
Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Access to Information,

Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice

in Environmental Matters

Task Force on Access to Justice
(Third meeting, Geneva, 14-15 October 2009)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE MEETING

to be held in Salle XI, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland,

starting at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 14 October 2009
1.
Opening of the meeting

The Chair will open the meeting.

2.
Adoption of the agenda 
3.
Half-day mini-conference

The conference will focus on “Hot topics and case law related to the implementation of the Aarhus Convention: national and regional experiences”. Experts will have the opportunity to benefit from and discuss the presentations of a small number of speakers on how courts interpret and implement the Convention and/or the laws transposing the Convention at the domestic level.
4.
Sharing experiences: inclusion of jurisprudence in the Aarhus Clearinghouse
Through paragraph 16 (a) (ii) of decision III/3, the Meeting of the Parties requested the Task Force to develop a portal for the exchange of jurisprudence concerning the Convention for use by judges, legal professionals, academics and other stakeholders. The Chair will outline the work already undertaken in cooperation with the secretariat and the national focal points in accordance with the Task Force’s mandate. Experts will be invited to review the progress made and make suggestions for the further development of the portal.
5. 
Analytical studies
The Chair of the Task Force will propose, for discussion by the experts, possible topics to be covered through the analytical studies. Such topics might include costs, remedies, legal aid, standing criteria and alternative dispute resolution.

6.
Workshops
The Chair will present, for discussion by the experts of the Task Force, proposals for workshops on the Aarhus Convention targeting members of the judiciary, judicial training institutions and other legal practitioners in the member States.
7.
Capacity building, training materials, outreach and cooperation
Experts will be invited to present their ideas for further work in the fields of capacity building, training materials, outreach and cooperation, having in mind the need to engage and seek synergies with interested institutions that are active in the field.
8.
Any other business

Experts who wish to propose points under this item are requested to inform the secretariat as soon as possible.

9.
Adoption of the report and close of the meeting
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