FIRST SOUTH-EAST EUROPE SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNECE STRATEGY

FOR EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

28 November 2005, Athens, TITANIA Hotel

Intervention by Romania 
Country Short Report

on some initial measures for the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development

1. The Ministry of Education and Research translated the Strategy into Romanian language.

2. We don’t have a coordinating body for implementation of the Strategy  but there are measures/action taken in order to set up it:
The Ministry of Education and Research and the Ministry of Environment and Waters Management, through a common message, had initiate the process of setting up the National Working Group (NWG) on ESD which will have responsibilities related to implementation of the UNECE Strategy, as follows :

· NWG will develop a National Strategy regarding formal, non-formal and informal education for sustainable development ;

· NWG will take the appropriate measures in order to organize a National Conference for Environmental Education as a key issue for education for sustainable development;

The Ministry of Education and Research will approve by a Minister’s Order a Working Group which will be make proposals to the Minister regarding measures/activities for implementation of the Strategy of ESD.  
The representative of the MER Working Group will be a member in the NWG.

3. We designated a national focal point for the implementation of the Strategy.
According to the Romanian Government Decision nr. 1173/29.09.2005, Ms. Paloma Cecilia Petrescu, Secretary of State for Pre-university Education at the Ministry of Education and Research, represents Romania in the UNECE Steering Committee on Education for Sustainable Development  and will also serve as focal point for the implementation of the Strategy. 
4. A national plan on ESD is planed to be developed after the NWG on ESD is set up by a memorandum or government decision and after the evaluation of the present situation. Estimated time : beginning March- April 2006. 

5. Education for Sustainable Development is addressed in another policy documents We explain how it is included:
Taking into consideration the key themes of SD (which include: poverty alleviation, citizenship, peace, ethics, responsibility in local and global context, democracy and governance, justice, security, human rights, health, gender equity, cultural diversity, rural and urban development, economy, production and consumption patterns, corporate responsibility, environmental protection, natural resources management and biological an landscape diversity), the policies that incorporate SD into education and learning developed by the Romanian Government are:

· Formal and non-formal education policy, by the Ministry of Education and Research, through:

· National curriculum for all pre-university education levels (primary education, secondary education, post-highschool education), including vocational education and training. The key themes of SD are included/ integrated in disciplines/modules in core curriculum or optional curriculum. There is no a specific discipline for SD.

· Developing and implementing programs with international financial assistance provided by UE or World Bank, like: Access to education for disadvantaged groups, The second chance for primary and secondary education, Education for Democratic Citizenship, Education for Health in Romanian Schools

· Developing and implementing national programs, like: Education for Environment, Eco-kindergarten (since January 2004, for pre-primary and primary education). 

· Organizing contests for pre-university education levels, like: “The Sciences of the Earth” (interdisciplinary) . 

Relevant for ESD are also the following national strategies in which the MER is cooperating:
· The National Anti- drugs Strategy  

· The National Strategy for Migration

· The National Strategy on Protection and Promoting the Child Rights for 2006-2010 (draft status) 

· The National Strategy on social inclusion for young people which are leaving the child protection system  (draft status)

In order to develop the programs and implementing the national strategies, the Ministry of Education and Research has developed partnerships with:

· Other ministries: The Ministry of Environment and Waters Management, The Ministry of Health;

· Governmental bodies: National Anti-drugs Agency, National Agency for Tourism, National Environmental Guard;

· Non-governmental  institution: Carpatho-Danubian Geo-Ecological Centre, Save the Children, Red Cross Romanian Society, Doctors of the World, Partnership for Equity Centre, Romanian Association for Packages and Environment, The Young for the Young People; 

Through the partnership between MER and Carpatho-Danubian Geo-Ecological Centre the following programs are developed in Romanian schools: “Eco-school”, “Learning about forest”, “Young Reporters of the Environment”, Blue Flag”. 

Regarding non-formal education related to SD:

· Contests at county, regional and national level are organized (for example: National Contest for Environmental Projects, National Contest “The Friends of the Nature”, National Contest “The Friends of the Danube Delta”) 
· Each school develop specific activities dedicated to events like: “ The European Day for Citizenship through Education”, “Earth Day”, “International Day for Environment”, “The Water Day”, “The Tree Day”, “The World Day for Animals”; 
· Summer camps (“Danube Delta”, “Terra is our home”) are organized in cooperation with NGO’s;
Regarding higher education, the students can graduate the following specialization related to ESD:

· environmental protection

· ecology

· ecology and environmental protection

· engineering of the environment, etc.
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