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	Type of information
	COMMUNICATION

	Reference number
	ACCC/C/2005/11

	Submitted by
	Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen VZW

Umbrella organization for environmental associations

Tweekerkenstraat 47

1000 Brussels

	Date of submission
	03.01.2005 by email. Signed copy awaited 

	Party concerned
	Belgium

	Articles concerned
	2.5, 9

	Current status of review
	The draft findings and recommendations agreed by the Committee at its 11th meeting had been communicated to the parties on 27 April 2004 and the responses have been received from the parties at the end of May 2006. The Committee is expected to adopt the findings and recommendations at its 12th meeting (14-16 June 2006).

	Text of the communication
	Disclaimer: Presence of the text of the communication and other information submitted by the communicant or the Party on the web site does not imply endorsement of their content by the Compliance Committee or by UNECE.

	Summary of case

	The communicant alleges that Belgium case law and legislation fail to provide for wide access to justice, in particular with regard to NGO standing in public interest cases, providing a number of examples to substantiate this claim.

	Number of supporting documents
	7

	Original language
	English 

	Translation
	N/a

	Formal completeness
	Yes

	Confidentiality requested
	No

	Receipt acknowledged
	Yes

	Date forwarded to CC
	12.01.2005

	Remarks by secretariat
	This communication was earlier submitted in Flemish (see MP.PP/C/2004/8, para. 31).

	Preliminary determination on admissibility
	Yes, at the 7th meeting of the Committee (16-18. 02.2005)

	Additional information requested from the communicant
	No

	Communication forwarded to the Party concerned
	On 10 March 2005

	Additional information requested from or points raised with the Party
	Yes, by letters dated 10 March 2005, 25 October 2005 and 

9 December 2005

	Response due from the Party
	10 August 2005, 21 November 2005, 15 January 2006

	Delay for response requested
	No

	Documentation from the Party
	09 August 2005, 21 November 2005, 16 January 2006

	Discussion scheduled for
	9th meeting (12-14 October 2005)

	Draft findings and recommendations
	

	Comments on draft findings and recommendations
	By the Party concerned on 31 May 2006 

By the communicant on 29 May 2006

	Findings and recommendations
	Adopted at the Committee’s 12th meeting in June 2006. Available as addendum 2 to the report of the meeting (ECE/MP/PP/C.1/2006/4/Add.2)

	Update on the implementation of the Committee’s recommendations
	Letter from the Party concerned dated 27.02.2008

	Report of the Senate session of 22.12.2006 
	Annex to the letter from the Party concerned of 27.02.2008: Report of the session of Senate concerning proposal for law modifying standing criteria before the Council of State

	Bill of 16.03.2007
	Annex to the letter from the Party concerned of 27.02.2008: Bill of 16.03.2007 on modification of coordinated laws related to standing before the Council of State with a view to granting associations the right to bring collective suits

	Bill of 31.01.2008 
	Annex to the letter from the Party concerned of 27.02.2008: Private bill concerning certain proposed amendments related to articles 77 and 78 of the Belgian Constitution

	Draft report of the Committee on compliance by Belgium with its obligations under the Convention
	Draft report prepared by the Committee at its 19th meeting, as sent for comments to the parties concerned

	Letter to the Party concerned of 11.03.2008
	Letter from the secretariat sent on behalf of the Committee and forwarding the draft report on compliance by Belgium for comments

	Letter of 11.03.2008 to the Communicant
	Letter from the secretariat sent on behalf of the Committee and forwarding the draft report on compliance by Belgium for comments

	Comments from the communicant
	Letter received from the communicant on 18.03.2008 with comments on the draft Committee’s report on compliance by Belgium

	Letter of 21.05.2008 to the Party concerned
	Letter from the secretariat forwarding the final version of the Committee’s report on compliance by Belgium

	Letter of 21.05.2008 to the communicant
	Letter from the secretariat forwarding the final version of the Committee’s report on compliance by Belgium

	Committee report on compliance by Belgium with its obligations under the Convention 
	Addendum 3 to the Committee’s report to the 3rd meeting of the Parties (ECE/MP.PP/2008/5/Add.3)


� This summary has been prepared by the secretariat to describe the main points of the communication. It has no status as part of the communication.





