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Intervention BY Cyprus

National Action Plan for Education and Sustainability

Cyprus is in process to complete a National Action Plan for Environmental Education focalized on Sustainable development. This National action Plan has been prepared taking into consideration the main principles, aims and objectives of Education for Sustainable Development. This National Strategy encompasses nine fundamental action sectors, which are:

1. Institutional and Operational Framework for integrating Education for Sustainable Development in formal and in-formal Cyprus Educational System. (Commendation of a consultation board that will be responsible for implementing the Action Plan).

2. Establishment of a unified National Curriculum for all educational levels oriented to the key-themes of sustainable development (citizenship, peace, justice, human rights, health, consumption, poverty alleviation, overpopulation, conservation of natural resources e.t.c.). This “Green Sustainable Curriculum” will be part of formal education and will be closely related with the new methodological and pedagogical approaches that Sustainable Development demands. The focal point of this “Green Sustainable Curriculum” is the modulation of people consciousness and responsibility in order to work in a participatory way for creating sustainable societies.

3. Generation of educational tools in cooperation with other countries, NGOs and other interested sectors at national level.

4. Research and Evaluation.

5. Initial training and retraining with great emphasis on new theoretical and methodological aspects of Sustainable Development to all level of educators (teachers, managers, counselors, decision-makers).

6. Mass Media.

7.  Promoting cooperation at National and International level for implementing Sustainable Development in Cyprus.

8. Foundation of a net of Environmental Education Centers “Green Schools”. These Schools as part of the curriculum will give the opportunity to all members of the school community to investigate, analyze and resolve sustainable issues through alternative learning procedures which can be continued and extended to the school community in cooperation with various parts of school, local community and society in general. 

Obstacles and Challenges

As I have informed you yesterday, Cyprus has organized a National Strategy, which will be implemented in the next few years. Nevertheless we have to overcome some important obstacles in order to implement this relevant National Action Plan for Education for Sustainability.

a) The most important obstacle that Cyprus face for applying this plan is the lack of financial resources. Cyprus will seek to find financial support through various expenditures and international agencies, which are responsible for the implementation of National Strategies.

b)  The second obstacle has to do with the structure of the traditional Cyprus Educational System, which is centralized and fragmented at various levels. We will try to overcome this obstacle through the institution of a board of experts in Sustainable Development, which will have the responsibility to the National Strategy in a unifying way at all the educational levels.

c)  The third obstacle is to link school, community, society as a whole. In such a case we need to share the experience of other countries. Cyprus is willing to participate in international net-workings, which will give the chance to various groups of civil society to interact together and work together in order to link education with the needs of society.

These obstacles can be tackled through an effective cooperation with various sectors that are necessary to promote education for sustainability. Cyprus will benefit a lot through its participation and active involvement in international meetings, discussions and partnerships for implementing in National and International level the strategy for education for Sustainability.

