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TWENTY-EIGHTH MEETING OF THE BUREAU OF THE MEETING OF 
THE PARTIES TO THE AARHUS CONVENTION1 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
28 February 2012 

 
I. Attendance  
 
Bureau members: Mr. Jit Peters (Netherlands, Chair), Ms. Loredana Dall’Ora (Italy, 
Vice-Chair), Mr. Ivan Narkevitch (Belarus, Vice-Chair), Mr. Lukas Pokorny (Czech 
Republic), Ms. Gordana Petkovic (Serbia), Mr. Jean-François Brakeland (European 
Union). 
NGO Observer: Mr. Jeremy Wates (European Environmental Bureau representing 
European ECO Forum). 
Observer: Mr. Edwin Koning (Netherlands, Assistant to the Chair). 
Apologies: Mr. Thomas Legoupil (France). 
 
II. Opening and adoption of the agenda  
 
1. The Bureau expressed its condolences for the sudden passing of Ms. Svitlana 
Kravchenko, a distinguished member and Vice-Chair of the Compliance Committee 
of the Aarhus Convention. Upon a proposal presented by the Chair, the Bureau 
decided to commemorate Ms. Kravchenko at the forthcoming 15th meeting of the 
Convention’s Working Group of the Parties (Geneva, 3-5 September 2012). 
 
2.  The Bureau took note of the information provided by the Director of the 
UNECE Environment Division regarding the joint on-site side event at the United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development – Rio+20 (Rio de Janeiro, 20-22 
June 2012)2 by the five United Nations Regional Commissions, namely the Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE), the Economic Commission for Africa, the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Carribean, the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia. The Director also informed the Bureau of the intention of the UNECE 
to focus at this event on the promotion of environmental democracy and sustainable 
development through e.g. the Aarhus Convention with its Protocol on Pollutant 
Release and Transfer Registers. The Bureau welcomed the intention of the Russian 
Federation to ratify the Aarhus Convention, which was reiterated during the Director's 
last visit to Moscow in December 2011. The Director also informed the Bureau of the 
expected arrival of the new Chief of Environment for Europe and Sustainable 
Development Section in the Environment Division, Mr. Zaal Lomtadze and provided 
information on the procedure regarding hiring a secretary for the Aarhus Convention 
as well as regarding the financial and human resources constraints faced by the United 
Nations, which oblige ECE to reduce the overall number and length of documents 
produced.  
 
3. The Bureau adopted the provisional agenda for the meeting. 
 
 

                                                
1 This document was not formally edited. 
2 http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.html 
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III.  Status of Ratification3  
 
4.  The secretariat reported that, as of 28 February 2012 there were 45 Parties to 
the Aarhus Convention, 28 Parties to the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer 
Registers (PRTRs) and 26 Parties to the amendment on public participation in 
decisions on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). With respect to new ratifications since the 
fourth session of the Meeting of the Parties (Chisinau, 29 June-1 July 2011), Iceland 
ratified the Convention on 20 October 2011 and Serbia ratified the PRTR Protocol on 
23 November 2011. No new ratifications of the GMO amendment were reported. In 
order for the amendment to enter into force, 27 ratifications were needed by countries 
that had been a Party to the Convention at the time of the adoption of the amendment. 
Of the 26 current Parties to the amendment, only 22 count towards its entry into force; 
as of 28 February 2012 five more ratifications were required. 
 
5. The Bureau took note of the information provided by the secretariat and 
expressed its concern regarding the status of ratification of the amendment. It 
requested the secretariat to contact the National Focal Points of the Parties that have 
not ratified the GMO amendment, requesting information regarding the possible 
obstacles encountered and encouraging Parties to make every possible effort in order 
for their countries to ratify the amendment soon.    
 
IV.  Implementation of the work programmes for 2009-2011 and 2012-2014 
 

a) Appointment of a member of the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus 
Convention 
 
6.  In order to maintain the balanced geographic distribution of membership, the 
Bureau agreed to consider nominations submitted for election at the last session of the 
Meeting of the Parties from the subregion of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia. In addition to criteria set out in the annex to Decision I/74 (e.g. person of high 
moral character and recognized competence in the fields to which the Convention 
relates), the Bureau also considered such criteria as knowledge of Russian language 
and gender balance. After reviewing the nominations submitted to the last session of 
the Meeting of the Parties the Bureau decided to appoint Ms. Dana Zhandayeva 
(Kazakhstan) as a new member of the Compliance Committee. In accordance with the 
procedure set out in the annex to Decision I/7 the Compliance Committee was 
expected to approve the appointment of Ms. Zhandayeva at its next meeting on 27-30 
March 2012.  
 

b) Overview of the implementation of the work programmes for 2009-
2011 and 2012-2014. 
 
