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Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on  

Access to Information, Public Participation  

in Decision-making and Access to Justice  

in Environmental Matters 

Task Force on Access to Justice 

Ninth meeting 

Geneva, 14-15 June 2016 

Item 6 of the provisional agenda 
Closing 

 

Key outcomes
1
 

as agreed by the Task Force on Access to Justice at its ninth meeting 

 

  Item 1. Opening and adoption of the agenda 

1. The Task Force adopted the agenda as set out in the document 

AC/TF.AJ-9/Inf.1. 

  Item 2. Promoting effective access to justice: recent 
developments 

(a) Update on legislative, policy and case-law developments 

2.  The Task Force: 

(a) Took note of the recent developments related to access to 

justice reported by the speakers; 

(b) Highlighted that standing, costs, and the scope of review 

remained important issues across the Parties to the Convention; 
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(c) Called on Parties, partner organizations and other 

stakeholders to take all necessary measures to implement the 

relevant objectives of the Convention’s Strategic Plan. 

(b) Update on capacity-building initiatives 

3. The Task Force: 

(a) Welcomed capacity-building initiatives reported by speakers; 

(b) Welcomed the examples on the integration of access to justice 

in environmental matters into the curriculum of law faculties, public 

administration, judicial training and other relevant institutions and 

called to promote such integration further; 

(c) Suggested giving particular priority within the capacity-

building activities under the Convention to the following issues: 

removing barriers to access to justice with regard to standing, costs 

and effective remedies; and facilitating national dialogues aimed at 

removing such barriers; 

(d) Called on Parties, partner organizations and other 

stakeholders to continue addressing the above issues through their 

activities; 

(e) Encouraged wider use of electronic information tools for 

capacity-building activities related to access to justice. 

  Item 3. Thematic focus: scope of review 

4. The Task Force: 

(a) Welcomed the progress in carrying out the study on the scope 

of review in Germany, Italy, Poland, France and Sweden, the United 

Kingdom led by Germany and the study on the same matter in 

Albania, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Serbia and Ukraine 

launched under the auspices of the Task Force; 

(b) Requested the secretariat in consultation with the Chair to 

revise the study launched under auspices of the Task Force as 

discussed at the meeting. The revised study will be circulated by 20 

July 2016. National focal points and stakeholders are invited to 

provide their comments to the secretariat on the second draft by 19 

August 2016; 

(c) Recognized the pivotal role of constitutional justice in 

ensuring the effective implementation of the Convention; 
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(d)  Highlighted various approaches used by the Parties to the 

Convention in defining the scope and intensity of the review 

procedure to challenge decisions, acts and omissions by public 

authorities as provided by article 9 of the Convention and called to 

consider the linkages of the scope and intensity of review with 

standing, adequate and effective remedies and costs in order to 

ensure effective access to justice in environmental matters. 

(e) Welcomed the expansion of the study on the scope of review 

to other interested Parties that have not been covered so far. 

  4. The way forward 

5. The Task Force: 

(a) Welcomed the Note by the Chair on the future work of the 

Task Force on Access to Justice (AC/WGP-20/Inf.3). 

(b) Suggested the following issues to be given particular priority: 

(i) Effective access to justice in information cases (article 9, 

para. 1, in conjunction with article 9, paragraph 4, of the 

Convention); 

(ii) The scope of review and other issues related to the effective 

access to review of acts or omissions that contravene permit 

requirements or laws relating to the environment, including with 

regard to spatial planning (article 9, paras. 2 and 3, in conjunction 

with article 9, para. 4, of the Convention); 

(iii) Removing financial barriers to access to justice (article 9, 

paras. 4 and 5); 

(c) Reiterated its continuous support to promote multi-

stakeholder dialogues, e-justice initiatives, capacity-building at all 

levels, dissemination of information on access to review procedures 

and relevant case-law and collection of relevant statistics; 

(d) Welcomed the analytical studies on access to justice led by 

the Task Force and other Parties to the Convention and suggested to 

make a synthesis report highlighting the main findings and good 

practices of the studies; 

(e) Called to promote networking of members of judiciary, 

judicial institutions and other review bodies across the pan-

European region under the auspices of the Task Force and to further 

strengthen cooperation with existing networks of judges, public 

interest lawyers, and other legal professionals, as well as other 
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international forums, to exchange information, especially in light of 

achieving Sustainable Development Goal 16 and meeting its target 

16.3. 

(f) Reiterated the importance of the Task Force as a multi-

stakeholder platform and welcomed the proposal to organize a 

workshop under auspices of the Task Force with the participation of 

representatives of the Parties, members of judiciary and other 

review bodies, international organizations, non-governmental 

organizations, public interest lawyers, academia and other 

stakeholders. 

  5. Conclusions 

6. The Task Force: 

(a) Agreed on the outcomes of the meeting as presented by the 

Chair and discussed under each (sub)items; 

(b) Requested the secretariat, in consultation with the Chair, to 

finalize the meeting report and incorporate these outcomes. 


