MEETING OF THE PARTIES TO THE AAHUS CONVENTION

SECOND MEETING OF THE TASKFORCE ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE

OPENING THE DOORS TO JUSTICE: 
THE CHALLENGE OF STRENGTHENING PUBLIC ACCESS

INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this paper is to introduce delegates to the work of the European Union Forum of Judges for the Environment (“EUFJE”).  The EUFJE has its origins in a meeting in London on 10th – 11th October 2002 when Judges from across Europe met with Judges and scholars from across the Globe to take initial steps in advancing the implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development Johannesburg Plan of Implementation insofar as it related to the role of the judiciary in achieving sustainable development.  The Symposium agreed to establish from that date a European Judicial Forum to progress the outcomes of the Symposium with its initial membership to comprise the European members of the judiciary who attended the Symposium.  A copy of the London Bridge Statement is attached to this paper as Annex 1.  
CONSTITUTION
In fact it was not until 28th February 2004 that the present Constitution of EUFJE was adopted in Brussels.  The registered office of the Association is at the Cour d’Arbitrage de Belgique, Plas Royale 7, 1000 Bruxelles.

The organisation is an international non-profit association governed by Title III of the Belgian Law of June 27th 1921 concerning non-profit associations, international non-profit associations and foundations.  
The purpose of the Association is to find by Article 3 as follows:

“The purpose of the Association is to promote, in the perspective of sustainable development, the implementation of National, European and International Environmental Law.

The Association seeks more particular to:-

· share experience on judicial training in environmental law;
· foster the knowledge of environmental law among Judges;

· share experience on environmental case law;

· contribute to a better implementation and enforcement of International, European and National Environmental Law.”

A copy of the Constitution is attached to this paper as Annex 2.
ACTIVITIES IN 2005 AND 2006
1.
A forum to share judicial experience
In 2005 and 2006, the Association has been a Forum for EU Judges to bring them together and share their experience of the implementation of environment law and especially, EU environment law.
Thus the EUFJE was involved in the conference organised by the ICEF on May 27 and 28, 2005 in Ostia Antica on the subject matter of “Prevention and Remedying of Environmental Damage”.  The discussion focused on the new Directive 2004/35/EC.  The proceedings of this workshop have been published by Bruylant with the support of the Union des Avocats Européens.  
On December 2-3, 2005, the Annual Conference of the EUFJE took place in London, with the support of the UK Presidency of the EU and the support of the European Commission (DG Environment).  The debate was devoted to “European Waste Law – Theory & Practice” and answers to the questionnaire sent out in advance came from 16 European countries.  They are available on the website of the Forum http://www.eufje.org/.  Lord Goldsmith QC, then British Attorney General, as well as Lord Phillips of Worth Matravers, Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales, addressed the participants and expressed their interest in the work of the Forum.  Sir Francis Jacobs, Advocate General at the European Court of Justice made a key note address on “The ECJ and Environment”.  
The 2006 Annual Conference was organised on September 15 and 16 by the Supreme Administrative Court of Finland, with the support of the Finnish Presidency and DG Environment.  The subject matter was the “Impact of Natura 2000 on Environment Licensing”.  13 national reports were sent and can be found online, on the website of the EUFJE.  The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Justice, Ms Kirsti Rissanen, delivered a speech for the Minister of Justice, Ms Leena Luhtanen, and the Minister of Environment, Mr Jan-Erik Enestam, also addressed the members of the Forum.  Mr Allan Rosas, Judge at the European Court of Justice delivered a speech on “The ECJ and Nature Protection”.  
2. Gathering valuable information for EU institutions

Following the London conference, the EUFJE has endeavoured to get involved into the process of EU legislation.  The London Conference allowed the identification of difficulties and the Board wrote comments on the draft directive on waste.  Those comments were sent to the European Commission and the European Parliament.  The EUFJE is mindful that matters of policy are not matters for Judges, but remarks on legal matters drawn from Court experience can be useful and they were well received by European institutions.  A number of EUFJE suggestions have been adopted by the rapporteur of the European Parliament Committee for Environment.
The Forum can build on this experience and discuss during its Annual Conferences on EU legislation in the making.  The experience gathered by the Forum on EU environment law is of practical value for EU Judges as well as for EU institutions.

3.
Exporting the “acquis” in environment law outside the EU
The EUFJE has also taken part in the work of the UN, with the Aarhus Convention on access to justice in the field of environment law.  In 2005, Lord Justice Carnwath, Secretary General of the EUFJE, attended a UN meeting in Almaty, Kazakhstan, when the UN Task Force on Access to Justice was set up.  Both the President of the EUFJE and Judge Ulf Bjallas, Vice President of the EUFJE, attended the first meeting of the Task Force in Geneva.
ACTIVITIES IN 2007
1.
Participation in the Kiev Conference  
Several members of EUFJE participated in the Access to Justice Regional Workshop for High-Level Judiciary (Eastern Europe and South Caucasus Region) on 4th – 5th June 2007 in Kiev, Ukraine.  Speaking as one of those Judges, I found the Workshop stimulating and very useful.  I very much hope that Judges from EUFJE are invited to participate in future Workshops.  
2.
The Fourth Annual Conference of EUFJE 
The Fourth Annual Conference of EUFJE will be held in the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg on 3rd December 2007.  The Conference will be supported by the European Court of Justice, the European Commission and the Luxembourg authorities.  The purpose of the Conference is to consider the criminal enforcement of environmental law as regards the European dimension as well as national experiences.  The Conference will also provide the occasion for the Annual Meeting of the General Assembly of EUFJE including a review of EUFJE activities over the past 12 months and an outline of the proposed work programme for 2008.  The Conference will provide a unique opportunity for senior members of the judiciary across Europe to meet and exchange experiences of environmental law.
CONCLUSION
EUFJE has proved very important in bringing together Judges across the European Union who are concerned with the environment.  As the European Union continues to expand, then EUFJE will continue to grow.  It is hoped that our experience will encourage Judges outside the European Union with an interest in the environment to form regional associations of their own.  
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