
SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT 

WORK SESSION: IMPLEMENTING A STRATEGY FOR 

Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)

HEERLEN, THE NETHERLANDS

20-23 OCTOBER 2004

( PARTLY TO COMBINE WITH EADTU CONFERENCE AT OPEN UNIVERSITY)
Dear Colleagues,

Due to the Dutch presidency of the EU in the second half of 2004, and due to the Dutch programme ‘Learning for Sustainable Development 2004-2007’, we kindly invite you for a work session ‘Implementing a strategy for ESD’.

As well in the (UNESCO) Decade for Education as in the UNECE- strategy for ESD is the further implementation a responsibility of the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Education. Other governments can also contribute to develop a National Action Plan for ESD.

ESD contains formal as well informal education, and the participation of a great number of stakeholders is desirable.

Each country has to consider how to develop an (national) action plan and implement ESD. As suggested in the UNECE strategy and the UNESCO Framework for DESD, a lot of measures and actions can be considered. 

Some countries already have a strategy or action plan, others have to organise a new structure for this. In the work session we intend to discus good-practices on the level of strategies, action plans, implementation, policies supporting ESD. It would be interesting for all colleagues who will be in charge for leading this process in their own country to meet and learn from each other.

The work session will be held on 20-23 October 2004 in Heerlen (south part of the Netherlands). Topics to discuss are: UNECE-strategy for ESD and Decade for ESD, practical examples for action.

On Wednesday 20 and Thursday morning 21 October it will be a small gathering for people involved in ESD action plans, as on Thursday afternoon 21, Friday 22 and Saturday 23 October we shall continue the meeting together with the EADTU conference. Within this conference there will be a integraterd programme about the ‘Decade for ESD’ where the methods, instruments and projects about the concretising of the ESD will be discussed. 

Other aspects of the conference like using ICT, distance learning, mass communication etc. can give interesting insights for a National Action Plan for ESD.

Global Program:

Wednesday 20 October

	Morning: 

Arrival / check in

(lunch) 

Afternoon: 

Opening with a plenary presentation about ESD / Decade for Sustainable Development

Workshop: national action plans; experiences from different countries

(Dinner) 

Workshop: formal education and the role of curriculum


Thursday 21 October

	Morning:

Workshop: coöperation between Ministries; 

responsibilities between Ministry of environment and Ministry of Education.

Workshop: balance between formal – informal education: 

case the Baltic 21 process

(Here starts the integration with the EADTU conference)

Afternoon:

Keynote presentations about ESD and The Göthenburg Consultation (with Carl Lindberg, State Secretary of the Swedish Ministry of Education and Science and Mark Rutte, Minister of Education in the Netherlands)

EADTU:
Lectures about: Government and institutional context, reasearch and development, educational policy and practice.

(Dinner at Castle Hoensbroek, Thijs Wöltgens, president Open University Netherlands)


Friday 22 October

	Morning:

Presentations about  (Decade of) Education for Sustainable Development, Dutch National Program Learning for Sustainable Development etc..

Keynote speakers : Hans van Ginkel (UN University Tokyo); Dick Lageweg (UNESCO);Jake Reynolds (World Business Council for SD).

In the second half of the morning there will be two parallel excursions:

· to the CNME, a centre for nature and environment education and 

· to the Industrion, a museum about industry and society. 

At the CNME there will be a lecture ESD as a tool for citizenship, and at the Industrion there will be a lecture about science centres as meeting points for formal and informal learning.

Afternoon

6-8 Presentations about knowledge creation for sustainable development, global communication for children, auditing instruments for sustainable development in higher education etc.. 

Parallel at the presentations there will be a infomarket with structured presentations of products, services and developments in ESD for secondary and higher education.

For other interests :EADTU presents four sessions on: educational and professional profiles, accessibility, mobility, personalisation, life-long-learning, learning communities, decade of education for sustainable development.

(Dinner at Fort St. Pieter, Maastricht, Jo Ritzen, president University Maastricht)


Saturday 23 October

	Morning

A specific ESD conclusion session with recommendations for the EU ministers of Education is provided.

EADTU:

Excercises in long term strategies for mass-individualisation of (higher) education.

Leaded by a pannel with Hans van Ginkel, Rector UN University Tokyo.

Plenary closure. Here will be the Heerlen message presented, discussed, determined and consolidated with regard to educational, research and business developments and trends.

(Lunch at Open University, transportation to airports)


Conference Fee:

	· Expenses for travel and hotel for own costs, 

· Dutch Government will pay for meals, conference accomodation and keynote speakers (20-21 October). 

· The fee for the EADTU conference (€ 350,-) will also be on the Dutch account.

Nb. Hotels costs between €60,- and €100,- per night. Hotel reservations will be made by, in consultation with, the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Foodquality. Hotels are situated in Heerlen and Maastricht.

You can reach the conference by plane by the airports Schiphol and Maastricht Aachen Airport.  See www.maa.nl and www.schiphol.nl for further details about flights non-stop services and connecting services. From the airports you can reach the conference centre / hotels by public transport / taxi.




We would like to have your reaction as soon as possible.

A registration form is included.

Please send a reaction to:

r.m.van.raaij@minlnv.nl  or  j.van.swieten@minlnv.nl
and we will inform you as soon as possible on further developments.

Sincerely,

drs. Roel van Raaij

Secretary of the Dutch National Program ‘Learning for Sustainable Development’.

Registration Form

Work Sessionh and EADTU conference.
	Name
	

	Organisation
	

	Function/position
	

	Adress
	

	PC , Town, Country
	

	E-mail
	

	telephone
	

	( ) I want to attend the Heerlen meeting on 20/21 October

( ) I also want to attend the DESD/EADTU conference on 21-23 October

( ) Please make a reservation for a Hotel room :  ( ) single        ( ) double

( ) I want to contribute to the programme with:

a) workshop content: subject : …………………………………

b) information market: subject : ……………………………….

( ) I have special needs for meals: …………………………….……… 

I arrive approximately at : ………………………………………………….




You can E-mail this form to : j.van.swieten@minlnv.nl
Or Fax : +31 (0) 70 378 61 46

