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Integrated Environment Assessment Integrated Environment Assessment 
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10th Sessions, 10th Sessions, PdNPdN, Geneva, 3, Geneva, 3--4 Sept. 2009 4 Sept. 2009 
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“Backgrounder” for Orientation

Purpose of this presentation is to orient all participants to Purpose of this presentation is to orient all participants to 
UNEPUNEP’’ s s current work in assessment and reporting:current work in assessment and reporting:

�� UNEPUNEP’’ s s mandates and methods in environment mandates and methods in environment 
assessment and reporting, particularly IEA.assessment and reporting, particularly IEA.

�� The The Dinaric Dinaric Arc and Balkans Environment Outlook Arc and Balkans Environment Outlook 
(DABEO)(DABEO) process in process in SouthEastern SouthEastern Europe (2011).Europe (2011).

�� Current plans for the next Global Environment Current plans for the next Global Environment 
Outlook process  ==>  Outlook process  ==>  GEOGEO--55 (by 2012).(by 2012).
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UNEP’s Assessment Mandate

is to provide leaderis to provide leader
ship and encourageship and encourage

Keep under review the 
state of & trends in the 

global environment, and 
provide early warning of 
emerging environmental 
problems and threats.
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Main Assessment-related tasks:

�� AnalyseAnalysecurrent state of the environment;current state of the environment;
�� AssessAssessglobal and regional global and regional envenv’’ ll . trends;. trends;
�� Provide Provide policy advice and early warning policy advice and early warning 

information on information on envenv’’ ll . threats; and. threats; and
�� Catalyse and promoteCatalyse and promoteinternational actioninternational action

and cooperation, based on best availableand cooperation, based on best available
scientific and technical capabilities.scientific and technical capabilities.
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What is Integrated Environment Assessment?

�� A participatory and structured approach that linksA participatory and structured approach that links
assessmentassessment--derived knowledge with actions:derived knowledge with actions:
-- Links environmental state and trend analysis with policies;Links environmental state and trend analysis with policies;
-- Incorporates global and (subIncorporates global and (sub--)regional perspectives;)regional perspectives;
-- Includes historical and future perspectives (Includes historical and future perspectives (““ scenariosscenarios”” ););
-- Covers a broad spectrum of issues, policies and sectors; andCovers a broad spectrum of issues, policies and sectors; and
-- Integrates environmental change and human wellIntegrates environmental change and human well--being.being.

�� IEA also allows policyIEA also allows policy--makers to address complexmakers to address complex
challenges; e.g., adaptation to climate change.challenges; e.g., adaptation to climate change.
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GEO-4 Report and Website

www.www.unepunep.org/geo/geo4/media.org/geo/geo4/media
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UNEP Medium-Term Strategy 2010-13

The six crossThe six cross--cutting priority areas:cutting priority areas:

�� Climate changeClimate change

�� Disasters and conflictsDisasters and conflicts

�� Ecosystems managementEcosystems management

�� Environmental GovernanceEnvironmental Governance

�� Harmful substances and hazardous wastesHarmful substances and hazardous wastes

�� Resource efficiency (SPC)Resource efficiency (SPC)

These six priorities provide an increased focus for These six priorities provide an increased focus for UNEPUNEP’’ s s work, work, 
including implementation of the Bali Strategic Planincluding implementation of the Bali Strategic Plan……
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Caucasus Environment Outlook 2000-02

Prepared with inputs from Armenian, Azeri, 
Georgian and Russian experts
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and launched at theand launched at the
Sixth Ministerial ConferenceSixth Ministerial Conference
““ Environment for EuropeEnvironment for Europe””

Sava Sava Conference CentreConference Centre
Belgrade, SerbiaBelgrade, Serbia
10 October 200710 October 2007

Carpathians Environment Outlook (KEO)

Prepared by national experts ofPrepared by national experts of
Czech Rep., Hungary, Poland,Czech Rep., Hungary, Poland,

Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, UkraineRomania, Serbia, Slovakia, Ukraine
in a threein a three--year process led byyear process led by

UNEP DEWA and ROEUNEP DEWA and ROE
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The DABEO Reporting process 2009-11

What is the What is the Dinaric Dinaric Arc & Balkans Arc & Balkans EnvEnv. Outlook?. Outlook?
�� An integrated environmental assessment (IEA) withAn integrated environmental assessment (IEA) with

a a dual focus on high mountain ecosystems anddual focus on high mountain ecosystems and
human dimensions of environmental changehuman dimensions of environmental change;;

�� A geographically seamless analysis of key A geographically seamless analysis of key envenv’’ l l issues issues 
across major part of SouthEastern Europe*across major part of SouthEastern Europe*; and; and

�� An An ““ outlookoutlook”” , having both scenarios for future , having both scenarios for future 
development and past temporal dimensions.development and past temporal dimensions.

