NOTE OF THE COMMUNICANT

TO THE AARHUS CONVENTION COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE

CONCERNING ACCC2005/12

In light of the accounts separately delivered by the Party Concerned and the World Bank in the above-referred case, and with the view of assisting the Compliance Committee, the Communicant presents the following Notes:

1. The Party Concerned and the World Bank have submitted “minutes”, allegedly from the first public meeting in Vlora, or the only reported meeting prior to the 19 February 2003 Decision No. 20 of the Council of Territorial Adjustment.  First, we believe that the Party Concerned had plenty of time at its disposal until December 14, 2006 to present all evidence and documentation it wished.  We believe that for reasons of fairness, finality and clarity, it is within the discretion of the Compliance Committee to admit and/or consider evidence presented after the deadline. 

2. In any event, after carefully studying these “minutes”, we consider them highly questionable and suspect for the following reasons:

a. The real date of the public meeting in Vlora was 31 October 2002, and not “October 28, 2002”, as suggested in the “minutes”

b. The list of participants supplied at the end of the “minutes” of the “October 2002” meeting is almost identical to the list of participants of the public meeting of 3 September 2003…

c. The content of the “minutes” of the “October 2002” meeting is almost identical to that of the meeting of 3 September 2003. A list of identical Questions and Answers, as well as of Final Remarks, is contained in the attached Excel document

d. Therefore, we respectfully submit before the Compliance Committee that these “minutes” do not rise to the level of credible and reliable information to be presented to and/or considered by the Committee in this case. We believe the “minutes” are objectionable on both substantive and procedural grounds, and therefore they should be disregarded.

3. Concerning Paragraph 42 of the Draft Findings and related comments, we respectfully submit that, according to the Summary of the EIA for La Petrolifera Oil Storage Deposits, the first, second and third phase of the project will build storage capacities “which will fulfill potential market demands of up to 500,000 tons/year” [page 4].

4. On September 8th, 2005, the Albanian Prime Minister stated before the Parliament that:

“the new government has expressed its opposition to the construction of the power plant near Vlora without the prior public participation of the people of Vlora
.”  

This is an important statement that constitutes an explicit and unequivocal admission by the top executive official of the Government of Albania of the Article 6 violation of the Aarhus Convention by the Party Concerned.

Respectfully Submitted

Civic Alliance for the Protection of the Bay of Vlora

Done at Vlora and Tirana on 8 June 2007
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