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	18 August 2008
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	United Kingdom

	Articles concerned

	3, 7, 9

	Text of the communication
	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant and the Party concerned on this web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communication concerns decision-making on expansion of the City Airport in Belfast. 
The communicant alleges that regulation of the Belfast City Airport operations through a “private” agreement between the public authorities and the airport operator was aimed at excluding public participation and access to justice in connection with the decision-making. The communicant also alleges that by opting for an “examination-in-public” instead of a public inquiry with regard to the expansion of the airport, the Party concerned failed to provide for adequate public participation in accordance with article 7 of the Convention. The communicant further alleges that its rights under article 9 of the Convention were violated when it was ordered to pay the full costs (GBP 39,454) of the public authority, the Department of Environment for Northern Ireland in a court case. The costs were ordered against the communicant when its attempt to seek judicial review was dismissed by the Court on the grounds of being premature, even though earlier the Court had granted it leave to bring the case. The communicant maintains that the costs claimed in full by the public authority, in addition to the costs of the communicant’s own legal representation, were of a prohibitive nature and created a barrier to access to justice.

	Number of supporting documents
	7

	Original language
	English

	Translation
	N/a

	Formal completeness
	Yes

	Confidentiality requested
	No

	Receipt acknowledged
	25 September 2008

	Date forwarded to CC
	3 September 2008

	Remarks by secretariat
	

	Determination on admissibility
	Preliminarily determined admissible at CC-21 (19 September 2008).

Admissibility confirmed at CC-24 (30 June – 3 July 2009).

	Additional information requested from the communicant
	Yes, by letter of 26 September 2008, received by letter on 
27 March 2009 (including five attachments)

	Communication forwarded to the Party
	Yes, by letter of 26 September 2008

	Additional information requested from or points raised with the Party
	Yes, by letter of 26 September 2008, received by letter on 26 February 2009 

	Response due from the Party
	26 February 2009

	Delay for response requested
	No

	Documentation from the Party
	26 February 2009

	Discussion is scheduled for
	The Committee agreed to consider the timing of the discussion at its 23rd meeting (31 March 2009 – 3 April 2009). It discussed that the communication might be considered alongside communication ACCC/C/2008/23 (UK) as both dealt with issues related to article 9 of the Convention.

The Committee agreed to discuss the substance of the communication at its twenty-fourth meeting (30 June – 3 July 2009) alongside that of communication ACCC/C/2008/23. Specifically, it agreed to discuss the communication on the second day of the meeting (1 July 2009), immediately after the discussion on communication ACCC/C/2008/23.

	Draft findings and recommendations
	Sent to both parties on 25 August 2010

	Comments on draft findings and recommendations
	Received from the Party concerned on 22 September 2010, from the communicant on 19 September 2010

	Findings and recommendations
	24 September 2010


� These are the provisions of the Convention cited in the communication. The Committee may determine that different provisions of the Convention are relevant.


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.





