Survey of capacity-building strengths and needs
Georgia


I. Capacity constraints

1. Please identify 3 main capacity constraints in implementing the Convention at the national level, specifying in which sectors or fields they exist and with regard to implementing which provisions of the Convention.

1) There are two main problems in the implementation of the firs pillar of the Convention, in particular:

- Reliable environmental monitoring data some times is not available even for the MoE

-  Some important environmental information (data on pollutants, the National Report on the State of Environment, etc.  ) doesn’t disseminate actively (Article 5)

2) Public participation in decision making sometimes doesn’t put into practice (Article 6)

3) There is a lack of environmental education, awareness and interest in environmental issues from the public (Article 3)

2. Please identify 3 main capacity constraints in implementing the Convention at the regional or local level, specifying in which sectors or fields they exist and with regard to implementing which provisions of the Convention

- The same
3.  What are the capacity constraints of the civil society related to the exercise of rights under the Convention?

· Lack of knowledge of civil society on their rights under the Aarhus Convention (Article 2, 9)

· Lack of awareness of legal officials on the Aarhus Convention (Article 9)

· a) Relatively high state tax for proceedings at law

b)  Prolonged time-limits take place in some cases of proceedings, and

c) Distrust of public to court (Article 9)

4. What has to be done to remedy these problems?


a. legislative or regulatory changes;

- New draft Law on Environmental Impact Permit has been elaborated, where the principle of the Aarhus Convention on early public participation in decisions on specific activities has been considered (Article 3, 6)
- Georgian Law on Payment for Making Copies on the Documents entered into force (Article 4)

b. institutional changes (please specify of what kind, in which authorities or bodies and on what level)

- There is a “Hot Line” at a recently established unit of the MoE , where many people make calls and hence more and more people becoming included in environmental issues. 


c. technical support (please specify of what kind, for which authorities or bodies and on what level)


- Aarhus Convention Clearinghouse National Node is developed (“Aarhus Centre”)

- Brochures on Aarhus Convention for courts are prepared (“Aarhus Centre”)

- MoE with the Ministry of Education and Science are actively included in the implementation of “Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development”

-Action plans for development of environmental issues in educational programs will be worked out (“ Aarhus Center”) 

- Radio forecasts on the Aarhus Convention are on the air (“Aarhus Centre”)

- Sseveral brochures, articles and other publications are printed; Promotion Videos (TV-clips) for awareness rising in environmental issues are on the air at regular intervals (Inspection on Environment Protection, MoE).  
II. Implemented, ongoing and upcoming capacity-building initiatives

5. What are the capacity building programs in the institutions involved in implementation of the Convention? (
	Program (incl. dates and implementing institutions)
	Beneficiary Institutions
	Institutional level targeted
	Methodologies used 
	Outcomes and outputs
	Funded from

	1. Project “Environmental Information, Education and Public Awareness” (2002-2004)
	MoE
	Relevant Departments of the MoE, other governmental Institutions, and public
	Trainings, meetings, round tables, etc.
	1. A data base of the official correspondence of the MoE was developed to improve access to information

2. Some difficulties of access to information in  the regions of Georgia has been found out

3. Bureau of Environmental Information was established in one region, the task of which is to collect and provide the information on request 
	EU

	2. “Aarhus Centre” (2006)
	MoE
	MoE, NGOs, public, etc
	Trainings, meetings, round tables, legal consultations, brochures for judges, radio forecasts, etc
	1. Development of Aarhus Clearinghouse National Node (http://aarhus.dsl.ge),

2. Facilitation of access to information

3. Awareness raising on the Aarhus Convention  

4. Assist in different activities related to the environment 

5.Establishment of the library

7. Provide legal consultations to citizens

8. Preparation of draft version of comparative legal report on harmonization of national legislation with the Aarhus Convention (with recommendations)


	OSCE

	3. Waste inventory in Georgia (industrial, medical, domestic and biological wastes)

(2006-2007) 
	MoE
	MoE, experts
	Questionnaires,

GPS system
	Creation of an used friendly data base system of waste in Georgia
	UNDP

	
	
	
	
	
	


6. What is your experience with capacity-building projects up to now 

a. how did they address specific needs and gaps? 

· They meet some requirements of the obligations under the Aarhus Convention, in particular:

1) Project on “Environmental Information, Education and Public Awareness” facilitated access to information, awareness rising, and also some problems in enforcement of the Convention at the local have been revealed.

2) “Aarhus Centre” addresses the following tasks: development of the Aarhus Clearinghouse National Node and a library; facilitation of access to information; awareness raising; assistance in different environmental activities; provision of legal consultation to citizens; and preparation of draft version of comparative legal report on harmonization of national legislation with the Aarhus Convention (with recommendations).

3) Waste Inventory in Georgia will support in development of data base system of industrial, medical, domestic and biological waste.

b. which projects/methodologies were most useful and why? 
-Trainings for the staff of the MoE in the Aarhus Convention were useful for better understanding of the principles of and obligations under the Convention

- Due to their high costs, awareness raising campaigns aren’t quite a lot, but they are effective 

-The new draft law on Environmental Impact Permit gives an opportunity to the public to participate in decision making at early stage.


c.   what is the follow-up on these? 

- Almost all activities will be continued end expanded in many regions of Georgia

c. what should be avoided in the future?

- Discontinue successive activities/methodologies

- Duplication of activities
7. What capacity-building initiatives and activities related to the implementation of the Convention are undertaken by the government on its own initiative and with its own funds? 

 - New draft law on Environmental Impact Permit 
- Georgian Law on Payment for Making Copies on the Documents

- Establishment of “Inspection on Environment Protection”

- “Hot Line”at the MoE

- Development of web-site of the MoE (http://www.moe.gov.ge) 
- Equip the MoE by technique

- Some of awareness raising activities (promotion videos, brochures/booklets, presentations, etc.). 
( Please provide links to any available references and resources
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