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Good afternoon, Madame Chair, Excellencies and Colleagues,

Given the time limit, I shall limit myself to only three of the important questions raised by the Chair: 1. Is the Strategy Sufficient?, 2. What are the Obstacles?, and 3. How can these be overcome?

Let me first just share with you some information. Just as regulation which promotes Sustainable Development has increased in Malta over the last decade, so too has the incidence of both formal and informal ESD. I can mention just a few examples: The introduction of Eco-schools, the increased inclusion of social & environmental studies in school syllabi, various initiatives by the Environment Ministry & the Environmental Authority, including the “Green Leaders” initiative across the civil service. There are many more.

Malta is also currently finalising its draft National Strategy for Sustainable Development which does include reference to ESD, and which conforms with the principles outlined in this Strategy, however a fully fledged strategy for ESD per se is not in place Malta. The Strategy will therefore be a particularly useful tool for us. And, let me take therefore this opportunity to sincerely thank the UNECE and in particular the drafting group, for the hard work that went into this strategy.  

I should also mention that the National Minimum Curriculum will shortly be reviewed which also provides an opportunity for implementation of the ESD.  In short, the timing of this initiative is right.

As to the sufficiency of the Strategy, I would like to emphasize that the Strategy of ESD will need to be dynamic and it is important that it has built-in mechanisms to be reviewed.  Moreover, considering that UNECE has the pioneering role in ESD, as mentioned yesterday, then it is particularly important to explore avenues of co-operation with UNESCO, but also with the other regional commissions (ESCWA, ECA), the UNEP’s MAP, etc. Here I re-iterate the point made earlier on the need to simplify reporting.

I would like to speak a little about obstacles. “Forewarned is forearmed” and we all need to be realistic about possible obstacles. The main difficulty in Malta to date has been the absence of a proper strategy, within which such initiatives are undertaken.  A related problem is that efforts have tended to be sectoral. But were a strategy to be in place, the absence of an adequately resourced functions to co-ordinate such a strategy will probably prove to be one of the major obstacles. Still another possible obstacle for us all is that the Strategy may be construed in terms of policies that the “someone else” must implement.  We should all be careful not to have a strategy that lacks ownership, resources, promotion, and monitoring.

Do allow me to emphasize that for a small country like Malta with a very limited resources – population of 400,000 – the capacity issue is a very real one.

How do we tackle these obstacles? It is important that the Strategy be nationally institutionalised and organised as an on-going process rather than a one-off activity. National capacities for the implementation of the strategy need to be strengthened.   At the same time it is important not to duplicate structures and resources where suitable ones already exist. Given that sustainable development is multi-sectoral and multi-levelled, it is important also to ensure coherence between the different sectors, layers and actors in government departments, the private sector and civil society, in the implementation of the strategy. The Strategy should be seen as belonging to the country as a whole, but there should be sets of actions to be implemented by identified agencies, and linked to measurable targets.  

Let me conclude by thanking our hosts, particularly for the lovely evening last night. The Vilnius Framework for Implementation will bring to my mind not only Education for Sustainable Development, but also the wonderful hospitality of Lithuania.
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