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SUMMARY REPORT 

Prepared by the secretariat in consultation with the Chairperson 

1. The fourth meeting of the Expert Group on Indicators for Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) took place in The Hague (the Netherlands) on 10-12 May 2006.   

2. The meeting was attended by the members of the Expert Group who are experts designated by 
governments and by intergovernmental, international, regional, and non-governmental organisations (see 
the annexe 1). The meeting was chaired by Mr. Roel van Raaij (the Netherlands).  

3. The meeting adopted its agenda and agreed on the working procedures.  

4. The Chairperson informed the experts of the relevant outcomes of the EU Presidency Conference 
on “ESD towards responsible Global Citizenship” (Vienna, 13-15 March 2006) insofar as these 
concerned Indicators for ESD and the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD. He welcomed the 
Resolution adopted by the participants of the Conference, which recommended, among other, that the EU 
takes concrete steps towards acceptance, support and facilitation of the implementation of ESD, as stated 
in the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development across the EU and its neighbourhood, 
with the involvement of all relevant sectors and stakeholders. Furthermore, he stressed that the indicators 
developed by the Expert Group would greatly contribute to the implementation of the UNECE Strategy 
for ESD by assessing the progress and the effectiveness of implementation. 

5. The secretariat has prepared an overview of the revised consolidated set of indicators               
(EG on ESD Indicators-4/3) to facilitate the further work of the Expert Group. A compilation of 
comments by experts to the consolidated set was made available for the consideration by the experts, as 
appropriate (EG on ESD Indicators-4/2).  

6. The Expert Group stated that no single indicator or sub-indicator should be seen as indicative of 
quality in its own right. Rather, it is the combination of answers that will indicate the state of progress in, 
and the effectiveness of, implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD. The experts stressed that the 
indicators and the reporting mechanism are meant not “to compare” but rather to enable countries of the 
region to “learn and develop” in the area of ESD, so that the region becomes a “learning region”. Progress 
over time in implementing ESD could be seen by assessing the progress following the reporting for each 
of the three implementation phases of the Strategy (2007, 2010 and 2015). The Experts suggested using 
data for 1 January 2006 as baseline data. 

7. The set comprises 18 indicators with 48 sub-indicators structured according to the 6 issues for 
reporting, which follow the objectives of the Strategy. There are 45 qualitative sub-indicators and 8 
quantitative, of which 5 are of a dual nature. The sub-indicators are of several types: 11 sub-indicators are 
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“checklist”, 29 are “input” (of which 1 is of a dual type), 8 are “output” and 1 is “outcome”. The format 
of indicators/sub-indicators consists of two parts: a “yes/no1” part and a “descriptive” part.  

8. The set of indicators includes, in addition to specification of the type of indicator, information on 
“means and sources of verification”, and is meant as guidance to help National Focal Points find the 
information necessary to complete the indicators. It was stressed that in some countries the information 
might be available in sources relevant to “environmental education” or “development education”, which 
might not necessarily be viewed as ESD but which could nevertheless provide relevant information for 
populating the indicators on ESD.  

9. The assessment mechanism behind the indicators is based on the answers to the sub-indicators 
that would provide input into the indicator’s assessment. The conclusion was reached that it is not feasible 
to sum up the answers to the sub-indicator in a quantitative way to build sound data for the indicator as 
such. Therefore, the indicator has to be presented as a qualitative judgment of the sub-indicators. To 
evaluate the answers provided in the annexed templates-tables, and consequently assess the sub-
indicators, the Expert Group has developed an “assessment key”. Following the “tailor-made” approach a 
variety of rankings is used, expressing numbers, percentage, amounts and state of a process. To ensure 
consistency across the indicator set, these are expressed as a six-category scale from A (minimum) to F 
(maximum). 

10. The Experts encouraged countries to undertake a so-called self-assessment exercise, following 
the completion of the reporting format. This would imply for countries on voluntary basis to self-assess 
the status of the implementation of the respective indicator on the basis of the answers to the sub-
indicators. The self-assessment exercise would be a valuable addition to the information provided in the 
Reporting Format and would help to minimise, to the extent possible, the subjectivity of the conclusions 
drawn by an independent expert when preparing a synthesis reports on progress in implementing the 
Strategy across the region. Moreover, the self-assessment would provide countries with the opportunity to 
reflect on the national progress in implementing the Strategy.     

