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Representing the Hellenic Ministries of Education and Environment, I wish first to express my thanks and congratulations to the Task Force and all experts for an excellent job – in which Greece took an active part - , which resulted in the text of Strategy we have in front of us today. We can consider the compilation of the Strategy as natural follow-up of the Thessaloniki Conference in 1997. Greece is supporting the principles and suggestions described in the text of the Strategy.

In fact, Greece has shown many initiatives towards Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). I could mention, for instance, the initiative to link the Strategy with the UN-Decade for ESD in a special event held in New York in April 2004, the intention to promote the Strategy to the entire Mediterranean area in the framework of the Barcelona-Convention, the official launching of the UN-Decade in  an event to be held in Athens later this year, etc.

Education for Sustainable Development is an essential part of the Hellenic National Strategy for Sustainable Development adopted in 2002, and serves as a cross-cutting tool achieving a radical change in unsustainable production and consumption patterns.

In an attempt to review the progress of ESD in Greece, we can reach the following conclusions:

· the components of environmental education and health promotion have been developed to a satisfactory level. The great public concern about environmental degradation due to urbanization, agricultural and pastoral activities, industrial activity and a restricted use of renewable energy resources is the main cause that has raised the importance of the environmental education.

· On the other hand, the socio-economic aspects of ESD are still in the process of formation. More specifically, special modules are being developed on human rights, sex equality, voluntarism, respect to cultural diversity, and consumer needs. These modules will be embedded to the existing programme of “Olympic Education” introduced in 2000.
The main challenges in front of us are:

1) To incorporate all components of ESD, namely the environmental and socio-economic aspects into a holistic ESD-programme. This effort is in progress now, starting from the primary schools.

2) To incorporate ESD into vocational and continuing g education projects.
3) Special attention is paid in the training of educators. We feel very lucky that the educational material available is of high quality, thanks to the very active participation of our NGOs (e.g. MEDIES, The Goulandris Museum of Natural History, etc.).
4) The major challenge is, however, to implant the principles and ideas of sustainable development to all citizens.
Since the European Union is actively supporting the Strategy, we propose that aspects of the Strategy (e.g. research and development, development of indicators etc.) have to be included in the 7th  Framework Programme of the EU which is now under consideration. This action will give a substantial support to our efforts towards a sustainable development.

Vilnius Framework for Implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development

Madame Chairperson, 

Greece considers the Vilnius Framework for Implementation as a good basic framework which could facilitate the coordination of already existing activities, of newly undertaken initiatives in the region and combine them with the necessary new elements identified or to be further identified and developed during the first phase of the implementation of the Strategy. 

This is why Greece gives particular emphasis to the first years of implementation which happily coincides with the starting years of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UN DESD), led by UNESCO. We expect that in the same period initiatives planned by other competent bodies such as the Council of Europe, should be also coordinated at an early stage of their development. 

Commenting briefly on the Framework itself:

1. (a) We recognize as a key issue the varied needs in the different sub-regions of the UNECE region. This is why we have volunteered to organize the sub-regional workshop for SE Europe to be combined with the “Launching of the UN DESD for the Mediterranean”, where we will try to promote the Strategy as part of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD), hopefully in collaboration with Italy by the end of 2005.  

(b) Greece intends to continue its support to the MEdIES (Mediterranean Education Initiative for Environment & Sustainability), a Type II Initiative which supports technically the educators and produces educational material in many languages for the entire Mediterranean, including SE Europe. This initiative is also supported by Italy, UNESCO and UNEP and it is facilitated by MIO-ECSDE. Other countries are most welcome to join in.

2. For the implementation we believe that pioneering work and research will be also needed. This work is not explicitly mentioned in this Framework but we consider that it may implicitly be covered under the “good practices”. 

Greece favors the collection of and exchange of good practices and elaboration of a directory to be gradually posted on the UNECE website. 

3. The development of indicators is of high importance and we need from the beginning to clarify that we are looking for two closely related sets of indicators: 

one to evaluate the implementation and the impact of the Strategy at regional and national level and, one to evaluate ESD penetration in each country in connection to the progress of the country in sustainable development, as a whole. (The NGO statement on indicators offers useful initial input). 

4. On the Regional Coordination it is clear that the guidance for and monitoring of the efficient implementation of the Strategy is in the hands of the proposed Steering Committee, where all countries and stakeholders participate. This is normal. However, such a body, in our point of view is too big to be operational. According to Annex 1 (of the draft terms of Reference of the UNECE Steering Committee), article 4e, the Steering Committee could set up working groups, task forces and other bodies as needed. Under this provision we believe that a Bureau will be needed to be formed from the Steering Committee, ensuring the balanced representation among countries and including also other stakeholders. Greece will happily participate in such a scheme. 

Thank you Madame Chairperson. 

