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27 October 2005

Attn. Ms. Angela Filipas 

National Focal Point for the Aarhus Convention
Director, Impact Assesment, Pollution Control and Risk Management Directorate
Ministry of Environment and Water Management
12 Libertatii Blvd.,sector 5, Bucharest
Romania
Fax: +4021 410 04 21
Dear Ms. Filipas,

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning decision-making on Rosia Montana gold mine (Ref. ACCC/C/2005/15)
On 5 July 2005, the secretariat of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) received a communication from a Romanian non-governmental organization, Alburnus Maior, addressed to the Compliance Committee of the Convention regarding compliance by Romania with certain provisions of the Convention. The communication was submitted in accordance with the provisions of chapter VI of the annex to decision I/7 of the Meeting of the Parties.

Please find enclosed a copy of the communication, which is being forwarded to you at the request of the Committee in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 22 of the annex to decision I/7. The communication has been registered under the symbol ACCC/C/2005/15, which you are invited to cite in future correspondence on the matter.

The Committee, having considered the communication, has on a preliminary basis determined it to be admissible in accordance with paragraph 20 of the annex to decision I/7. A copy of the preliminary determination on admissibility is attached. Please note, however, that the Committee has not reached any conclusions with respect to the compliance issues referred to in the communication.

In order to facilitate further consideration of the communication, the Committee has requested the secretariat to invite you to comment on the subject matter of the communication. Having considered relevant sections of the Romanian national implementation report, the Committee would nonetheless be grateful if you would provide more detailed information on the following points:

(a) Which legislative provisions implement Article 6 of the Convention (please provide as detailed answer as possible, including a reference to the type of the relevant legislative acts);

(b) Whether environmental impact assessment is a part of the permitting procedure pursuant to Romanian national legislation; 

(c) Which legislation lays down the environmental impact assessment procedure;

(d) Whether national legislation provides for public participation in the scoping procedure in accordance with requirements of the Aarhus Convention, EC Directives and Espoo Convention;

(e) Which institutions are in charge of carrying out the environmental impact assessment and permitting procedures;

(f) Whether the permitting procedure concerning the Rosia Montana has been already launched;

(g) Whether the project is considered to have any potential transboundary environmental impact, and if so, what steps have been taken to involve the public concerned in other countries.

You may also wish to address the questions posed by the Committee to the communicant in its preliminary determination on the admissibility of the communication.

Having regard to paragraph 23 of the annex to decision I/7, you are kindly invited to submit to the Committee, as soon as possible but at the latest within five months of this letter, any written explanations or statements clarifying the matter referred to in the communication and describing any response that may have been made in the mean time.

For further details and information on the compliance mechanism under the Convention, including decision I/7, the Committee’s modus operandi and the Committee’s Information Sheet on Communications from the Public, you may wish to consult the website of the Compliance Committee at www.unece.org/env/pp/compliance.htm.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

________________________

Jeremy Wates

Secretary

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters

Cc: Alburnus Maior
