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What the UK is doing on Education for Sustainable Development

· UK SD Strategy launched few weeks ago, March 2005. ESD is incorporated into it.

· DfES launched the Sustainable Development Action Plan in 2003: series of objectives for the education department and the sector.

· Dr Jake Reynolds – Senior Adviser on ESD, seconded from the Sustainable Development Commission – helping us to implement the Action Plan, and give advice. 

Examples of achievements:

· Embedding of SD into the curriculum: SD is a statutory part of 4 statutory subjects (citizenship, science, design & technology, geography) for 11-14 year olds. 

· Scottish Executive is reforming the school curriculum to allow more space for sustainable development.  

· Scotland is also developing its own strategy for SD, which will include education. 

· The global aspect is a key part of ESD and DfES launched its International Education Strategy last November, which explains how we are teaching pupils to be responsible global citizens. 

· Building Schools for the Future – massive rebuilding of schools across England 

· Development a school specific method of environmental assessment that will apply to all new school buildings. 

· As the Prime Minister said, sustainable development will not just be a subject in the classroom; it will be in its bricks and mortar, and the way the school uses and even generates its own power. 

Challenge

How to make ensure ESD is taught once people leave school?

1. Further and Higher Education strategies for SD launched by the respective funding councils: Learning and Skills Council, and the Higher Education Funding Council for England.

2. SD will be embedded into the curriculum of the National School of Government e.g. policy making and strategic leadership. 

3. DfES keen that Sustainability Literacy becomes a core competency for graduates. Working with Forum for the Future (a non-Governmental organisation) and the education sector and employers to embed sustainability literacy into courses. 

What the UK can do to help implementation of the ESD strategy in other countries

1. Closer engagement with those seeking cooperation
· Possible bilateral dialogues with EECCA countries, to determine their priorities

· Focus on capacity building

· We can help meet the needs they have identified, through improved donor coordination

· Partners for Environmental Cooperation (PECE) is a partnership of UK-based private sector, public sector and civil society organisations, brought together with the aim of improving the environment and promoting SD in EECCA region. ESD and capacity building are priority themes for PECE projects.

· We would welcome an exchange of experiences of implementing ESD with other countries. Case study evidence would be particularly useful.

2. Provide funding
· Defra will provide funding of £50,000 [approx $96,000 or 71,600 euros] this financial year to the UNECE Secretariat, to help with its work in implementing the ESD Strategy.

· Defra is providing co-funding for PECE projects through its Environment for Europe fund. It allocated £200,000 in 2004-05 and will allocate a further £250,000 in 2005-06.

