FIRST SOUTH-EAST EUROPE SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNECE STRATEGY

FOR EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

28 November 2005, Athens, TITANIA Hotel

HELLENIC BRIEF REPORT ON THE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN RELATION TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGY, IN PARTICULAR, SINCE VILNIUS

A. Measures of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs in order to implement the Strategy.

· AT SUB-REGIONAL LEVEL

· Greece recognizing the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and building on the strong linkages between Mediterranean countries, has organized a two day conference for the Official Launching of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean region. This meeting is a sub-regional response to the global initiative on ESD. 

· Greece has also organized  the first south-east Europe sub-regional workshop on the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD back to back with the previous conference, 28th November 2005

· AT INTERNATIONAL  LEVEL  

· Has nominated a representative to the group of experts on indicators

· Has nominated  a representative to the Steering Committee

· During the last meeting (October 2005)of the CoE Steering Committee on Education a proposal was made by the Greek delegation to the CoE to set up a project within the framework of ESD. In the list of decisions of the above mentioned CoE meeting it is suggested that in the third phase of the EDC and Human Rights project, it should take into account ESD in its activities so as to be a link with the UN DESD and UNESCO.

· Is preparing a meeting of the Ministers of Education of the EU to discuss the adopted educational practices on ESD

· Is organizing an International Congress on “Sustainable management of water recourses” which will take place in Zakynthos, West Greece, in 2006

· AT NATIONAL LEVEL 

· The translation of the Strategy into Greek is being prepared and  a focal point has been designated

· Has set up a coordination body /national committee to coordinate the activities towards ESD

·  In the framework of the National Action Plan “Environmental Activities- Activities for Life, Education towards Sustainability” the Hellenic Ministry is appealing to teachers, students and local communities to embraces all actions implemented throughout the year, transmitting the message that the school as α module of human cultural evolution takes a leading role in the moral initiative of the protection of the planet. The broad outline of the National Action plan is to  nominate all academic years of the Decade 2005-2014 as follows:
  2006   Water – Blue Planet 
2007   Consumption and environment
2008   Forest – Green Planet 

2009 Agriculture, Nutrition and Quality of Life 

2010 Energy- Environmental friendly energy resources 

          and local community

2011   Education for Human rights 
2012   Health and Productive procedures

2013 Human Environment and Sustainable Management

2014 Active Citizens 

In this framework all school projects are encouraged to evolve as interdisciplinary actions and through problem solving, workshops and relevant activities to conclude in suggestions, commitments and action of the student community at a local, regional or national level.

· At the end of each academic year a Week of School Activities is engaged. A special event through which all educational material produced together with major projects implemented shall be vividly presented at a national level.

· Support and enhancement of the Centers of Environmental Education, where the Ministry stands as a major link between education and local community 
· Teacher training is implement in a five steps project in cooperation with Universities

· Educational material is developed in relation with ESD

· A magazine for students is going to be published  for the first time  

· The Ministry cooperates closely with NGOs (e.g organization of the above conferences, NGO participation  in the national committee to coordinate the activities towards ESD)
B. Contribution of the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works

· At National Level:
· The Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works puts emphasis on raising environmental awareness and improving access to environmental information. Accordingly, it is currently completing the process of ratifying by law, through a Parliamentarian Procedure, the UNECE Convention on “Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters” that has been signed in 1998 at Aarhus (Denmark). This Convention is of crucial importance for the rise of environmental awareness of the public and contributes to the establishment of the Environmental Democracy.

· The Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, also promotes the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS), which is an Environmental tool for voluntary establishment of environmental management in the organizations (the scheme is established by European Community Regulations 836/93 and 761/2001). This scheme is lately applied in the sector of education, and more specifically in schools and Universities, intending to improve its environmental performance. The University of Makedonia, in Thessaloniki, is the first University in Greece that has implemented EMAS, with the active participation in the procedure of all the students who receive environmental education. The University will be soon registered in the Greek EMAS Register and we hope that other Universities as well as schools will follow its example.

· At Regional-Subregional Level:
· Has promoted the launching in the World Summit for Sustainable Development of the Type II Initiative MEdIES. The Mediterranean Education Initiative for Environment and Sustainability (MEdIES) is of interest also for the S.E. Europe sub-region, since a number of countries of this sub-region are involved in the initiative. MEdIES supports the region’s educational community and promotes collaboration through innovative Educational Programmes, focusing on water and waste management. The first relevant educational package has been translated in most of the languages in the region (including S.E. Europe languages) and is being implemented by educators and students throughout the region. MEdIES is also one of the key building blocks of the Mediterranean Component of the EU Water Initiative that is being led by Greece since 2002. 

· At International Level:
· The Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, also promotes – through its representatives at the appropriate fora – the need to integrate Education for Sustainable Development in all relevant UN processes, such as the UN Commission for Sustainable Development (UN-CSD) and the Marrakech Process on Sustainable Consumption and Production. Furthermore, it emphasises the need to improve synergies between these processes on one hand and the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development and the UN-ECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development on the other hand, both at a regional and international level. Finally, the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works has organized special events related to ESD, such as the Side Event on “Education for Sustainable Development” at the 12th UN-CSD Meeting in New York (co-organized by the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, UNECE, UNESCO and MIO-ECSDE during April 2004).
