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During the last years Bulgaria strengthened its activities related to promoting environmental culture as well as sustainable development and environmental education. Our country undertakes measures with a view to: training of teachers and experts to work with school appliances and handbooks; popularizing environmental protection and sustainable development education, which aims at promoting public culture and awareness; enlarging the possibilities for application of integrative approach at realization of environmental and sustainable development education; popularizing and using of existing school appliances and development of new ones.

At present several projects in the discussed area, financed by international donors, are being implemented in Bulgaria: “Supporting the Development of Nature Conservation Education in Bulgaria”, “Environmental Education at the Primary Schools in Bulgaria” and “Dissemination and Training on the Interactive Pack on Environmental Education “Green Pack””.

“National Conference on Education for Sustainable Development in Bulgaria” was held on 27 May 2005 in Sofia. The Conference was attended by more than 100 leading experts in the field of environment and education. The Conference was organized by Borrowed Nature Association in partnership with the Ministry of Education and Science, the Ministry of Environment and Water and NGOs. The forum was held in the context of the World Environment Day, 5 June and the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in Bulgaria. The following topics were discussed at the conference:

· the idea for establishment of National Advisory Committee on the Education for Sustainable Development in Bulgaria;

· a draft Programme for Supporting the Education for Sustainable Development and its implementation on a national scale;

· the result achieved until now within the project entitled “Environmental education at the primary schools in Bulgaria”, financed by the MATRA Programme of the Royal Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs as well as the project “Supporting the Development of Nature Conservation Education in Bulgaria”, financed by Darvin Initiative, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs of the United Kingdom. 

A lot of children participate regularly in different events organized by the Ministry of Environment and Water in partnership with Ministry of Education and Science and other state institutions and NGOs. Among them are the national campaigns for informing the public related to: the Earth Day (22 April), the World Environment Day (5 June), European Mobility Week and “In Town without My Car Day” (16 – 22 September), the International Black Sea Day (31 October), the Danube Day (29 June), etc. A number of national school competitions and quizzes are organized as well as exhibitions of children’s drawings are held within the frameworks of international initiatives.

The following opportunities exist in our country for implementing the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development: the process of education management decentralization; support of ESD initiatives by Ministry of Environment and Water and Ministry of Education and Science; interest of ESD teachers in improving their qualification; good motivation of students for ESD activities; funding programmes of international organizations related to ESD.

Our country undertakes the following measures for overcoming the existing difficulties and weaknesses in implementation of the Strategy: development of ESD programmes based on interdisciplinary approach as well as ESD materials based on the use of interactive methods and information and communication technologies; support to schools for development of their own programmes and projects in the field of SD; encouraging children and young people to participate in activities, related to elaboration and implementation of SD projects; development of ESD programmes suitable for outdoor use, e.g. for Green Schools; establishment of networks for information exchange about ESD; public participation in the decision-making process of developing programmes and projects for ESD on local scale; supporting centers offering educational services focused on children’s spare time.

Co-operation between the Ministry of Environment and Water and the Ministry of Education and Science in partnership with the local authorities, non-governmental organizations, universities, and business organizations has to be enhanced. The interaction between the two Ministries is expressed in a number of activities such as exchange of information used for drafting documents on environmental and sustainable development issues and training teachers in working with training tools and guides; promotion of public culture and awareness; performing an integrated approach in the delivery of training in environment protection and sustainable development in the education system.
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