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Sustainable Development? – New Possibilities for Teachers!

The “Drofa” Publishing House (Moscow, Russia) releasing the first domestically-produced methodological study guide on sustainable development in 2007
. The interdisciplinary elective course is intended for pupils in senior classes of a natural scientific and socio-economic type. The methodological study guide incorporates study aids, a reader, a collection of exercises for pupils, and also detailed methodological aids for teachers.

The course and methodological study guide takes the utmost consideration of both the needs of teachers and pupils and the need for the abovementioned changes. In particular, the authors set the following tasks.

1. To make the course demanding for pupils. In accordance with this selection of knowledge and skills, having analysed the opinions of pupils, recruitment specialists and managers in order to make the course maximally useful as in both study and daily life, and in future work independently of speciality.
Pupils receive unique opportunities that are not given by any other educational course, including the introduction of:

� Universal, general systems of rules of the development of society and nature;

� Trends of development in countries and the global community;

� Opportunities to plan success in their life.

And all this through education in interactive activities, most natural to children and adults as the next task is

2. To make the course highly interesting, so that it becomes a favourite subject. In this regard, the course anticipates activities, games, solving practical life-important problems and material specially created to take into account the particularities of senior pupils’ perception to aid study set out in the form of a dialogue, consistently addressed to the pupils’ experience.
Usually, a textbook appears first and a methodology is only provided years later. In the case of the course “Society, Environment, Economics: Sustainable Development” the inexpensive, two-volume methodological study guide includes not only a description of methods, but also a detailed explanation of each class (including tests) and a thorough glossary of terms.

3. To ensure that pupils are prepared to make responsible moral choices in difficult circumstances. With this aim, the course is based on the method of prioritising moral values, including exercises and assignments, helping pupils to form an “immunity” when coming into contact with views contradictory to the principles of sustainable development.
4. To make the course demanding for teachers, to ensure professional development and to support teachers. The methodological approach of the course is unique: all classes are interactive. But the teacher will not need to search for guidance on adapting to new methods: the teaching aids incorporate the best methodological experience, including recommendations on the methods of problematic and developing education, development of critical reasoning, prioritising moral values, and case studies, ensuring the interest of pupils and their enthusiasm for studying the course. Plans for each class save the teacher from having to spend time on lesson preparation.
Teaching on the modern basis enriches the methodological experience of teachers and allows them to improve:
� Professional skill,

� Qualifications,

� Effectiveness in teaching other disciplines.

5. To make the course useful for educational establishments: to increase the competitiveness, improve the image, develop self-government and attract additional funds. Involving educational establishments in the planning and implementation of a programme of sustainable development, the course, per se, represents a new model of education

6. To take into consideration the interests of pupils’ parents: to ensure that spare time in school is spent on socially and environmentally significant activities, to facilitate the preparation for independent life, future careers and resolving “adult” problems.
According to specialists who have examined the course, “the course’s methodological aids are clear success for the authors”. The course contents are founded on the latest information which, in the opinion of the experts, “favourably distinguishes the course from other disciplines”. “Almost every topic can be explored in the module”, by solving particular educational problems, for example, the study of the foundations of systems theory, sustainable development, forecasting, strategic planning and project management. As a whole, the course allows one to become aware of the logic of human development and the biosphere, one’s own contribution to the progress of one’s village, town, micro-district, country and the global community

According to comments from pupils who participated in probation of the course, “the course covers all the subjects which will come in useful in life”, “the course has been created to help us pupils improve our lives”. According to teachers’ reviews, “the course guarantees pedagogical growth and improved social status for the teacher”, “it makes the study of other school subjects more effective.”

There are a number of variations to the course of study:

1) in schools – as the study of theoretical material with the completion of practical exercises and independent work, which comply in full with the realisation of the idea of the course, ensure the greatest educational effect and facilitate the completion of the programme of sustainable development in schools – total class time 72 hours;

2) in schools – as the study of theoretical material as an independent elective course – total class time 36 hours; 

3) in schools – as the completion of practical exercises and independent work – study projects, practical work (which is provided for in the fourth block of the educational curriculum Russia) – total class time from 36 to 72 hours; the profile of the teaching creates additional opportunities to introduce the course to the school programme;
4) in schools – in optional classes for pupils from the eight class onwards
5) in schools and further education establishments, workshops – as a separate theme or module;

6) in schools and further education establishments, workshops – as a system of projects aimed at improving the condition of the environment.

The course has undergone approbation in schools and pedagogical higher education institutes and can be successfully applied to the higher education system: 
· in pedagogical universities; 

· universities where sustainable development is regarded as a basic course with subsequent detailed elaboration in special courses;

· in institutes of higher education where disciplines related to sustainable development are not among the core disciplines.
The uniqueness of the content and methodological framework of the course make the methodological study guide indispensable for methodologists, and also for specialists and all who are interested in the interaction between society and nature, the comprehensive solution of socio-environmental problems, systematic analysis, theory and practical management, of sustainable development.

Let us add that “Society, Environment, Economics: Sustainable Development” – is the only course for which a comprehensive system of support for teachers has been created: you can always address questions to ASEKO – the Association for Environmental Education, Russia, – and will be sure to receive a reply. Besides advice, the comprehensive system of support for teachers of the course includes:

· training seminars for teachers to familiarise themselves with the course a-s-e-k-o.narod.ru/seminar (currently in Russian, the English version is available on a request);

· a project competition, aimed at the comprehensive solution of socio-environmental-economic problems and improving the quality of life of local communities on the basis of sustainable development; 
· an award “Excellent of environmental education” – a higher symbol of social recognition for achievements of pedagogue-practitioners, working in the field of environmental education and education for sustainable development a-s-e-k-o.narod.ru/award/index.htm (in Russian);
· the first Russian language site specialised on education for sustainable development a-s-e-k-o.narod.ru/la21 (the English version is forthcoming); 

· free electronic informational and methodological bulletin “ASEKO-Inform”, which guarantees teachers the opportunity of receiving on-line information about news in the field of education for sustainable development, including news related to the particularities of teaching the course; subscription is available at the internet site a-s-e-k-o.narod.ru/bull (in Russian).
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