"Gentiana HASKO" <ghasko@moe.gov.al>

25/11/2005 16:11

To:andrea.hegedus@unece.org
cc:<marianna.bolshakova@unece.org>

Subject:
Compliance Committe meeting on a proposed 

industrial park in Vlora (ref. ACCC/C/2005/12)

Dear Mr. Hegedus and Mrs. Bolshakova,

 I'm writing to you regarding some questions you have made regarding the Compliance Committe meeting on a proposed TEC and industrial park in Vlora (ref. ACCC/C/2005/12).

Referred to the questions made I'll reply following as you have ordered them:

1. there is not a complex decision taken on the development of the industrial park as e whole. The only decision taken is a design (a sing in the map) made by the National Council Territory Regulation with prior approval by the Regional Council of Territory Regulation of Vlora Region, just in case there were industrial projects for that area, but there was not take any other decision. The Ministry of Environment, was notified first on 2002, only on the idea to develop a project on the TEC. No one has mentioned the industrial park and not an EIA or any other decision has been made for that. The Ministry of Environment made known to the investors of the TEC (World Bank, EBRD, BEI and Albanian Power Corporation) the legislation in force on environment and the EIA procedure. Based on that the consulting company made the EIA report and the Ministry of Environment made suggestions that have been reflected on the final EIA (the final version wou will find it attached and the public participation process in part of the EIA). After that the request of environmental permit has not been submitted to the Ministry of Environment, so there is not a decision for environmental permit for the construction of the TEC. The albanian parliament took the decision for the financing of the TEC, which is a loan given to our country by WB, EBRD and BEI and that is all.

2. there is not a final decision on the TEC and there no administrative procedure or other procedures for the industrial park. (refer to EIA attached).

3. the process of hearing has been organised three times involving: (a) NGO-s, (b) university lecturers, (c) public authorities. The notifications were made available one month prior (according to the information given by the consulting company). NGO-s participated at all hearings and there were not contests on the project. The questions made had a clear response.

4. At the ministry of Environment has not been registered any written request for information on the projects. Mr. Mita has never had a contact with us.

5. The albanian Goverment has respected the procedures for the public consultation. The documents attached will show that fact. 

6. Since there is no decision taken on the projects, there is nothing to be challenged by courts or other appeal bodies. Since there is not:

- environmental permit

- construction permit

-operational permit

the court has nothing to consider.

The only movement made by the Citizen Coalition on Vlora is the request made to the Central Electoral Committee for a referendum, but the CEC has not decided whether the request is of local or national relevance. I have no information on further CEC decision.

7.- 8. Regarding the Albanian legislation, once ratified the convention (as the Albanian Consitution states it) is directly applicable and any national law contravening the convention is not applied. And the articles of the convention can be used on the court ar legal references. Besides that, the new Law on Environmentla Protection and the Law on EIA have parts of the Aarhus Convention reflected on their texts. You can download the albanian environmental legislation in english at www.moe.gov.al at the portal. If you need I can forward it to you.

Besides all that facts, since some months, there is created an inter ministerial committee on the TEC and on the question of the industrial park, Members of this committee are ministers and deputy ministers from energy sector, economy, environment and other stakeholders. I'll try, by next week, to find a copy of that decision and translate it for you.The EIA on the TEC has been available to all interested factors (individuals or NGO).

If you have further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. I'm lloking to find other relevant information regarding this question and I can make a link between you and the National Agency for Energy who is responsible for the project of the TEC.

Best regards,

Ms. Gentiana HASKO

Director for Foreign Relations and Communication

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Water Administration

Rruga e Durresit, No. 27, Tirana/Albania

Tel: +355 4 270622
