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Distinguished Co-Chairs,

Ministers,

Fellow Delegates,

As Deputy Minister of Education for the Province of Manitoba, I am very pleased to be here today on behalf of Canadian education authorities to take part in these very important discussions. I know that this feeling is shared by the other members of the Canadian delegation, who represent the province of Quebec, the federal Department of the Environment, and the Canadian Commission for UNESCO.

Canada is very pleased with the draft strategy and congratulates both Sweden and Russia for their work in coordinating the process. Canada has requested a change in paragraph 42, where we would ask that “native language(s)” be replaced with “official language(s).” This would be an important clarification for us and I believe may benefit other UNECE countries as well. We have other minor suggestions for refining the text, which we will submit to the Secretariat after this session for its consideration.

The document echoes the foundations, objectives and content of the education reform undertaken recently by most ministers of education in Canada. For instance, the document notes the challenges – the interdisciplinary nature of ESD, strengthening the involvement of civil society, and mobilizing adequate institutional and material resources. In my province of Manitoba, we have developed guidelines for integrating sustainable development concepts into all program areas in the education system and will be establishing expected outcomes for all grade levels. 

In Quebec, interdisciplinarity and connected knowledge are an integral part of the recent education reform that took place about five years ago. Quebec has recognized the need to relate disciplines to reality, and that learning is a continuous, active process in the construction of knowledge. 

On the federal side, Environment Canada is working – with the rest of the federal government, with provincial and territorial governments, with industry, with Aboriginal peoples and with stakeholders – to develop the Competitiveness and Environmental Sustainability Framework. This Framework, one of the pillars of which is informal and non-formal learning, will strengthen the health of Canadians, the environmental health of our planet, and the long-term economic competitiveness of Canada.

And, in recognition of the essential role that civil society must play, the Canadian Commission for UNESCO is actively working with its many partner organizations involved in human rights, social justice, environmental protection, and informal and non-formal learning to ensure that sustainable development is understood in the largest possible context.

The Draft Strategy also notes the important role of adult education in ESD. Canada supports this emphasis on lifelong learning.  

We also congratulate the drafters of the Strategy for making reference to the importance of traditional knowledge.  In this vein, the ESD Strategy would, in Canada’s opinion be improved, if the following were added to the end of  paragraph 17: …, but special action must be taken to conserve these refined systems of knowledge, which encourage other ways of living and other relationships between society and nature.
One of the objectives of the Strategy is to ensure that policy, regulatory and operational frameworks support ESD. In my province of Manitoba, the government has adopted a Sustainable Development Act. The purpose of The Act is to create a framework through which sustainable development (SD) is to be implemented in the provincial public sector and promoted in private industry and in society generally.

Finally, Canada supports the development of indicators and evaluation instruments for ESD and the sharing of the results of research and examples of good practices. We are pleased that UNECE is working closely with UNESCO in this area, and that the document notes the importance of not duplicating initiatives.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Strategy and to provide an overview of some of the initiatives being undertaken in Canada.
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Madame Chairperson,

Ministers,

Fellow Delegates,

Canada is in agreement that the implementation of the Framework should take place in phases. In Phase I, countries will identify what they are already doing that fits within the remit of the Strategy, including a review of current policies, legal and operational frameworks, financial mechanisms, educational activities, and the identification of obstacles and gaps.  

In this regard, in 1999, the Council of Ministers of Education, Canada – an umbrella organization that represents the ten provinces and three territories, which hold exclusive responsibility for education in Canada – produced a report titled Educating for Sustainability – the Status of Sustainable Development Education in Canada. Canada will be updating this report, but will await the criteria that the UNECE review will establish before undertaking the revisions, in order to avoid duplicating work. 

We note that Phases II and III focus on reviewing progress made by member countries. Canada supports the need for measurable results on the implementation of ESD, and periodic reviews to assess change, progress and new developments. 

Canada supports an electronic format of the compilation of good practices in education for sustainable development. In our view, it is important that UNECE work closely with UNESCO, as the lead agency responsible for the Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, again in order to avoiding duplicating work. 

Finally, Canada also supports the establishment of a small group of experts to develop indicators to measure the effectiveness of the implementation of the Strategy. We look forward to determining how Canada can contribute to this work.
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