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YOUR LETTER OF 27 April 2006
YOUR REF -
Mr. Jeremy WATES
Secretary
Convention on Access to information, Public
participation in Decision-making and Access to
Justice in Environmental matters
Environment, Housing and Land Management
Division - Palais des Nations
CH 1211 Geneva 10
OUR REF DGEnv/AI/MI/Aarhus/CC/2006
DATE 24 MAY 2006

ENCL(S) -
CONTACT Maud Istasse

TEL.
+32 (0) 2 524.96.20

FAX
+32 (0) 2 524.96.00
Switzerland
E-MAIL MAUD.ISTASSE@HEALTH.FGOV.BE

SUBJECT Draft Findings and Recommandations of the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee with regard to Communication ACCC/C/2005/11
Dear Mr. Wates,


With regard to the above communication, I would like to inform the Compliance Committee that full attention has been given on the draft findings and recommendations received on 26 April 2006. Access to justice in environmental matters is indeed a fundamental right on which Belgium has committed itself when ratifying the Aarhus Convention.

In order to launch a first discussion at Belgian level, a round table on access to justice took place within the federal Parliament on 15 May 2006, co-organized notably by myself, a federal parliamentarian, the Flemish and Walloon Federations of environmental NGOs and Peace-Action NGO. It is important to highlight that this event was not only devoted to the particular impediments for environmental NGOs but was considered more largely for any kind of NGOs.

It was however the occasion for me to address this issue particularly with regard to the law of 12 January 1993 establishing a right of action in the field of environmental matters, for which I have ministerial competences. My intentions are indeed to consider some improvements on this law in order to ensure this judicial proceeding is effective and guarantees access to court for environmental NGOs.

In order to promote the awareness of the Convention and particularly of its provision on access to justice, I am fully convinced that developing further training on that issue will be a useful instrument for the judiciary. It is why as Minister of Environment, I would like to play an active role in this context, inter alia as a facilitator for training programs within the High Council of Justice (responsible for training).

Furthermore Belgium will reflect further on access to justice and particularly on the draft findings at national level and with all parties concerned: the environmental Ministers and Ministries of the three Regions, the federal Minister and Ministry of justice (competent for the judicial Code) and the Federal Minister and Ministry of Internal Affairs (competent for the Council of State).
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On the 16th of June, I will then propose to my regional and federal colleagues to mandate a national team of officers to work on access to justice in a view of giving an appropriate follow-up to the findings that will be agreed upon by the Compliance Committee. This group would have to report regularly to all the Ministers concerned and would have to made concrete proposals, i.e. legal ones if appropriate, in a view of improving the situation of access to justice in Belgium until next MOP3.

Allow me to inform the Secretariat of the Convention and the Compliance Committee of any progress and development that will be made on access to justice in Belgium.


Yours Sincerely,
Bruno TOBBACK
Federal Minister of Environment

