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TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE MEETING OF 

THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION, 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISION-MAKING AND  

ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

(AARHUS CONVENTION)
1
 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 

5 September 2012 

 

I. Attendance  

 

Bureau members: Mr. Jit Peters (Netherlands, Chair), Ms. Loredana Dall’Ora (Italy, 

Vice-Chair), Mr. Ivan Narkevitch (Belarus, Vice-Chair), Mr. Lukas Pokorny (Czech 

Republic), Mr. Thomas Legoupil (France), Ms. Gordana Petkovic (Serbia), Mr. Jean-

François Brakeland (European Union). 

NGO Observer: Mr. Jeremy Wates (European Environmental Bureau representing 

European ECO Forum). 

 

II. Opening and adoption of the agenda  

 

1. The Bureau adopted, as amended, the provisional agenda for the meeting. 

 

III.  Possible role of the Bureau and of its Chair in addressing non-compliance 

by Parties with Art. 3.8 of the Aarhus Convention during intersessional periods 

 

2. In reaction to the serious incidents of persecution and harassment of 

environmental civil activists reported by non-governmental organisations at the 

fifteenth meeting of the Working Group of the Parties (Geneva, 3-5 September 2012), 

the Bureau subsequently discussed its possible role in addressing such matters and 

decided that, in exceptional situations that might imply non-compliance with article 3, 

paragraph 8 of the Convention, the Chair of the Bureau, after consultation with other 

Bureau members, would send a letter to the Party concerned, soliciting information 

and clarifying the matter. Bureau members may wish to declare a conflict of interest 

regarding the subject matter, as appropriate.  The procedure was intended as a prompt 

reaction to any severe incidents that might entail non-compliance with the 

Convention. The Bureau also agreed that the correspondence between the Bureau and 

the Party would be posted on the Convention’s website. 

 

3. Furthermore, the Bureau members agreed that such incidents should be 

brought to the attention of their countries’ diplomatic representations in the Party 

concerned. In addition, the Bureau considered that it is crucial that the Party 

concerned commits to investigate and address any possible non-compliance. 

  

IV.  Possible role of the Bureau in promoting principles of the Aarhus 

Convention in international forums  

 

4.  The Bureau discussed the establishment of a new High Level Political Forum 

which is expected to replace the United Nations Commission on Sustainable 

Development and the process of upgrading of the United Nations Environment 

Programme. The Bureau agreed that Parties should play a proactive role in promoting 
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principles of the Convention in these processes. It therefore requested the secretariat 

to send a message, on behalf of the Bureau, to national focal points encouraging them 

to promote the Convention’s principles in establishing the High Level Political 

Forum. The Bureau also agreed that a message, on its behalf, should be sent by the 

secretariat to the International Financial Institutions (IFIs), informing them about the 

relevant provisions of the Aarhus Convention and outcomes of the thematic session 

on promotion of the principles of the Aarhus Convention in international forums held 

at the latest meeting of the Working Group of the Parties.  

        

V.  Application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development in the Latin American and Caribbean region  

 

5. The Bureau welcomed the “Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of 

the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development” submitted by Chile and 

supported by 9 other countries, which aimed to promote environmental rights in the 

Latin American and Caribbean region. The Bureau members agreed to explore an 

opportunity for providing assistance to this initiative, including through bilateral 

cooperation (e.g. offering material on the implementation of the Aarhus Convention 

and supporting organisation of capacity-building activities). The secretariat informed 

the Bureau that it provides an on-going advisory support to the initiative. 

 

VI. Financial matters 

 

6.  The Bureau expressed its concern over the decreasing level of financial 

contributions by the Parties and discussed alternative options for supporting activities 

including in-kind contributions, and cooperation with other international 

organisations, private sector and IFIs.   

 

VII. Closing 

 
7.  The Bureau tentatively agreed to hold its next meeting on 26 February 2013. The 

Chair thanked the Bureau for constructive work and the secretariat for its support and 

closed the meeting. 
  

*** 


