Information Note by THE Environment and Schools Initiatives
In June 2005 the European Council adopted a declaration on the guiding principles on sustainable development.

In December 2005 the European Council took note of the statement on the revised EU strategy on sustainable development for the next five years with the expectation that a comprehensive strategy would be adopted which comprises aims, indicators and an effective monitoring procedure.

At the beginning of 2006 the Austrian Presidency appointed the “Group of Friends of the Presidency” who would review the EU strategy on sustainable development and ensure its coherence in including all sectors.

Their consultation supported the Presidency in steering t discussions in the different committees which were directly involved in the review of the strategy on sustainable development (eg. the Education Council).

From March 13 to 15, 2006 the Austrian Presidency hosted a conference on education for sustainable development in Vienna: “Education for Sustainable Development towards Responsible Global Citizenship”, thus linking to the focus of the Dutch Presidency “Education for Democratic Citizenship”. This meeting addressed in detail and developed further the link between education and sustainability.

An aim of the Austrian Presidency was to highlight the importance of Education for Sustainable Development and to agree a strategic text on the role of education as a basis and a precondition for sustainable development in the revised EU strategy on Sustainable Development.

This was achieved as a result of the Ministers’ debate during the Education Council on May 19, 2006.

Paragraph on the role of education in the revised EU-Strategy o Sustainable Development: 

Cross cutting policIES contributing to the knowledge society 

· Education and training
1. Education is a prerequisite for promoting the behavioural changes and providing all citizens with the key competences needed to achieve sustainable development. Success in reversing unsustainable trends will to a large extent depend on high-quality education for sustainable development at all levels of education including education on issues such as the sustainable use of energies and transport systems,  sustainable consumption and production patterns, health, media competence and responsible global citizenship.

2. Education can contribute to greater social cohesion and well-being through investments in social capital and by ensuring equal opportunities, citizens´ participation especially of disadvantaged groups to achieve a higher degree of awareness and understanding of the complexity and many interdependencies in today's world. Education that provides women and men with competences that increase their employability and lead to high quality employment is also key in strengthening the competitiveness of the EU. 
3. On the basis of the Communication "i2010 - A European Information Society for Growth and Employment", the Commission and Member States should address issues such as equal opportunities, ICT skills and regional divides.

4. In the context of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), Member States could further develop their national action plans, making in particular use of the “Education and training 2010” work programme, whose objectives are focused on quality and relevance, on access for all and on the openness of systems and institutions to society and the wider world. Member States could develop education for sustainable development and targeted training for professions in key sectors such as construction, energy and transport. Special attention should be devoted to teacher training. They should also implement the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development adopted in Vilnius in 2005. Education for sustainable development should also be promoted at EU level. The European Parliament and the Council will adopt an integrated action programme in the field of lifelong learning for 2007-2013 in 2006. 


· Research and development […]

5. Universities, research institutes and private enterprises all have an essential role to play in promoting research that supports efforts to ensure that economic growth and environmental protection reinforce each other. Universities and other higher education institutions have a key role in providing education and training that equip the qualified workforce with the necessary competences to fully develop and exploit sustainable technologies. They should also contribute to low environmental impact management through interdisciplinary approaches and by building on existing networks. Creation of partnerships and cooperation between European and third country universities and higher education institutions, encouraging networking and peer learning, should be promoted.
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