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Mediterranean Education Initiative for Environment & Sustainability 

with an emphasis on water and waste

MEdIES is a Type II Initiative on Environmental Education (EE) and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) that was launched by MIO-ECSDE* in Johannesburg during the World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002). MEdIES is one of the major Initiatives for ESD in the Mediterranean region since its Network of educators is continuously expanding. Up till now (August 2004) educators from 17 countries around the Mediterranean basin are participating in the Initiative.

Main Goal & Objectives  

MEdIES aims to facilitate in a systematic and concrete way the educational community to contribute to the implementation of Agenda 21 and the Millennium Development Goals, through the successful application of innovative Educational Programmes -basically on the topics of water and waste- in countries around the Mediterranean basin. Through the implementation of common activities and projects and the close collaboration of the northern and southern Mediterranean countries the ultimate goal of the Initiative is the development of a methodological framework to be adapted and further implemented in other regions of the world.

MEdIES Structure

MEdIES Core Group consists of the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, the Italian Ministry for Environment and Territory, UNEP/MAP, UNESCO and MIO-ECSDE. For the initial period of 2003-2007 MIO-ECSDE was appointed by the Core Group with the role of Coordinator of MEdIES and Secretariat. The Core Group is actually the leading body of MEDIES and its members are consulted by the Coordinator on all major decisions.

The larger MEdIES Task Group is comprised of the Core Group plus key partners involved in Environmental Education projects, such as Ministries or governmental Agencies or Institutes, specialized NGOs and Educational Institutions. This body’s main task is to elaborate in detail the content and plan of activities of the Initiative in their countries or regions and to facilitate their implementation. 

Finally, within MEdIES Structure there is also the wider MEdIES e-Network of Educators which is actually the basis of the Initiative. It consists of individual educators from the Mediterranean engaged in projects and programmes for EE and ESD. The members receive all relevant educational information and material and are facilitated by MEdIES Secretariat for the promotion of their work.

MEdIES Activities 

MEdIES facilitates educators and students by proposing several educational programmes to be applied in countries of the Mediterranean region. These Programmes are based on cross-cutting themes in the existing school curricula such as water and wastes. MEdIES activities focus on publications, meetings and e-communication and networking, basically through its interactive webpage (www.medies.net).  

Publications 

The educational material “Water in the Mediterranean” was designed in order to be a flexible teaching and learning tool facilitating the educators in the Mediterranean region (formal and non-formal) working in programmes of EE and Education for Sustainable Development ESD on the water issues. The material has been published in four languages -English, French, Greek, and Italian (available online at MEdIES website for the Network members. Please subscribe and download the material for free). Furthermore the Turkish version will be soon available in electronic format (CD-ROMs). The translations in Spanish and Portuguese have been accomplished and the Arabic publication is in the pipeline. The material is addressed mainly to Secondary School students (12-15 years old), but it can be appropriately amended and used also by Primary School students (6-11 years old) and by Upper Secondary School students/Lycée (15-18 years), as well. Many schools in Greece, Italy, Turkey and Egypt have implemented the material. 

The initial Greek edition of the educational material on waste “Wastes in our lives” has also been produced and implemented in Greece. This material aims at facilitating the educational procedure for the better understanding of the critical and not so attractive issue of household wastes.

In the forthcoming autumn (2004) its English translation will be finalised to be used as the pilot version which will be enriched and adapted by MEdIES Task Group for the cases of the rest of the Mediterranean Countries. 

Apart from the two educational materials MEdIES has also published the following educational editions: Proceedings of the Regional Workshop: “Environmental Education: the Mediterranean Perspective” Athens, 14-15 December 2002;  the special edition of the MIO-ECSDE’s Newsletter “Sustainable Mediterranean” No 30 entitled “Environmental Education in the Mediterranean”; and the “Handbook on methods used in Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable Development”. 

Meetings 

Within MEdIES framework, several regional, national and local seminars are organised aimed to support educators through proper training on theoretical and practical issues about ESD. Apart from the MEdIES Coordinating Meetings that are organised in regular periods of time (Athens, 2002; Cartagena, 2003) and several training meetings at local level, the following meetings have taken place:

- 1st Regional Workshop “Methodologies and teaching methods of EE” Athens, 15 December 2002. The Workshop focused on the Mediterranean perspective of Environmental Education and a wide range of teaching and learning methods & educational programmes were presented within formal and non-formal educational schemes (participation of educators from 16 Mediterranean countries). The proceedings of the Workshop have been published. 

