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FOURTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE  

MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE 

CONVENTION ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

IN DECISION-MAKING AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ENVIRONMENTAL 

MATTERS (AARHUS CONVENTION)1 

 

Palais des Nations, Geneva  

22 February 2018 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Bureau members: Ms. Maia Bitadze (Georgia, Chair), Ms. Beate Berglund Ekeberg (Norway, 

Vice-Chair), Ms. Nicolette Bouman (Netherlands, Vice-Chair), Ms. Angelika Wiedner 

(European Union), Ms. Chiara Landini (Italy), 

Observers: Mr. Jeremy Wates (NGO observer, European Environmental Bureau representing 

European ECO Forum), 

Apologies: Ms. Malaj Enkelejda (Albania), Ms. Maryna Shimkus (Ukraine). 

 

I.  OPENING AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

1.  Chair opened the meeting, welcomed the new Bureau members and outlined following 

main objectives of the meeting: (a) review the progress in implementing the 2015-2017 and 

current work programmes, including financial matters; (b) deliberate on the agenda of the 

twenty-second meeting of the Working Group of the Parties, including a special segment on 

the twentieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention (Geneva, 19-21 June 2018); and 

(c) exchange on latest developments and on promoting the Convention and its principles. 

 

2.  The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Chair and adopted the 

provisional agenda of the meeting. 

 

II.  STATUS OF RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION, ITS AMENDMENT AND THE 

PROTOCOL ON PRTRS 

 

3. The Bureau took note of the information provided by the secretariat on the status of 

ratifications. As of 22 February 2018 there were 47 Parties to the Aarhus Convention, 31 

Parties to the amendment on public participation in decisions on the deliberate release into the 

environment and placing on the market of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and 36 

Parties to the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs). Since the sixth 

session of the Meeting of the Parties (Budva, Montenegro, 11-14 September 2017) 

Montenegro has ratified the Protocol on PRTRs on 11 October 2017, raising the number of 

Parties to that treaty to 36. 

 

4. The Bureau expressed its concern over the failure of Parties to ratify timely the GMO 

amendment. The secretariat informed that based on the outcomes of relevant surveys and 

capacity building activities, most countries with economies in transition claimed that the 

major challenges they are facing in their efforts to ratify the GMO amendment are related to 

lack of expertise and technical capacity, and political will. 

 

5. The Bureau agreed that bilateral assistance could be an effective way to assist countries 

with economies in transition to develop the necessary capacities as to facilitate ratification of 
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the GMO amendment. In this context, it was highlighted that candidate countries for 

accession to the European Union are supposed to be aligning their systems with the European 

Union, including its GMO legislation.  

 

III.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2015-2017 AND 2018-2021, 

INCLUDING FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

6.  Following the failure of Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Netherlands, Republic of 

Moldova, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Ukraine and the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland to submit their national implementation reports for the 

2017 reporting cycle within the formal deadline, these Parties were called upon by the 

Meeting of the Parties at its sixth session (Budva, 2017) to do so by 1 November 2017. All of 

these Parties failed to submit their national implementation reports for the 2017 reporting 

cycle by the set date.  

 

7. Following a request by the secretariat to indicate the foreseen date of submission of the 

reports, Armenia indicated that it aims to submit its report at the end of February 2018; 

Bosnia and Herzegovina by the end of April 2018, following a round of public hearings 

organized in March; the Netherlands plan to submit the report in June 2018; the former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia by mid-March 2018; and the United Kingdom at the end of 

March 2018. Neither the Republic of Moldova nor Ukraine responded to the secretariat’s 

request for an update. The Bureau took note of the information provided by secretariat and 

expressed its concern regarding delays in submitting the reports. The Bureau requested the 

secretariat to follow up on this matter with the above Parties. 