�� Support for an eventual regional policy instrument.Support for an eventual regional policy instrument.
* * -- Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of 

Macedonia, Greece, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia.Macedonia, Greece, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia.
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The DABEO Reporting process 2009-11

What is the current state of the DABEO process?What is the current state of the DABEO process?

�� The first The first ““ scoping consultationscoping consultation”” was held with was held with 
country and international representatives and country and international representatives and 
regional NGOs in Tirana, early February 2009.regional NGOs in Tirana, early February 2009.

�� A UNEP consultant and intern are preparing all A UNEP consultant and intern are preparing all 
relevant/requested background papers on georelevant/requested background papers on geo--
graphic and thematic extent (June graphic and thematic extent (June -- Oct. 2009).Oct. 2009).

�� A second countryA second country--level consultation will be held in level consultation will be held in 
early December 2009 to discuss the background early December 2009 to discuss the background 
papers and plan the full DABEO processpapers and plan the full DABEO process..
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Dinaric Arc/Balkans in SE Europe

 UNEP-WCMC  National 
Definition 

 

 Mountain Area 
(square km) 

% of National 
Territory 

Mountain Area 
(square km) 

% of National 
Territory 

Albania 20,604 71.7 15,000 60 
Bosnia & Herz. 38,112 74.5 N/A  

Bulgaria 44,730 40.3 44,000 40 
Croatia 16,578 29.3 21,000 38 

FYRoMacedonia 21,530 83.7 N/A  
Slovenia 13,534 66.8 9,500 47 

Serbia & Monte. 54,890 53.7 N/A  
Greece 72,898 55.2 79,000 60 
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Geo-Political Background

Impacts of Impacts of ethnic/national conflicts ethnic/national conflicts of of the the 1990s:1990s:

� Damage to industries and infrastructure

� Isolation from both the global and regional economy

� Economic recession and impacts on local communities

� Transformation of the cultural/spiritual landscape

� Migration of rural population towards the cities and coast

� Weakening (disappearance) of traditional mountain identity 

� Decline of traditional land-use forms and a way of life
caused by depopulation.
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Socio-Economic Challenges

�� Low income and welfareLow income and welfare
�� Low production incentivesLow production incentives
�� Inadequate consumer choicesInadequate consumer choices
�� Inefficient resource allocationInefficient resource allocation
�� Still undergoing economic Still undergoing economic transformationtransformation
�� and frequently, prevalence of government control and frequently, prevalence of government control 

over free market mechanisms.over free market mechanisms.
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Proposed Contents of the DABEO

Main issues to be addressed:Main issues to be addressed:
�� Clear and mutually agreed definition of the Clear and mutually agreed definition of the Dinaric Dinaric Arc and Arc and 

Balkan mountains region for purposes of this study; Balkan mountains region for purposes of this study; 

�� Thematic issues relating to sustainable development of the Thematic issues relating to sustainable development of the 
Balkans/Dinaric Balkans/Dinaric Arc region (six UNEP priority areas);Arc region (six UNEP priority areas);

�� Interlinkages Interlinkages between the physical environment, human between the physical environment, human 
wellwell--being and traditional economic sectors;being and traditional economic sectors;

�� Common environmental issues of high interest to most Common environmental issues of high interest to most 
Dinaric Dinaric Arc/Balkan countries;Arc/Balkan countries;

�� GeoGeo--political issues which both divide and unite countries of political issues which both divide and unite countries of 
the region;the region;

�� Specific environmental and humanSpecific environmental and human--related problems of the related problems of the 
high mountain zone.high mountain zone.
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Climate Change Issues

Potential Potential Impacts:Impacts:
�� Extinction of local plant Extinction of local plant communities communities / change in vertical / change in vertical zonationzonation; ; 
�� Increase in frequency of extreme climatic events and natural hazIncrease in frequency of extreme climatic events and natural hazards; ards; 
�� Effects of climate events on food production, water supply, natuEffects of climate events on food production, water supply, natural ral 

ecosystems and human health.ecosystems and human health.

Major Major Regional Regional Challenges:Challenges:
�� Increasing Increasing public public awareness and awareness and participation;participation;
�� Preparedness Preparedness for for response response to to disasters through development disasters through development ofof

disaster disaster management plans management plans and and establishment of establishment of disasterdisaster
management information management information systemssystems;;

�� Accommodation of Accommodation of transtrans--boundary boundary issues in case of an emergency.issues in case of an emergency.