11. On the basis of the set of indicators and the outline of the reporting format agreed by the Steering 
Committee in 2005, the experts provided recommendations to the Chairperson and the secretariat for 
developing a template for reporting to be used by the National Focal Points (NFPs) on ESD for preparing 
the National Implementation Reports (NIRs) for the pilot voluntary reporting in phase I (2007), and for 
reporting in phase II (2010) and phase III (2015). In addition, the experts stressed the need to prepare an 
informal guidance for reporting in order to facilitate the completion of the template by the NFPs. This 
guidance would include the compilation of available information on the methodology and procedure 
behind the indicators contained in various documents. The Expert Group also stressed the usefulness of a 
wide dissemination of the NIRs to the relevant bodies at the national level and recommended to the 
Steering Committee that NIRs would be translated into the ECE official languages. 

12. The Expert Group emphasised the need to have a multi-stakeholder participatory process in 
preparing the NIRs. They strongly recommended that prior to the submission of the report to the UNECE 
secretariat by the designated NFP on ESD, the preparatory process should involve all concerned 
authorities, education institutions and other relevant stakeholders at the national level.  

13. Although the ”yes/no” part of sub-indicators is required to be reported on in Phase I (by 2007) 
and the “descriptive” part in Phase II (by 2010), the Expert Group proposed to encourage countries to 
report on the full set of indicators at the end of each phase, to the extent possible, in line with a country’s 

                                                 
1 A “no” answer should be selected also in the case of “not applicable”, and explanation provided on why it is not 
applicable. 
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progress in implementing the ESD. Those countries that volunteered to participate in a pilot reporting 
already in Phase I (by 2007) were advised by the Expert Group to report on the full set to the extent 
possible. Other countries that are not ready for the pilot reporting were invited to complete only the 
“yes/no” part and, if feasible, also the “descriptive” part. This exercise would replace the initially 
foreseen questionnaire and its results will lay down the basis for preparing the first progress report on 
implementation of the Strategy for the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, 
10–12 October 2007). 

14. The Expert Group considered that the current set of indicators reflects the state of art and it is the 
best possible result in accordance with the UNECE Strategy itself, the mandate of the Expert Group, the 
availability of data and methodology, and the common understanding between different countries, 
educational systems, cultures and languages. They stressed that the current set of indicators would 
possibly require a revision following the first reporting exercise and the feedback received from the 
countries on the workability and feasibility of the indicators and requested information for reporting. 
Therefore, the Expert Group requested the Steering Committee to extend its mandate to allow for a fifth 
meeting to revise the set of indicators, if needed, in time for preparing the report for the possible next 
meeting of the Steering Committee, provided its mandate would be extended at the Belgrade Conference.  

15. The Expert Group stressed that the indicators developed for the reporting on the implementation 
of the UNECE Strategy on ESD would provide valuable input into the UN Decade on ESD. Most of the 
indicators, as well as the methodology used for their development, could be adapted and used by other 
regions, and therefore could serve to governments and stakeholders as an efficient tool to assess the 
progress in ESD within the UN Decade on ESD.  

16. The Expert Group agreed that the Chairperson with support form the secretariat would submit the 
progress report on developing indicators for ESD, including the template for reporting, for the 
consideration by the second meeting of the Steering Committee on ESD (4-5 December 2006). 
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Annexe 1 

List of participants  
Chairperson: Mr. Roel van Raaij (the Netherlands) 

 
Armenia  
Ms. Gayane Pogosyan  
Ministry of Education and Science 
Leading Specialist 
2, Borian Str., app. 44  
Yerevan, Armenia  
Phone:  +374 10 64 01 50 
Fax:  +374 10 58 39 33. 
E-mail: gayane_surenovna@yahoo.com , khazer@nature.am 
 
Austria 
Mr. Christian Rammel 
Expert of the Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Culture 
Systemic Sustainability Solutions – Consulting OEG 
Executive Director 
Akkonplatz, 4/19 
A-1150 Vienna, Austria 
Phone:  +43 (0) 198 56 013 
Mob:  +43 (0) 699 122 30 626 
E-mail: christian.rammel@univie.ac.at 
 
