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COPERNICUS-CAMPUS is a European University Network founded by the former European Rectors Conference (CRE) which became an independent network in 1999. The focus of COPERNICUS-CAMPUS is on the activities of higher education institutions in the field of sustainable development. This implies that in curricula, institutional management and services to the local/regional society a responsible balance between economical aspects, ecological aspects and social/cultural aspects has to be worked out. Furthermore COPERNICUS-CAMPUS is part of GHESP, the Global Higher Education for Sustainability Partnership. Other partners in GHESP are the IAU (International Association of Universities), ULSF (University Leaders for a Sustainable Future) and UNESCO. COPERNICUS-CAMPUS is also member of the Ubuntu-Group which is a strategic alliance between the world’s leading education, science & technology organizations that are working toward achieving the goals of sustainable development.

COPERNICUS-CAMPUS today serves also as an independent project center for European universities and higher education institutions, that helps to find partners as well as projects and to realise the financing and the projects themselves. Members have to sign the university charter committing to the principles and practices of sustainable development.

The center is financed by a broad range of European projects from e-learning to energy efficiency. Examples are the 5E University project that raises the awareness at all universities for the wide use of energy efficient office equipment and the European SOLAR CAMPUS programme promoting the implementation of large-scale projects in all renewable energy systems not only at member universities including photo-voltaic systems, solar thermal heating and cooling collectors, heat and power biomass installations, biogas, and biofuels

Other examples for the creation of a collaborative working and learning environment for European universties to contribute to a more sustainable and knowledge-based society in Europe are the European Virtual Seminar for Sustainable Development and the Open Science Resource for Sustainable Development.
COPERNICUS-CAMPUS has always been about what universities can do to help society meet the challenge of sustainable development. It perceives itself thus as a partner of industry, government, international organizations and other associations in a common effort to raise awareness of environmental issues. The focus of COPERNICUS-CAMPUS has been within the university: on teachers, students and administrators, through activities centred on interdisciplinary teaching and action at institutional level (the University Charter on Sustainable Development). Since the programme's inception, two areas of university life have emerged as particularly fertile for the COPERNICUS approach; the area of lifelong learning, in which the productive sector often draws closer to the university. and the management of the university, where the capacity to foster change in attitudes and procedures is highest. These two areas are also central to the future development of most higher education institutions in Europe.

For further information please consult the COPERNICUS website:

www.copernicus-campus.org
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