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The Regional Environmental Centre for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) was established in 1990 and represents a network of 15 countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, FYR Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia and Slovenia. 

The overarching aims of the ESD strategy mirror the goals of the REC, particularly to facilitate the implementation of sustainable development principles in practice. The interdisciplinary character of the environmental, social, economic, safety and security concerns that Central and East European societies are faced with today need to be addressed in the educational setting. At a side-event during the Kiev Environment for Europe Conference, the REC had the opportunity to discuss the “Partnership as pre-condition for successful education on sustainable development” with representatives of all stakeholders.
From very beginning the REC concentrated its activities on capacity building of various stakeholders – NGOs, local authorities, variety of professionals and consequently came to education and teacher training. A notable feature of the RECs activities is the development from specific environmental problems to broader scope of sustainable development issues such as Local Agenda 21, access to information and public participation in decision-making, sustainable transport, renewable energy, etc.  The previous RECs experience and multi-stakeholder approach make it possible to reach new quality in education, i.e. to bring into classroom important development problems and to shift from academic knowledge to real-life/ local community issues in relation to global perspective.

As a successful example should be mentioned the development of the Green Pack – a multi-media education resource for teachers including CD-Roms, Internet, video and interactive games. Participatory teaching/learning methods and corresponding contents provide an opportunity to develop relevant competencies and values to participate in creating sustainable society and to live in sustainable manner.  
Currently the Green Pack is being implemented in seven countries (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Albania, Russia). It has been made possible by a co-operation with NGOs, teachers, business, education institutes, and the ministries of environment and education in these countries. The Green Pack is available also in English.

ESD materials and teacher training programmes were developed by the REC COs in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia within the project Schools for sustainability in the Baltic States. The main goal of the project was to develop and practice sustainable lifestyle at the school and in local community.
REC CO Lithuania works on ESD in partnership with Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science since 2000. REC CO Lithuania was nominated by the Ministry as a national ESD coordinator and representative in Education Sector of the Baltic 21 (Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region).

The RECs experiences demonstrate clearly that:

· the multi-stakeholder approach is required for ESD implementation, both nationally and internationally;

· high quality in ESD could be achieved by using innovative materials and methods, appropriate training for educators is necessary;

· there is an urgent need for an exchange of approaches between countries, particularly in assisting the transition countries; regional and sub-regional co-operation brings and added value in the development of ESD and should be promoted.