Insufficient capacity Insufficient capacity to to address consequences address consequences of of largelarge--scale disastersscale disasters::
�� The number of longThe number of long--term regional climate data sets is very limited;term regional climate data sets is very limited;
�� Analysis of vulnerability and adaptation strategies is quite resAnalysis of vulnerability and adaptation strategies is quite restricted;tricted;
�� A lack of scientific foundation for climate change mitigation acA lack of scientific foundation for climate change mitigation actions.tions.
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Ecosystem Management/HS & HW

Common Environmental Issues:
� Biodiversity loss
� Heavy industrial pollution

� Water and soil contamination

� Dumping of depleted uranium
� Intensive agricultural practices

� Illegal or inappropriate waste
disposal and treatment Main Reasons of Env’l Pressures:

�� Legacies of past conflicts Legacies of past conflicts 

�� Weak governance structuresWeak governance structures

�� Destruction of infrastructureDestruction of infrastructure

�� Insufficient technological capacitiesInsufficient technological capacities

�� Rapid transition to market economy Rapid transition to market economy 

�� Unsustainable management practicesUnsustainable management practices

�� Former political & economic systemFormer political & economic system
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Environmental Governance

Regional Level:Regional Level:
�� A Convention for the Protection and Sustainable Development of MA Convention for the Protection and Sustainable Development of Mountainous ountainous 

Regions in South Eastern Europe could provide a framework for suRegions in South Eastern Europe could provide a framework for sustainable stainable 
agriculture and rural development in the mountain areas.agriculture and rural development in the mountain areas.

�� Other measures can include enhancing regional cooperation, creatOther measures can include enhancing regional cooperation, creating protected ing protected 
areas in border regions and areas in border regions and organising organising trainings for community representatives.trainings for community representatives.

Local Level:Local Level:
�� Develop management strategies at local level to incorporate roleDevelop management strategies at local level to incorporate role and value of and value of 

Balkan mountain ecosystems; reBalkan mountain ecosystems; re--evaluate current policies for sustainable evaluate current policies for sustainable 
agriculture and rural development; design and implement new poliagriculture and rural development; design and implement new policies;cies;
and strengthen national capacities to promote mountain policiesand strengthen national capacities to promote mountain policies
(Cohesion for Growth, 2006).(Cohesion for Growth, 2006).

�� As mountain communities engage in new activities, share widely bAs mountain communities engage in new activities, share widely both successful oth successful 
and unsuccessful experiences through better networking technologand unsuccessful experiences through better networking technologies, enhanced ies, enhanced 
cooperation among communities & institutions, and strengthening cooperation among communities & institutions, and strengthening role of local role of local 
governance through the future exchange of experience among mountgovernance through the future exchange of experience among mountain regions.ain regions.
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Preliminary DABEO Website
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UNEP’s global-scale IEA process ~ GEO-5

GEO as both a process and products...GEO as both a process and products...

�� Global Environment Outlook Global Environment Outlook (GEO) series of(GEO) series of
reportsreportson the state of the global environon the state of the global environ--
mentment, and associated products., and associated products.

�� the GEO Process:the GEO Process:a consultative, participatory,a consultative, participatory,
capacitycapacity--building process initiated and ledbuilding process initiated and led
since 1995 by UNEPsince 1995 by UNEPfor global environfor global environ--
mental assessment andmental assessment andreporting.reporting.
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Past IEA/GEO Global-level Assessments

GEO series of products...GEO series of products...
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The next global IEA generation ~ GEO-5

�� GEOGEO--5 will access all of 5 will access all of UNEPUNEP’’ s s subsub--programmesprogrammes
and their resources; a bold new approach.and their resources; a bold new approach.

�� GEOGEO--5 will cover the six thematic programme areas,5 will cover the six thematic programme areas,
usingusing expert scientific input from the existingexpert scientific input from the existing
collaborating centres network and individualcollaborating centres network and individual
scientists, to provide an upscientists, to provide an up--toto--date picture ondate picture on
the state and trends of the global environment.the state and trends of the global environment.

�� GEOGEO--5 will build on existing data5 will build on existing data & indicators work& indicators work
and applications such as the GEO Data Portal, exand applications such as the GEO Data Portal, ex--
panding panding these into a broad these into a broad ““ PlatformPlatform ”” for all offor all of
UNEP to use in a wide variety of assessment types.UNEP to use in a wide variety of assessment types.
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The next global IEA generation ~ GEO-5

Timetable of GEOTimetable of GEO--5 related events in 2009 is as follows:5 related events in 2009 is as follows:

�� First ExpertsFirst Experts’’ Group Meeting, NatGroup Meeting, Nat’’ l Environmentl Environment
Agency, Netherlands, 13Agency, Netherlands, 13--15 October15 October..

�� First Global and multiFirst Global and multi --StakeholdersStakeholders’’ Consultation,Consultation,
Cairo, Egypt, 23Cairo, Egypt, 23--25 November25 November..

�� Initial development, testing and launch ofInitial development, testing and launch ofUNEPUNEP’’ s s 
Environmental Data and Indicators PlatformEnvironmental Data and Indicators Platform
to support a scientificallyto support a scientifically--sound GEOsound GEO--5 and5 and
eventually, a eventually, a ““ GEOGEO--livelive”” (on(on--line process toline process to
service/underpin future GEO reports).service/underpin future GEO reports).
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