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Teachers’ Guide

SAMPLE LESSON PLAN

Criteria For Sustainable Development

2d edition. Moscow, “Drofa” Publishing house, 2007 (in press). 200 pp.

Goal: To raise students’ awareness of the meaning of “sustainable development”.

Students will have the opportunity to: 

· Examine the meaning of “sustainable development” using an example based on the family;
· Understand that the sustainable development of a family is similar to the sustainable development of other social, ecological and economic systems.  
Basic idea of the lesson: The basic criteria for the sustainable development of all social, ecological and economic systems, from a family to the world, are similar and often obvious.

Basic concepts: social, ecological and economic systems, the environment, the economy, nature, society, social, sustainable development. 

Methodology: Group work, discussion.
Explanation: Through carrying out the tasks, it becomes clear that the concept of “sustainable development” affects everyone, and everyone can understand it when it is seen from the point of view of a family and discussed using family issues.

The group work should be carried out in an organised fashion, keeping to the recommended time and focusing the students’ attention on discussing the results. 

Material and equipment: 

For students: not needed.

For the teacher: board and coloured chalk or flipchart, three sheets of A1 paper and blue, green and red marker pens. 

Preparation: Set out the classroom so that students can work in groups; each group will work at its own table, then everyone joins in the general discussion. 

PROCEDURE
1. Briefly explain the various levels on which sustainable development is important (households, local communities, villages and towns, regions, countries).  Introduce the thought that sustainable development starts with us.

2. Divide students into three or four small groups as “families”. Explain that every family has to try to solve financial and housing problems in time, and to make sure that both children and older people are provided for.

3. Tell the students what they are to do: they should brainstorm and write in their notebooks the criteria (signs) of a family’s sustainable development, keeping in mind social, ecological and economic systems – see Chapter 10 “Social, ecological and economic systems”.

4. The students then present their results.  Ask the students to read out economic criteria, then social criteria and lastly, criteria relating to natural resources. Ask each group in turn to read out their answers for one category at a time, without repeating answers.  Write the criteria on the board (or on flipchart paper), splitting them into three groups (social, ecological and economic), using a different colour for each.

6. When the lists are finished, ask the students which of the criteria can apply to a village, then a town or a country, them lastly, the whole world.  Tick the criteria which students suggest.

7.  When all the criteria for sustainable development have been discussed, lead the students to the conclusion that most of the criteria for a family’s sustainable development affect everyone, and that everyone can understand them.  Everyone can also envisage the criteria for sustainable development of other social, ecological and economic systems – these are the criteria for sustainable development.
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