Germany 
Ms. Inka Bormann  
Freie Universität Berlin 
Fachbereich Erziehungswissenschaft und Psychologie 
Arbeitsbereich Erziehungswissenschaftliche Zukunftsforschung 
Arnimallee 9 
D-14195 Berlin, Germany 
Phone:  +49 (0) 30 83855266 
Fax:      +49 (0) 30 83875494 
E-mail: bormann@institutfutur.de   

 
Greece 
Mr. Michael Scoullos  
Expert of the Hellenic Ministry for Education and Ministry for the Environment, 
Physical Planning and Public Works  
12 Kyrristou St., 105 56 Athens, Greece 
Phone:  +30 210 324 7490 /267 
Fax:  +30 210 331 7127 
E-mail: Mio-ee-env@ath.forthnet.gr 
 
Lithuania 
Ms. Laima Galkute  
Expert of the Ministry of Education and Science 
Institute of Journalism at the Vilnius University 
Vilnius, Lithuania 
Phone/fax:  +370 52 68 7159 (office) 
Mob:        +370 65 06 06 11             
E-mail: laima.galkute@ij.vu.lt  
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The Netherlands 
Mr. Roel van Raaij (Chairperson)  
National Coordinator 
Senior officer - strategy and information 
Secretary of the national Steering Committee on 
Learning for Sustainable Development 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food quality 
P.O. Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague, The Netherlands 
Phone:  +31 70 378 50 11 
Fax:  +31 70 378 61 46 
E-mail: r.m.van.raaij@minlnv.nl 
 
Ms. Karin Sollart   
Expert of the Netherlands’ Environmental Assessment Agency 
c/o Alterra P.O.Box 47 
6700 AA Wageningen, The Netherlands 
Phone:  +31 (0) 317 474 592 
Mobile: +31 (0) 655 346 315 
E-mail: karin.sollart@wur.nl 
 
Mr. Sjoerd Croque 
Assistant to the Chairperson 
Department of Knowledge 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food quality 
PO Box 428 
6710 BL Ede 
The Netherlands 
Phone:  +31 318 822 836 
Fax:   +31 610 691 573 
E-mail: s.r.r.croque@minlnv.nl 
 
Ms. Machtelijn Brummel 
Programme-advisor for ESD 
Senternovem 
Catharijnesingel 59 
Postbus 8242, 3503 RE 
3511 GG Utrecht 
The Netherlands  
Phone:  +31 30 214 7898 
E-mail: M.Brummel@senternovem.nl  
 
Slovenia 
Ms. Nada Pavser  
Head 
Department for preschool education, education and sport  
Municipality of Ljubljana 
Oddelek za predšolsko vzgojo, izobraževanje in šport 
Resljeva 18, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 
Phone:  +38 601 30 64 028; 
Fax:  +38 601 30 64 012; 
E-mail: nada.pavser@ljubljana.si  
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Sweden 
Ms. Ulla-Stina Rykyng  
Expert of the Ministry of Education, Research and Culture 
Rönnbärsv. 22  
135 42 Tyresö  
Sweden  
Phone:  +46 87 12 38 92 (home) 
Mobile: +46 70 736 57 65  
E-mail: us@ryking.com  

 
United Kingdom 
Mr. Steve Leman  
Principal Research Officer 
Department for Education and Skills 
Strategic Analysis: Economics, International and Demographics 
W606 MOORFOOT Sheffield 
South Yorkshire S1 4PQ 
UK 
Phone: +44 (0) 114 25 935 23     
Fax: +44 (0) 114 25 235 50 
E-mail: stephen.leman@dfes.gsi.gov.uk 
 
European ECO-Forum NGO Coalition  
Mr. Paul Vare  
Learning South West 
Regional Developments Manager 
Bishops Hull House, Bishops Hull 
Taunton, Somerset, TA1 5EP, United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 1823 365 448 / 335 491 
Fax:  +44 1823 323 388 
E-mail: paul_vare@learning-southwest.org.uk  
 
Secretariat 
Ms. Angela Sochirca  
Environmental Affairs Officer 
Environment and Human Settlements Division 
Economic Commission for Europe 
Palais des Nations 
8-14 avenue de la Paix 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Phone:  +41 22 917 2064 
Fax:  +41 22 917 0107 
E-mail: angela.sochirca@unece.org  

 


