Survey of capacity-building strengths and needs
Blue Link, Bulgaria


I. Capacity constraints

1. Please identify 3 main capacity constraints in implementing the Convention at the national level, specifying in which sectors or fields they exist and with regard to implementing which provisions of the Convention.

- local authorities in Bulgaria are unaware of Aarhus Convention and their obligation on it;

- national authorities in Bulgaria make efforts to avoid the implementation of Aarhus Convention. Especially access to participation in decision making process is fake/artificial – there is in practice no real power in the hands of citizens to equally participate in this process together with the administration. Most of the time the authorities are not aware of the requirement to involve citizens in this process.

- the justice system in Bulgaria is not efficient and most of the people who work there are unaware of the Aarhus Convention.

- most of the citizens in Bulgaria are not aware of the Aarhus Convention (AC) and how they can benefit from its implementation.

2. Please identify 3 main capacity constraints in implementing the Convention at the regional or local level, specifying in which sectors or fields they exist and with regard to implementing which provisions of the Convention

- lack of capacity of the local authorities to implement the AC provisions in the field of access to information and access to participation in the decision making process.

- lack of capacity of the justice system to implement the AC.

- lack of capacity of citizens to use the provisions of the AC.

3.  What are the capacity constraints of the civil society related to the exercise of rights under the Convention?

- lack of knowledge on how to use the AC.

- unawareness of who to approach on issues related to AC implementation.

- lack of skills to benefit from the provisions of the AC.

4. What has to be done to remedy these problems?


a. legislative or regulatory changes;

- all legislative or regulatory changes should implement a multicultural approach – e.g. the principles of AC should be included in all legislation that concerns environmental issues.


b. institutional changes (please specify of what kind, in which authorities or bodies and on what level)

- the changes in institutions shouldn’t affect the implementation of AC – all regulations and rules should be designed in a way to avoid this to happen.


c. technical support (please specify of what kind, for which authorities or bodies and on what level)


- the regional inspectorates of environment and waters should be equipped with all technical tools that allow them to efficiently implement and monitor the implementation of the AC.

- all authorities part of the AC have to have constants internet access at their working places.

II. Implemented, ongoing and upcoming capacity-building initiatives

5. What are the capacity building programs in the institutions involved in implementation of the Convention? (
	Program (incl. dates and implementing institutions)
	Beneficiary Institutions
	Institutional level targeted
	Methodologies used 
	Outcomes and outputs
	Funded from

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


I have no info about this question.

6. What is your experience with capacity-building projects up to now 

a. how did they address specific needs and gaps?

- successfully.

b. which projects/methodologies were most useful and why?

- practical examples and case studies from other countries – through them it is easier to understand the AC principles and to develop own ideas on how to implement it in Bulgaria.


c.   what is the follow-up on these?

- no follow up – the trainings were project based and after the projects finished they didn’t continue.


d.   what should be avoided in the future?

- lack of sustainability in capacity building, lack of development of tools for successful implementation of the AC principles.

7. What capacity-building initiatives and activities related to the implementation of the Convention are undertaken by the government on its own initiative and with its own funds? 

- I have no info about such.

( Please provide links to any available references and resources
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