State of Education for Sustainable Development 
in Czech Republic (2005)
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in Czech Republic was so far realized mainly through Environmental Education and Public Awareness (EEPA), which is long-term developing instrument for environmental policy. ESD is separately defined only in recent years, generally in NGO projects and programmes and partially in university education programmes. In the strategic documents and legal rules ESD so far is not satisfactorily included.

Established EEPA scheme in Czech Republic to a great extent responds to ESD requirements and also it is an adequate platform for broader implementation of ESD in Czech Republic. Further instrument supporting ESD implementation is also developing scheme of LA21.

Promoting for ESD issue (and its general principles) to newly emerging strategic documents and programme scopes is addressed especially by Ministry of Environment and Ministry of education departments, further Ministry of the Interior and Ministry for Regional Development. Actually following documents are concerned: Sustainable Development Strategy of Czech Republic (2004), Economic Development Strategy of Czech Republic (2005), National Development Plan (2006), Scope of Sustainable Consumption and Production Programmes of Czech Republic (2005) etc. The expert advisory body for the whole area of sustainable development is the Governmental Council for Sustainable Development.

State of Implementation of UNECE Strategy for ESD 

In the frame of implementation of the Strategy, Governmental Council for Sustainable Development in the August 2005 initiated establishing of interdepartmental Working Group for the preparation of the National Strategy for Education on Sustainable Development. 
Objective of the working group will be elaboration of draft SWOT analysis to given issue, creation of National Strategy for Education on Sustainable Development (by 2007) and draft of operational plan for its realization. The working group will also prepare background papers for reporting towards UNECE Committee for Environmental Policy, UNESCO and other international institutions.

Czech Republic has already designated a national focal point for the implementation of the Strategy - Mr. Jakub Kaspar, director of the Department. of Public Relations, Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic.

Most of measures defined in the Strategy is being continuously practically realized in Czech Republic - whether in the scope of following Stat gprogram of EEPA, in the scope of preparing Framework programmes for all grades of schools, through National Network of Environmental Education Centers or through Network of Environmental Consulting Centers.
Important markers for ESD and EEPA in CR

Financial support:
· Since its establishment (1990), the Ministry of the Environment and Ministry of Education has supported the projects of NGO´s through a system of subsidies. 
· In the terms of measure 3.1. and 4.2. in the Operational Program of Development of Human Resources (funds of the European Social Fund) Ministry of Education and Ministry of Environment supports ESD and EEPA area (starting 2005). 
· The activities in the framework of EEPA and ESD are to different extent supported by means of subsidy programmes and direct orders from all of 14 regional authorities (NUTS III).
Policy, regulatory and operational framework:
· Act No. 123/1998 Coll., on the right to information on the environment, which defines concepts encompassed in this area, was approved in 1998 (amendment in 2005). It also contains § 13 according to central and regional authorities are obliged to support enlightenment and education of the general public in the area of environmental protection with special emphasis on education of children and youth.

· The State Program of Environmental Education and Public Awareness in the Czech Republic was approved in a Government Resolution in 2000 together with the Action Plan for 2001 - 2003 and the continuation of the Action Plan for 2004 - 2006 was approved in 2003, introducing complex approaches to education and public awareness in the interest of sustainable development. 
· Since 2003 The Regional EEPA systems have been created at the level of the Regions (NUTS III). 

· A curricular reform (education contents reform). It was introduced in 2004 by adopting of new educational act. It has established the Framework Education Programmes as a form of education contents decentralization. Based on it primary schools create an individual school education plan in which they encompass i.e. environmental issues as cross-sectional theme. The reform newly accents importance of key competencies in accordance to ESD principles.
· The Strategy of Sustainable Development in the Czech Republic was accepted as a state document in the end of 2004. One of its priorities is a care of human resources and education for sustained development.

· Education for sustained development with an accent of environmental education is a part of National Program of Educational Development. One of priorities of educational policy in the Czech Republic is enlightenment for educational development, environmental education.

Tertiary education:
· In CR SD issue is not adequately represented in university educational programmes. There are only 2 educational programmes clearly oriented to SD issues. Representation of SD-oriented subjects in university education programmes is nevertheless growing. Especially pedagogic and natural history faculties, but even economic and technical faculties and schools are concerned (Over 100 studying branches at high schools are aimed at ecology, protection of environment. Parts of the studying program are doctor studies in the mentioned branches at high schools.) The tertiary education system itself is calling for more accentuated orientation and interconnection with practice, research and development strengthening, furthermore higher openness (including internationally) and transparency of education.

· At university ground long-term expert discussion is taking place on contents and range of knowledge and skill minimum for students of teaching on environment, sustainable development and environmental education. An expert discussion is taking place as well in area of EEPA and ESD practical implementation to education system generally.

Further education:
· Participation on further education in CR is very low compare to Europe. One of the reasons is archaic additional education system, which has demotivational impacts. The issue is addressed in actual strategic documents and it should be dealt by an act in preparation of additional education. 
· In the scope of further education programmes actually minimum of SD-oriented programmes exists.

· The Standard of further education of teachers in EEPA has been created (2005).
Research & Development:
· Research and development oriented to EEA and ESD issues are marginal in CR. This is to a large extent caused by state non-detaching of ESD issue as separate area of support in the framework of research and development. Currently a framework for support of ESD indicators and certifications of ESD and EE programs is creating.
Informal education:
· Systematic supporting of informal education on SD in CR is not so far established.

Tools and materials to ESD:
· Specialized periodical or Internet portal given directly to ESD in CR still do not exist. There are some portals partly related to ESD and some formal materials applied to EEPA significantly touching ESD issues. On the contrary for EEPA issue itself there are series of formal tools and materials, specialized periodicals and Internet portals in CR.
