.

Appendix

to the Regulations on the conduct

of environmental impact assessment
Form

                  Notice of proposed activity

Proposed activity _________________________________________________.

                                       (name (type)

Developer of the proposed activity_________________________________________

                                        (name, legal,

__________________________________________________________________________.

          postal and electronic addresses, telephone and fax numbers)

Purpose of the proposed activity_____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

Rationale for the proposed activity______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

Description of the proposed activity_________________________________________

                                           (nature and scale)

__________________________________________________________________________.

Location of the proposed activity

                                               (description and rationale for

__________________________________________________________________________.

                               selection of location)

Timeframe for the proposed activity__________________________________________

                                             (start and duration of

__________________________________________________________________________.

                       construction and operation)

Suggested timeframe for decision-making with regards to the proposed activity

__________________________________________________________________________.

Nature of the likely decision on the proposed activity

__________________________________________________________________________.

Schedule of impact assessment:__________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________.

Party (parties) responsible for impact assessment________________________

                                        (name, legal,

__________________________________________________________________________.

          postal and electronic addresses, telephone and fax numbers)

Planned timetable for public discussions and consultations

__________________________________________________________________________.

Time within which a response regarding the intention to participate in an impact assessment

procedure in a transboundary context is required to be sent ___________________________________.

