BELARUS ON THE WAY TO THE DECADE OF EDUCATION 

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT in 2005 - 2015
The decision of any problems should be begun from education of those people, who will be involved. D.I.Mendeleev

Belarus as one of the founders of the United Nations - actively supports the worldwide course for sustainable development in foreign and domestic policy. It changes priorities and mechanisms of achieving sustainable development under the impact of the world and national experience. 


 Change of priorities. Implementing Agenda – 21” it became more and more obvious, that only global political agreement on sustainable development is not enough. In 1997 Belarus in conformity with its earlier commitments drafted the first National Concept and Strategy of the national development. The economic approach was chosen as the top priority of this Concept. The Ministry of Economy was the only executioner. However most of the expectations failed again. At the same time the invaluable experience of the «Strategy of sustainable development of Belarus: continuity and updating» (Minsk 2003) turned to be very important for the preparation of the new «National strategy of sustainable social and economic development for the period until 2020».

The government adopted the document in June, 2004. Many other ministries and departments, representatives of NGOs, UN representatives in Belarus were involved in preparation of this document alongside with the Ministry of Economy. Problems of environment and economy were given the top priority in this document. 
The current crisis in the society (and in the education system) is caused not by political, economic or environmental reasons, but by the cultural phenomenon of distinction in speed and mechanism of information accumulation by the person and the society. Each person regardless of his or her education knows less and less share from the knowledge created by mankind. Consequently it has worse guidance in his decision making. We can get out of this crisis only by reforming science, education and the communication technologies, by putting the existing information and knowledge into order so that everyone can easily access it. The processed information and knowledge should be applied to train people how to use it in proper decision making. 

 Prospect. During preparation and consideration of the new National strategy it became obvious that ecological and education for sustainable development division is necessary. It is the education for sustainable development that becomes the main engine and a priority of a modern society in its movement on the global and national level to sustainable development. The Concept of sustainable development got the support at the international conference on education for sustainable development (Minsk, 2003), in recommendations of the international scientific - practical conference on sustainable development (Minsk, 2004). It was also supported during the Week of education for sustainable development (May, 2004). At these conferences the basic ways of updating the reform of existing education system to continuous formation (education) for sustainable development were considered. They were focused on maximal development of the individual and public human capital.


While targeting the intellectual resource of highly educated youth, innovative character of the further development of the Belarus society, it is of utmost importance to carry out the radical reform of science and education, computer means of communications. The President of Belarus repeatedly states these propositions. They were included in the mid-term and long-term plans of the national development. 

The basic directions of education for sustainable development promotion.
· Accelerated development of distance education, early development of computer skills, games and business trainings, for equaling starting opportunities in getting education for residents of small and remote settlements.
· Use of psychophysiological testing of inherent characteristics of the person for optimization of his/her education and for choosing a profession. Optimum vector of the person’s development for the benefit of the society and his own;

· Formation, beginning from preschool period of education, ideology of sustainable development - feelings of responsibility for his/her own health and health of future generations, preservation of the environment, rationalization of needs.

· Creation of the educational technologies which provide cultural motivation to personal and professional growth, perception of personal freedom as the perceived necessity of observance by the person and a society of objective laws of development.

· Reduction of volumes and duration of separate stages of education due to transition from giving knowledge to training skills of independent acquiring of knowledge and its use at decision-making. Liquidation of the children's diseases caused by curriculum overload.

· Transition to general, two-stage higher education which provide on the one hand, formation of specialists for the global market of skilled work, and on the other hand, formation of national elite.

· Inclusion of elements of education for sustainable development programs in the system of carrying out local agendas in Belarus.
· Creation of equal educational opportunities for orphans.
· Introduction of the subject «sustainable development» in programs of initial and secondary schools, creation of interfaculty public faculties on sustainable development in higher school, introduction of subject «sustainable development» in courses of raising the level of school teachers and teachers of high schools skill improvement of qualification of.

· Adjustment of partnership with the nongovernmental organizations, business, the state structures (Ministry of Health, the Ministry of natural resources and preservations of the environment, the Ministry of Emergency Measures, National Academy of Science of Belarus etc.) in issues that deal with sustainable development.

Taking into account further development of these directions the national program of formation (education) for the sustainable development which can generate a new paradigm of social development in consciousness of Belarusians will be created. It will provide transition to sustainable development, to integrate the country into European and the world community.

Web-sites: www.belsd.org, www.minedu.unibel.by, http://www.humanproblem.bsu.by . 