7. The Bureau took note of a report by the secretariat covering the activities 
carried out between April 2011 and February 2012 and requested the secretariat to 
prepare an updated report for the 15th meeting of the Convention’s Working Group of 
the Parties (3-5 September 2012).  
 

                                                
3 Status of ratifications is available from: http://www.unece.org/env/pp/ratification.html 
4 Available from: http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop4/Documents/ece_mp.pp_2011_2_add.1_eng.pdf 
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8. The Bureau discussed the time allocation for the forthcoming meetings of the 
Task Force on Public Participation in Decision-making to be organised in cooperation 
with the respective bodies under the Protocol on Water and Health and the Protocol 
on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), and with European Commission and 
the Association Nationale des Comités et Commissions Locales d'Information 
(ANCCLI). The focus of discussion was whether the workplan of the Task Force 
could be sufficiently addressed through the foreseen time allocation. The Chair of the 
Task Force was of the opinion that the time allocation might not be sufficient, while 
the secretariat considered that the workplan of the Task Force will be well addressed 
through the planned activities. The Bureau concluded that the Chair of the Task Force 
and the secretariat should work on the substantive preparations for the upcoming 
meetings and, on the basis of this, see whether there were still concerns regarding the 
time allocation. The Chair informed the Bureau that, if after that time, any issues 
regarding time allocation remained he would be ready to revisit the matter and inform 
the Bureau accordingly.  
 

c) Plans for future activities 
 
9.  The Bureau took note of the calendar of planned activities under the 
Convention and its Protocol for 2012 and a tentative timeline for activities scheduled 
until the next session of the Convention's Meeting of the Parties in 2014.  
 

d) Promotion of the Convention 
 
10.  The Bureau took note of the information provided by the secretariat regarding 
side events on Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development5, 
which are planned at the Rio+20 Conference. The Bureau in particular discussed the 
possibility of engaging a high-level representative (head of State/head of government) 
of a Party to take part in the on-site side event to be organised by ECE with other UN 
Regional Commissions (see para. 3). The Bureau agreed that the Chair would send a 
letter to National Focal Points inviting them to consider offering a speaker at the 
appropriate level for that side event.  
 
11.  The Bureau further discussed the promotion of the Convention to non-ECE 
countries. It took note of an initiative on promoting the Convention in the 
Mediterranean region, presented by the European ECO-Forum, and of the work of the 
European Union in promoting environmental democracy in Tunisia.  
 
12.  The Bureau took note of the upcoming mission to Mongolia, which had 
expressed its interest in acceding to the Aarhus Convention. The mission was being 
organised by the secretariat at the invitation of the Office of the President of 
Mongolia. The mission, planned for 25-26 April 2012, would be headed by the Chair 
of the Meeting of the Parties and would involve representatives of several Parties.  
 
13.  In order to further the promotion of the Convention beyond the ECE region, 
the Bureau requested the secretariat to communicate the outcomes of the fourth 
session of the Meeting of the Parties and, in particular, Decision IV/5 on accession to 

                                                
5 Available from: http://www.un.org/documents/ga/conf151/aconf15126-1annex1.htm 
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the Convention by non-UNECE member States6, to the other UN Regional 
Commissions.  
        
V. Cooperation between the UNECE Multilateral Environmental Agreements   
 
14.  Ms. Loredana Dall’Ora, Vice Chair of the Bureau, reported on outcomes of the 
first informal meeting between representatives of the governing bodies of the ECE 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and the Committee of 
Environmental Policy (CEP) (Geneva, 22 November 2011). The Bureau welcomed 
the initiative of the Chair of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the 
Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents, who had initiated the meeting, and 
considered that this activity provided a good platform for sharing experiences, 
exploring synergies and joining forces for specific actions, such as, for example, 
preparation of comments on the "zero draft" document named "The Future We Want" 
for Rio+20 Conference. The Bureau noted at the same time that there should be no 
pursuing of artificial synergies and any harmonisation of activities should be explored 
only if it was genuinely beneficial for the work.  
 