- National Conference in Greece on “Methodology for the Implementation of Educational Materials in the framework of Education for Environment & Sustainability” Athens, on 25-26 October 2003. The Seminar introduced Greek educators to the MEdIES Initiative, its philosophy and structure, its educational materials as well as to MEdIES website. Furthermore, a number of presentations were given by academics, educators and practitioners, in formal and non-formal education, on the teaching methods and approaches οf ESD. During the second day of the Seminar seven workshops were held on theory and applications of seven different educational methods, while the participants were given the opportunity to exchange experiences and discuss in depth about the implementation of EE/ESD materials and programmes, on formal and non-formal level, stimulated by the two MEdIES educational packages.
- National Seminar in Italy “Educational Seminar on the application of the educational package “Water in the Mediterranean”, Rome, 6 March 2004. The meeting introduced MEdIES to the Italian educators (formal and non-formal). The Italian version of the educational material “Water in the Mediterranean” was presented and an experiential workshop on the project method was conducted, as well. 

- 1st Meeting for the Evaluation of the educational materials: "Water in the Mediterranean" and "Wastes in our life", 24 June 2004, Athens. This meeting was addressed to the Greek educators that had implemented the educational materials on water and wastes with the aim (a) to support them with the theoretical background of evaluation in education and (b) to collect their comments and suggestions on how the materials may be amended. The participants exchanged views on the materials and gave useful input based on their actual implementation. Their evaluation is considered particularly important for the package on wastes, being now in the process of preparing the new English version. 

- Furthermore, a series of smaller scale meetings, visits and demonstration workshops have taken place in Athens, Greece, where the MEdIES Secretariat is based.

By the end of the current year (2004) two more meetings are foreseen to take place: 

- a National Training Seminar for the Turkish educators (Istanbul, October 2004) and 

- a Regional MEdIES Meeting (Cairo, December 2004). 

Detailed information about MEdIES meetings as well as about International Meetings in which MEdIES is presented or involved in various ways (e.g. the “Side Event on Education for Sustainable Development”, during the 12th UNCSD, New York, 28 April 2004) 

can be found at MEdIES webpage. 

MEdIES Webpage  http://www.medies.net
MEdIES interactive webpage provides the platform for the communication among the partners involved as well as between the partners and MEdIES Coordinator. The webpage was launched at the beginning of 2003 providing the following: 

· Up-to-date information and news about EE and ESD such as announcements for Conferences, Meetings and Seminars, calls for relevant programmes and activities, researches and articles on educational issues as well as on environmental issues, etc.

· A library which includes apart from basic documents “cornerstones” for EE, all the educational publications of MEdIES in all available languages, free for download for MEdIES members

· Links to Environmental and Educational Organisations, Associations and Agencies governmental and non-governmental 

· The web-site is regularly enriched with reports from MEdIES members’ activities across the Mediterranean contributing to the exchange of experiences on the educational realities in each country. The possibility for direct –online- communication among the Network’s members is provided through the webpage as well. 

Who can join in MEdIES?

Any relevant governmental and non-governmental Organisation, Institution, Agency, Schools, etc. in the Mediterranean, engaged with goals and activities compatible with those of MEdIES at regional, national and/or local level can join the Task Group through an application form and a letter of expression of interest to the Coordinator (MIO-ECSDE). Any individual formal or non-formal educator may become member of MEdIES Network, free of charge, by signing on electronically at www.medies.net 

For more information visit http://www.medies.net or contact MEdIES Secretariat:
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MIO-ECSDE  

28, Tripodon str., 105 58, Athens, GREECE

Tel. + 30 210 3247 490, 3247 267, Fax. +30 210 3317 127,

e-mail mio-ee-env@ath.forthnet.gr or info@medies.net 










* MIO-ECSDE (Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development) is the major Federation of Mediterranean NGOs for Environment and Sustainable Development. Since 1996 MIO-ECSDE plays an active role for the development of policies for the protection of the environment and the promotion of sustainable development in the Mediterranean region. Its basic activities include inter alia networking, NGO capacity building, promotion and drafting of common NGO policies, research, raising public awareness, participation and consensus building and education for environment and sustainability (� HYPERLINK "http://www.mio-ecsde.org" ��www.mio-ecsde.org�). 
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