 

8. The Bureau further took note of the report on the implementation of the work 

programmes for 2015-2017 and 2018-2021, and of the report on contributions and 

expenditures for these work programmes, prepared by the secretariat. The Bureau asked the 

secretariat to update the reports, as required, and submit them to the twenty-second meeting of 

the Working Group of the Parties (Geneva, 19-21 June 2018).  

 

9. With regard to financial contributions to the Convention, it was noted positively, that 

only few Parties do not contribute to the Convention at all. On the down side, considering the 

amounts financially contributed, equity between countries has not yet been achieved. Neither 

provides the current voluntary scheme of contributions the necessary predictability of funds 

for implementing the work programme.  

 

10. The Bureau also discussed the increased administrative burden since the 

implementation of Umoja. In particular, it expressed its concern about the long delay when 

requesting the issuance of requests for payments and additional burden on Parties to handle 

finance-related correspondence. The Bureau requested the secretariat to convey its concerns 

to responsible staff at UNECE.     

 

IV.  PREPARATION OF THE TWENTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF 

THE PARTIES (19–21 JUNE 2018)  

 

11. The Bureau considered the draft agenda and provided its suggestions. It requested the 

secretariat to revise the draft agenda according to the comments received and send it to the 

Bureau for finalization by electronic means before submitting it to the Working Group of the 

Parties. 
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V.  PROMOTION OF THE CONVENTION AND ITS PRINCIPLES 

 

12. The Bureau took note of the information provided by Ms. Nicolette Bouman, Vice-

Chair, with regard to the ninth informal meeting of the Chairs/Vice-Chairs of the governing 

bodies of the ECE multilateral environmental agreements, held on 13 November 2017, and 

the Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP), held on 14 November 2017 in Geneva. In this 

context, the Bureau noted that SDG 16 did not receive appropriate attention in the outcomes 

of the CEP meeting and stressed the importance of ensuring proper visibility of SDG 16 in 

ECE and CEP activities.  

 

13. The Bureau further took note of the information provided by the secretariat on the status 

of negotiation on a Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and 

Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. The 

negotiations are in the final stage. The next meeting of the negotiating committee will take 

place between 28 February and 4 March in Costa Rica.  

 

14. The Bureau also took note of the information provided by the secretariat on the 

Regional Forum on Sustainable Development, which will take place in Geneva on 1-2 March. 

The Bureau agreed that it will be important for Parties and stakeholders to promote in their 

statements the critical role of transparency, accountability and effective public participation, 

as well as relevance of SDG 16 across the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 

VI. OTHER EMERGING ISSUES AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

15. The Bureau considered a letter submitted by several NGOs in which they raise concerns 

regarding provisions of a new Polish law on the hosting of the UN Climate Conference (COP-

24) in Katowice in December 20182. To follow up on this request, the Bureau decided that the 

Chair, on behalf of the Bureau, would send letters to the Minister of Environment of Poland 

and to the Bureau of the COP, to clarify the matter. The Bureau requested the secretariat to 

send the first letter through the Permanent Mission of Poland to the United Nations and other 

international organizations in Geneva and the second letter, through the UNFCCC secretariat. 

 

16. The Bureau also heard updates regarding case ACCC/C/2008/32. In this context, the 

secretariat informed the Bureau that the Compliance Committee at its upcoming sixtieth 

meeting (Geneva, 12-16 March 2018), will consider, through audio conference, any 

developments regarding implementation of decisions on compliance matter adopted by the 

Meeting of the Parties at its sixth session.  

 

VII. CALENDAR OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

17. The Bureau took note of the tentative calendar of future meetings planned under the 

Convention and its Protocol during the current intersessional period 2018-2021.  

 

VIII. CLOSING 

 

18. The Bureau agreed to hold its next meeting back-to-back with the twenty-second 

meeting of the Working Group in June 2018. The Chair thanked the Bureau for its 

constructive work and the secretariat for its support and closed the meeting. 

    

                                                 
2 See http://www.unece.org/env/pp/bureau.html 