15.  The next meeting of the representatives of the governing bodies of the ECE 
MEAs and CEP (Geneva, 16 April 2012) was expected to discuss, inter alia, input to 
the review of the 2005 ECE reform. In this respect, the Bureau expressed its concern 
over the fact that PRTR Protocol along with other Protocols to the UNECE 
Environment Conventions, which had entered into force, had to date received no 
support from the UN regular budget. The Bureau agreed that the matter should be 
brought for discussion to the upcoming meeting. The Bureau also suggested to 
consider at the next meeting the issue of application of the Almaty Guidelines7 in the 
work of ECE MEAs. Finally, the Bureau suggested that representatives of civil 
society, active in the work of the respective MEAs, could be invited to attend future 
meetings. 
 
VI. Preparation of the fifteenth meeting of the Working Group of the Parties 
 

a) Agenda of the 15th meeting of the Working Group of the Parties 
 
16.  The Bureau provided comments on the draft provisional agenda prepared by 
the secretariat and agreed that the meeting should start in the afternoon of 3 
September 2012 in order to facilitate the arrival of participants as well as EU 
coordination in the morning of the same day. The Bureau requested the secretariat to 
finalize the agenda taking into consideration the comments received and to submit it, 
subject to the approval by the Chair, to the Working Group of the Parties.  
 
17.  The Bureau had a preliminary discussion on the hosting of the fifth session of 
the Meeting of the Parties. Taking into account that the previous meetings were held 
in different subregions of ECE, the Bureau concluded that it would be desirable to 

                                                
6 Available from: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop4/Documents/ece_mp.pp_2011_2_add.1_eng.pdf 
7 Almaty Guidelines on Promoting the Application of the Principles of the Aarhus Convention in International 
Forums, available from: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2005/pp/ece/ece.mp.pp.2005.2.add.5.e.pdf 
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maintain a geographic balance when choosing the host country for the next session of 
the Meeting of the Parties.  
 

b) Strategic Plan 2015-2020 
  
18.  The Bureau approved a draft proposal on the preparation of the Strategic Plan 
2015-2020  prepared by the Chair with the assistance of the secretariat, and requested 
the secretariat to submit it to the Working Group of the Parties for consideration at its 
15th meeting. 
 
19.  The Bureau took note of a draft initial overview of the implementation of the 
Strategic Plan 2009-2014,8 prepared by the secretariat, and agreed to provide 
comments on the document by the end of May 2012. The Bureau requested the 
secretariat to further elaborate the document so that its final version was ready for 
information for the Working Group of the Parties at its 17th meeting (tentatively 
scheduled for February 2014). 
 

c) In-depth evaluation of the current functioning and implementation of 
the Convention 
 
20.  The Bureau provided comments on the draft proposal, prepared by the Chair 
with the assistance of the secretariat, regarding the preparation of an in-depth 
evaluation of the current functioning and implementation of the Convention. The 
Bureau approved the document as revised at the meeting, and requested the secretariat 
to submit it to the Working Group of the Parties for consideration at its 15th meeting. 
 

d) Assessment of the current interim scheme of contributions 
 
21.  The Bureau approved the draft proposal, prepared by the Chair with the 
assistance of the secretariat, regarding the preparation of an assessment of the current 
interim scheme of contributions and requested the secretariat to submit it to the 
Working Group of the Parties for consideration at its 15th meeting.  
 
VII. Financial Matters 
 
22.  The Bureau took note of the overview of contributions and expenditures for 
the activities under the Aarhus Convention and its Protocol prepared by the 
secretariat. The Bureau requested the secretariat to explore the possibility to estimate, 
where feasible, the value of in-kind contributions and prepare an updated overview for 
information for the Working Group at its 15th meeting. 
 
VIII. Closing 
 
23.  The Bureau tentatively agreed to hold its next meeting back-to-back following the 
15th meeting of the Working Group of the Parties. The Chair thanked the Bureau for 
constructive work and the secretariat for its support and closed the meeting. 
  

*** 
                                                
8 Available from: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/mop3/ODS/ece_mp_pp_2008_2_add_16_e_StPl.pdf 


