UNECE High-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries

Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005
Intervention by Belgium on behalf of EU

EU Key messages 

( The EU could make some introductory and general remarks, leaving it to the individual Member States to intervene on the basis of the questions suggested by the Secretariat on 09.03.2005) 

1. On the UNECE Strategy (Doc. CEP/AC.13/2005/3):

· welcome the adoption of the UNECE Strategy on education for sustainable development (ESD), which is giving a fundamental contribution to the UN Decade on ESD as well as to the implementation of all major international and regional commitments for Sustainable Development (SD);

The EU is continuously promoting consideration of education, as a cross-cutting issue of major importance, in all relevant processes related to SD , including the CSD context ; recent experience at the CSD 13 preparatory meeting has shown how much still needs to be done;

· We agree that the Strategy is meant to serve as a flexible framework for countries to develop and reorientate policies and partnerships of all kind, in order to make it possible for them to address specific cultural needs and circumstances ;

· ESD requires a holistic and horizontal approach; it appears as a broad and comprehensive concept, going far beyond environmental education, and encompassing interrelated environmental, economic and social issues ; it integrates also other targeted forms of education such as education on human rights, peace, citizenship  and development ; 

· We might still be unsufficiently aware of how much ESD is demanding a fundamental reorientation away from traditional approaches to education : 

· life-long and life-wide process

· introduces examination of real life situations from an inter- and multi-disciplinary point of view 

· contains an ethical dimension ( equity, solidarity, responsability)

· underscores the importance of informal and non-formal education activities

· requiring participation, cooperation, partnership
· possible positive contribution of mass media, esp. on changing consumption patterns

· After having participated actively in the drafting of the UNECE Strategy, the EU Member States are today fully committed to implement it without delay.

2. On the draft Vilnius Framework of implementation    (Document ref. CEP/AC.13/2005/4)

· The EU welcomes the Framework of implementation as a very useful  tool for addressing  the challenges in implementing the Stategy on ESD effectively; cooperation and synergies with the activities of UNESCO on the Decade for ESD shall be sought and promoted in this regard.

· EU agrees (as stated in para.2 of the Document ) that it is important to continue to assess the needs in different subregions and to strenghten subregional cooperation, in particular in the EECCA countries and SE Europe ;

· The EU, which is actively supporting the implementation of the EECCA Environment Strategy, views ESD - and in particular the UNECE Strategy in this field - as an important basic element of the Environment Strategy, which can contribute significantly to its sustainable implementation ;

· As regards the activities proposed  under the Framework as to facilitate the  initial implementation phase, the EU : 

· supports the idea of organizing subregional workshops, coordinated with relevant events taking place within other processes, and with  a broad involvement of NGOs.

· appreciates the broad involvement of all relevant stakeholders; 

· supports the proposed solution to achieve the compilation of national good practices to be publshed at least in electronic format, and to be posted on the UNECE website, in order to provide a useful and user-friendly basis for discussion at the Belgrade Ministerial ;

· agrees on the establishment of a small working group to develop a set of indicators ; experience of other multilateral actors, such as OECD and UNESCO, should be looked for.

· considers a web portal as an indispensable tool for dissemination of sharing a wide range of information, and encourages the Secrétariat to make every use of possible synergies with UNESCO in this regard ;

· On Coordination and review of implementation : 

· EU attaches great importance to monitoring the implementation of the Strategy and therefore agrees on the creation of a Steering Committee on ESD ; depending on available resources, this Committee could meet back to back with the UNECE’s CEP (Committee on Environmental Policy) ore other relevant meetings;

· EU recommends that the review of the implementation of the Strategy on ESD be integrated in the agenda  of the Environment for Europe process ;

· In the context of the CSD, its bi-annual review sessions might offer an opportunity to review not only the main themes of each cycle, but also cross-cutting issues, such as ESD ; the EU therefore suggests that the UNECE regional contribution to the CSD « Review session «  will include inputs from the review mecanism of the UNECE ESD Strategy.
· Supports the suggestion that Environmental performance reviews in the OECD as well as UNECE programmes should include an assessment of the implementation of policies in the field of ESD

· Financial Arrangements : it is up to each EU Member State  to indicate its intentions.

