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Directive on Public Access to Environmental Information, 2003/4/EC 

Directive on Reuse of Public Sector Information, 2003/98/EC 

UNECE Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, 1998 

Declaration of the UN Stockholm Conference on the Human 

Environment, 1972 

Standardized Environmental Reporting Directive, 1991  

Source: Thom Pick 

Rio Declaration on Environment and  Development, June 1992 

Environmental Information - History 

INSPIRE Directive , 2007 /2/EC 

COM(2008) 46 SEIS Communication 

COM(2005)565: GMES From Concept to Reality 

COM(2008)748: GMES: We care for a Safer Planet 



Environmental Information - Austria 
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Aarhus Convention on Access to Information,  

Ratification in 2005 

Directive on Access to  

Environmental Information 90/313/EEC , 

  

Source: Thom Pick 

Directive on Public Access 

to Environmental Information, 2003 

SEIS - Austria 

INSPIRE Act, 2009 

Environmental Information Act, 2005 

Environmental Information Act, 1993  

Open Government Data 



Umweltbundesamt is the leader of a coordination centre 

whose task consists in supporting the information exchange 

between information providing bodies and in proposing 

suitable measures to facilitate access to environmental 

information, as well as in ensuring the high quality of 

environmental information. 

Coordination Centre for Environmental 
Information – EIA 2004, section 10 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/umweltinformation/koordinierungsstelle 



Work programme of Coordination Centre  

 Supporting unified structures  

 Facilitating access to information (unified structures, 

eGovernment, Internet) 

 Supporting the exchange of information between 

information providing bodies („iS“) 

 By using the existing eGovernment structures federal government, 

provinces, cities and municipalities, as well as industry/economy  

 Existing eGovernment structures are used to ensure cooperation 

between the setting up a working group for environmental 

information (PG-UI) within the framework of  “Cooperation BLSG” 

(Bund-Länder-Städte-Gemeinden) under the umbrella of “Platform 

Digital Austria” 

http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/site/6497/Default.aspx  
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http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/site/6497/Default.aspx


eGovernment 
Task Force EI 

 eGovernment Projektgruppe Umweltinformation PG UI 

 

Goals:  

 Common approach to deal with the requirements of UIG 2004 in the 

framework of cooperation BLSG (Plattform Digitales Österreich)  

 Development of a central EI Portal zentralen Umweltinformationsportals 

(One-Stop-Shop) in line with the intentions of the European Commission 

for a „Shared Environmental Information System“ Gemeinsamen 

Umweltinformationssystem" (SEIS).  

 Umweltinformationsysteme in Bund und Ländern   

 Member States report 2009 to European Commission on the experience 

gained in the application of the Directive (Beiträge)  

http://www.ref.gv.at/Umweltinformation.1024.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Umweltinformation.1024.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Umweltinformation.1024.0.html
http://www.umweltnet.at/article/articleview/26234/1/7247
http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/
http://www.ref.gv.at/uploads/media/Anforderungen_der_RL_UI_an_ein_UI_System_Version_20081117.pdf
http://www.ref.gv.at/SEIS-Gemeinsames-Europaeisch.1718.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/SEIS-Gemeinsames-Europaeisch.1718.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/UI-Systeme-in-Bund-und-Laender.ui-systeme.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/UI-Systeme-in-Bund-und-Laender.ui-systeme.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/UI-Systeme-in-Bund-und-Laender.ui-systeme.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/uploads/media/Bericht_OEsterreichs_ueber_die_Anwendung_der_Richtlinie_2003-4-EG.pdf
http://www.ref.gv.at/uploads/media/Bericht_OEsterreichs_ueber_die_Anwendung_der_Richtlinie_2003-4-EG.pdf
http://www.ref.gv.at/uploads/media/Bericht_OEsterreichs_ueber_die_Anwendung_der_Richtlinie_2003-4-EG.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_de.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_de.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_de.htm
http://www.ref.gv.at/Berichtspflicht-zur-2003-4-EG.2184.0.html
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eGovernment in Austria | 9 | 

Organisation 

Federal Government 

Digital Austria 

Management CIO Spokesperson 

Local and National Governments as well as Chamber Organisations and Industry 

Digital Austria 

Federal ICT Board 

Digital Austria 
eCooperation Board 

Provinces, Municipalities, Regions Ministries 



European Commission´s comment 

 “Austria's example to address issues of modernisation of systems 

and infrastructures for management of environmental information as 

an integral part of the national eGovernment action under the Co-

ordination of an eGovernment group is a good example that we can 

learn a lot at national and EU level”  

 “I would like to stress again that the combination in Austria of Aarhus 

Convention & Directive 2003/4/EC and SEIS with the national 

eGovernment process is for me a sound and efficient way 

implement both initiatives. …………”  

 …..„We are glad to see the link made in Austria between SEIS and 

eGovernment.“…….  

