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I.  Environment statistics 
•  Environment statistics are multi-disciplinary, cross-cutting, 

and involve numerous stakeholders, actors and producers. 
•  The scope of environment statistics covers biophysical 

aspects of the environment and those aspects of the socio-
economic system that directly influence and interact with the 
environment.  

•  The objective of environment statistics is to provide 
information about the environment, its most important 
changes over time and across locations and the main factors 
that influence them.  

•  Environment statistics seek to provide high quality statistical 
information to improve knowledge of the environment, support 
evidence-based policy and decision making, and provide 
information for the general public and specific user groups. 











 
 
 
 
 

III.  Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) indicators 

•  The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes 17 goals and 169 targets 
that were adopted by member States in the UN Summit 25-27 September 2015, 
convened as a high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly. 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

•  The Statistical Commission mandated the formation of the IAEG-SDGs at its 46th 
session to develop an indicator framework for the monitoring of the goals and 
targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the global level, and to 
support its implementation. 

•  IAEG-SDGs, with UNSD as Secretariat held its 1st meeting in New York in June 
2015 and 2nd meeting in Bangkok in Oct 2015. http://unstats.un.org/sdgs 

•  The Statistical Commission, at its 47th session, “agreed as a practical starting point 
with the proposed global indicator framework for the Goals and targets of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development as reflected in the list of indicators presented 
in Annex IV of the report, subject to future technical refinement”. 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/Decisions_final_unedited.pdf 

•  The 3rd IAEG-SDGs meeting was held from 30 March - 1 April 2016 in Mexico City 
to: establish a tier system for indicators; establish procedures for the 
methodological review of indicators; develop global reporting mechanisms; and 
discuss the work plan and next steps. 



Environment statistics and the SDGs 

•  Environment domain is expanded in the SDGs:  
environmental dimension of sustainable development is 
fully fleshed out in the goals on oceans and marine 
resources, ecosystems and biodiversity, land degradation 
and desertification, and are also mainstreamed/embedded 
under all other goals. [MDG 7 only partially integrated the environmental 
dimension] 

•  Almost half of the SDG targets require environment 
statistics in order to be able to compile their indicators and 
enable regular monitoring of progress. 

•  Need for improvement in data and statistics to monitor 
progress on the SDGs and the associated need for 
statistical capacity building is key for developing countries. 





































IV. Challenges in SDG monitoring 
•  Lack of capacity and/or finance to obtain or disseminate 

data. 
•  Overlapping mandates across institutions, ministries. 
•  New data sources required (e.g. new question(s) to be 

added to existing surveys; certain kinds of administrative 
data to be used for statistical compilation for the first 
time). 

•  Establishment of tighter inter-institutional arrangements 
within countries. 

•  More expanded use of remote sensing, satellite imagery 
and GPS technologies to complement census data. 



Main conclusions 
•  Environment statistics is still a relatively new domain which relates 

to the environmental pillar being the weakest of the three pillars in 
sustainable development in terms of monitoring and measurability. 

•  Environment statistics are multi-purpose and serve many 
fundamental needs and uses, including environmental indicators, 
SDG indicators and environmental-economic accounts, so 
perseverance is important.  

•  With direct relevance to the SDGs, existing and future data collected 
by UNSD will be invaluable, in particular for the SDG targets that 
require environment statistics.  

•  Focus should be given to developing/strengthening underlying or 
basic environment statistics to firmly anchor environment statistics in 
national statistical systems before expanding further. 

•  More emphasis should be given to the implementation of the FDES, 
the BSES, the ESSAT and the forthcoming Manual on the BSES. 




