UNECE High-level meeting of Education and Environment Ministries

Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005

Statement by Mr. Toivo Maimets,
Estonian Minister of Education and Science

Mr. Permanent Secretary, Ministers, Excellencies, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of Estonian Ministry of Education and Research I have a great pleasure to thank the Lead Parties Sweden and Russian Federation, meeting organizers Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science and Ministry of Environment and the UNECE Secretariat for organizing our meeting here.

In 1992 the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development brought together 179 heads of governments in Rio de Janeiro. Estonia was among the states that signed the Rio documents. Progress in achieving a sustainable development path is a long-term objective of overriding importance for the Estonian Republic. 

At legal level in Estonia the Education for Sustainable Development has already been a part of the regular schoolwork. In January 2002 the Estonian Government adopted a new version of The National Curriculum for Basic Schools and Gymnasiums; the sustainable development is presented there as an integrated topic to all subjects to our basic and secondary education. 

We have started a more tight collaboration between Ministry of Education and Research and Ministry of Environment. 

Last April a workgroup was formed between Ministry of Education and Research and Ministry of Environment for improvement the content and implementation of environmental education and education for sustainable development in Estonia. 

On 10 March 2005 a common action memorandum was signed between the Estonian Minister of Environment and Minister of Education and Research. Ministers agreed to develop the fields of education, environment and sustainable development. 

Now we have started with developing a conceptual base for the environmental education and the education for sustainable development of formal and non-formal education. The main emphasis will be put on the curriculum development, content, teaching–learning process (process oriented learning, critical thinking, hands-on etc) and other fields as infrastructure, cooperation (state and international), institutional capacity and media (raising environmental awareness). State conception of education for sustainable development will be discussed in the Government in December 2005.
At higher education level our universities have acted as promoters of new educational ideas. Several international co-operations between universities have started for curricula, programme and course development. Tallinn Pedagogical University finished the compiling of a development strategy for state and all society "Sustainable Estonia 21“ (SE 21). The strategy development was financed by the Ministry of Environment. The SE 21 sets priority goals for policy and identifies long-term objectives/targets to be achieved by 2030 respectively. The strategy has been adopted by the Prime Ministers´ Commission on Sustainable Development and by Government.

We hope that our framework of implementation of ESD and cooperation in UNECE region will give us an opportunity to build up a sustainable future.
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