 …….„I believe that is a sound and efficient way for implementing SEIS, 

INSPIRE and the Aarhus Convention & Directive 2003/4/EC: anchor 

them on the e-Government platform.“……  



The Coordination Centre (KUI) 
provides information via webplatforms 

 KUI informs the public about its activities on the Internet at 
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/koordinierungsstelle/  
 

 KUI also provides information on the Environmental Information 

Act (EIA 2004, UIG 2004) at HELP.gv.at 
http://www.help.gv.at/Content.Node/166/Seite.1660000.html 
 

 The platform of the working group Environmental Information (PG 

UI) on the eGov Reference Server at  
http://www.ref.gv.at/Umweltinformation.1024.0.html  

Open Government Data - Let the sunshine in - Das Öffentlichkeitsprinzip 

der Verwaltung   
 

 Unternehmensserviceportal USP  
https://www.usp.gv.at/Portal.Node/usp/public/content/umwelt_und_verke

hr/umweltinformation/Seite.1660000.html  

http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/koordinierungsstelle/
http://www.help.gv.at/Content.Node/166/Seite.1660000.html
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/koordinierungsstelle/
http://www.ref.gv.at/Umweltinformation.1024.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
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http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/Open-Government-Let-the-suns.opengovernment.0.html
http://www.help.gv.at/Content.Node/166/Seite.1660000.html
https://www.usp.gv.at/Portal.Node/usp/public/content/umwelt_und_verkehr/umweltinformation/Seite.1660000.html
https://www.usp.gv.at/Portal.Node/usp/public/content/umwelt_und_verkehr/umweltinformation/Seite.1660000.html


Electronic access to environmental 
information – an important 
fundament for e-democracy and 
environmental protection 

Ad hoc Committee on  

E-Democracy of the Council 

of Europe (CAHDE)  
Strasbourg, 8-9 October 2007 

 

Michael Nagy 

Rudolf Legat 

J. Hrebicek 

 

(Additional material used from  
T. Pick, S. Jensen, F. Kruse, 

T. Vögele, H.-J. Krammer) 

http://www.ref.gv.at/CAHDE.1379.0.html  

http://www.ref.gv.at/CAHDE.1379.0.html
http://www.ref.gv.at/CAHDE.1379.0.html


Towards eEnvironment 
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http://www.ict-ensure.eu/  

Literature Information System: 
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ei-lit  
  

Research Programmes Information System: 
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ictensure/site  

http://www.ict-ensure.eu/
http://www.ict-ensure.eu/
http://www.ict-ensure.eu/
http://www.ict-ensure.eu/
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ei-lit
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ei-lit
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ei-lit
http://www.iai.kit.edu/ictensure/site


Cooperation OGD Austria 
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On 13 July 2011, the Federal Chancellery and the cities of Vienna, 
Linz, Salzburg and Graz founded "Cooperation Open Government Data 
Austria", in short "Cooperation OGD Austria". 

 http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/  

 

 BKA: Open Government Data Österreich – press conference at the 
BKA - Cooperation OGD Austria  

 Vienna: OGD – Open Data on Vienna – environmental data  

 Tyrol: Welcome to the Tyrolean Open Data Portal ! - Umweltdaten 

 Linz: Welcome to Linz Open Data 

 Vbg: Open Government Data Vorarlberg 

 Graz: Open Government Data Graz 

 U: OpenData Portal Umweltbundesamt – Press release 

 Sbg: Welcome to the Open Government Data on the city of Salzburg  

 Stmk: Open Government Data Land Steiermark - Umweltdaten 

 NÖ: Open Government Data Land Niederösterreich - Umweltdaten 

 OÖ: Open Government Data Land Oberösterreich - Umweltdaten 

 Ktn: Open Government Data Land Kärnten - Umweltdaten  

 

