IN CONFIDENCE (Redacted version)

Species Justification:  River Dee – Freshwater Pearl Mussel

Historical records for this river date back to 1853. Eight specific surveys were undertaken in 1997 during the national survey, with mussels recorded at five of them. The river has a common, functional population of fpm.

Cosgrove and Young (1998) state that ‘mussels are found throughout the river and numbers varied from rare to scarce and common’ and ‘much of the substrate habitat appears to be suitable’. The most downstream survey point during the national survey was about half way between Banchory and Peterculter (approximately 20km upstream of the river mouth). Mussels were present at this point, and juveniles noted just upstream……….. More recent survey work has established that recruiting fpm occur at a more downstream point  (Hastie, pers. comm.).

A further four consecutive upstream survey points examined during the national survey confirmed mussel presence, the most upstream one situated just downstream of the…. ….. No mussels were found at three specific points upstream of this point. 

In the recent upstream survey, the most upstream record for pearl mussel was found approximately 16km downstream of,…………... It is quite possible, and indeed very likely, that pearl mussel occurs further upstream of this point since the limitations of surveying for the species, particularly in a large river such as the Dee, means that only a small proportion of the river bed can ever be searched. There were also sites upstream of the site of this record which had areas of apparently suitable habitat, generally more so the further downstream one progresses. 

Two tributaries of the Dee were also examined during the national survey, namely Beltie Burn and Burn of Gairn. The survey suggested that mussels were extinct in Beltie and not currently viable in the Burn of Gairn, both as a result of pearl fishing.

The Dee has a class 1 population and is included on Cosgrove and Young’s ‘best’ rivers list. 
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