FIRST SOUTH-EAST EUROPE SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNECE STRATEGY

FOR EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

28 November 2005, Athens, TITANIA Hotel
Intervention by Albania
Ladies and gentlemen,

 The law on Pre-university Education in Albania provides a broader legal basis for social development and citizen education of young generation. Explicitly, the article 2 of this law writes:

“The mission of education is the spiritual emancipation, material progress and social development of individual.

The compulsory public education aims at developing students intellectual, creative, practical and physical capacities at developing basic cultural values and citizen skills”.

Based on these goals, the Ministry of Education and Sciences and all the education system in Albania have been committed to:

1. Enable young people to understand, analyze and influence the country social policy

2. Help young people to develop participatory problem solving and decision making skills

3. Help young people to develop commitment skills, democratic values and attitudes necessary for a peaceful and democratic coexistence in Albania and in the region. 

During the last decade the Ministry of Education and Sciences has supported the all the effort to  reach the above goals.   

The Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) is a complex undertaking. Its conceptual basis, socio-economic implications, and environmental and cultural connections make it an enterprise, which potentially touches on every aspect of life.

The first step is Environmental Education. The Albanian education in the fild of environment has aimed to achive the following:

· Transmission and development of environmental culture at all school levels

· Further processing of theoretical and practical foundations of environmental training and education.

· Integration of the content of environmental material into the scientific knowledge acquired  in school through other filds of education addressing environmental concerns ;

· Preparation of the scientific basis of methodology and enhancement of the level of qualification of all teachers on environmental issues;

· Preparation of National Standards for the environmental education of students according to level of schooling.

Implementation of the strategy in practice will not be an easy task.  The state budget for education, though being a priority area, is still limited as compared to that of other countries, experience and capacities of teachers are still weak, the material laboratory base for this purpose are poor, etc.

          The translation of Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development in Europe is in process. The Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe 

( REC ) will translate into Albanian language and publish it. The strategy will ready for Albanian readers at December 2005.  After that, we will organise some round table for a number of direct beneficiaries, such as ministries of education and environment, as well as governmental agencies, local educational and environmental authorities, teachers active in Environmental education and Civic education, NGOs etc.

Efforts and strong will are needed to surpass the difficulties and obstacles to the practical implementation of ESD strategy; strengthening the international cooperation; twinning partnerships for the exchanges of programs, textbooks, teaching methods, etc.; joint subregional programs; networking of teachers and educators of SD; opening of a special website for the region, or for the sub-regions; and most of all fund rising at both national and international level.  If we really mean to achieve progress with the strategy's implementation at the regional level, part of the international financial assistance should be oriented towards ESD for the countries and sub-regions with limited possibilities.

Thank you for your attentation.