http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.gv.at/
http://data.gv.at/
http://data.gv.at/
http://data.gv.at/
http://data.gv.at/
http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/site/cob__47371/currentpage__0/6654/default.aspx
http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/site/cob__47371/currentpage__0/6654/default.aspx
http://www.digitales.oesterreich.gv.at/site/cob__47371/currentpage__0/6654/default.aspx
http://www.data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://www.data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://www.data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://www.data.gv.at/offene-daten/cooperation-ogd-oesterreich/
http://data.wien.gv.at/
http://data.wien.gv.at/
http://data.wien.gv.at/
http://data.wien.gv.at/
http://data.wien.gv.at/
http://data.wien.gv.at/katalog/umwelt/
http://data.wien.gv.at/katalog/umwelt/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://data.tirol.gv.at/
http://www.tirol.gv.at/applikationen/e-government/data/datenkatalog/umwelt/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.linz.gv.at/
http://data.vorarlberg.gv.at/
http://data.vorarlberg.gv.at/
http://data.vorarlberg.gv.at/
http://data.vorarlberg.gv.at/
http://data.vorarlberg.gv.at/
http://data.graz.gv.at/
http://data.graz.gv.at/
http://data.graz.gv.at/
http://data.graz.gv.at/
http://data.graz.gv.at/
http://data.umweltbundesamt.at/
http://data.umweltbundesamt.at/
http://data.umweltbundesamt.at/
http://data.umweltbundesamt.at/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/aktuell/presse/lastnews/newsarchiv_2012/news_20120629/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/aktuell/presse/lastnews/newsarchiv_2012/news_20120629/
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/aktuell/presse/lastnews/newsarchiv_2012/news_20120629/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.stadt-salzburg.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/
http://data.steiermark.at/cms/beitrag/11822068/95633323
http://data.noe.gv.at/
http://data.noe.gv.at/
http://data.noe.gv.at/
http://data.noe.gv.at/
http://data.noe.gv.at/
http://data.noe.gv.at/Land-Zukunft/Open-Government-Data/Umwelt.html
http://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/cps/rde/xchg/ooe/hs.xsl/opendata_DEU_HTML.htm
http://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/cps/rde/xchg/ooe/hs.xsl/opendata_DEU_HTML.htm
http://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/cps/rde/xchg/ooe/hs.xsl/opendata_DEU_HTML.htm
http://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/cps/rde/xchg/ooe/hs.xsl/opendata_DEU_HTML.htm
http://www.land-oberoesterreich.gv.at/cps/rde/xchg/ooe/hs.xsl/opendata_DEU_HTML.htm
http://t.co/77YR4jd9Sp
http://data.ktn.gv.at/
http://data.ktn.gv.at/
http://data.ktn.gv.at/
http://data.ktn.gv.at/
http://data.ktn.gv.at/
http://data.ktn.gv.at/category/umwelt/
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National Open Government Data Portal 
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Comprising „open documents“ 



Future Developments ... Open Data 

 Malmö Ministerial Declaration 2009: 
 EU-MS are pledged to Open Data & Open Government  

 http://www.epractice.eu/en/library/299149  

 Digital Agenda for Europe  
 EC – DG Connect: The Digital Agenda for Europe - an important basis for "Open 

Government" and "Open Data" in the EU  

 http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/  

 http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/open-data-0  

 EC Vice President Neelie Kroes heading to Open Data Portals at 
EU level & MS  
 From common standards to open data http://ow.ly/6BzBi  

 Renewed Directive „Public Sector Information“ PSI 
 Towards a central instrument of EC Open Data Policy  

 https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/news/revision-psi-directive  

 Horizon 2020  
 Call INSO-1-2014: ICT-enabled open government 

 http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics
/2469-inso-1-2014.html  
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Press release: 
Brussels, 12 December 2011 – The Commission 
has launched an Open Data Strategy for Europe 

 Commission Vice President Neelie Kroes said: “We are 

sending a strong signal to administrations today. Your data 

is worth more if you give it away. So start releasing it now: 

use this framework to join the other smart leaders who are 

already gaining from embracing open data. Taxpayers have 

already paid for this information, the least we can do is give 

it back to those who want to use it in new ways that help 

people and create jobs and growth.” 

 

 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-11-1524_en.htm  
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VIDEOMESSAGE by Janez Potočnik,  
European Commissioner for Environment  
at EnviroInfo 2013, 2 September 2013, University of Hamburg  

 Tackling the many environmental challenges we see today 

depends on the careful assessment of information from a 

variety of sectors and sources. That is just as true for 

emergencies - such as fires and floods - as it is for longer-term 

objectives to improve air quality and water management.  

 Sharing environmental information is key to sound, 

knowledge-based policy-making.  

 Ultimately, we should work towards a system where 

information on the environment where people live and work is 

publicly available and on-line.  

 https://reference.e-government.gv.at/uploads/media/VM_-

_EnviroInfo2013_-_textonly.pdf  20 
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Contakt & Information 

Johannes Mayer / Rudolf Legat / Andreas Berthold / 
 

Umweltbundesamt GmbH 

Spittelauer Lände 5 

1090 Wien/Österreich 

Tel.: +43-1-31304/0 

umweltinformation@umweltbundesamt.at 

opendata@umweltbundesamt.at 

www.umweltbundesamt.at  
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