
Section II:  The Peer Review
i) The nature of the review
The key documents for understanding the nature of the peer review are the Generic Guidelines for technical reviews and EB decision 1998/2 (Sections IV and V in this document).  A functional interpretation of their content is as follows:

a) The review will provide critical scientific evaluation of the technical content of the proposal against each of the requirements outlined in Executive Body decision 1998/2, and advise on the degree to which the information provided supports the proposal (from paragraph 8, Generic Guidelines).  

b) For Track A, the review will be on the elements of the proposal which are relevant to a decision being made on whether or not the substance should be considered a POP.  This review will focus upon the elements in paragraph 1 (a) - (d) of EB 1998/2, and evaluated, inter alia, in accordance with its paragraph 2 (a) and (b), taking note of paragraph 3 (from paragraph 4, Generic Guidelines). 

c) For Track B, the review will be on those elements of the proposal that are related to the development of a management strategy for the substance.  This review will focus upon the elements referred to in paragraph 1 (second part) of EB 1998/2, which will be evaluated in accordance with its paragraph 2, taking note of paragraph 3 (from paragraph 5, Generic Guidelines).

d) The review will be transparent, and will include critical evaluation of such aspects as, inter alia, availability, reliability, completeness and relevance of the information and references (from paragraph 9, Generic Guidelines). 

The peer review should be approached in much the same way as when a contribution is reviewed as part of the publication process for a scientific journal.  It should provide an impartial review of the material provided and of the conclusions drawn in the dossier upon that information.  It is not the role of the reviewer to elaborate upon the dossier.

ii) Reporting
The Peer reviewers will be asked to provide their findings in concise reports according to a schedule, which will be determined by the annual work plan of the Executive Body.  The Executive Body has asked the Task Force to report to the September 2009 session of the WGSR on the findings of the Track A review. A tentative work plan to achieve the report to the WGSR is provided in Section VI.
