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Ladies and Gentlemen! 

First of all I would like to thank the UNECE Secretariat and the Committee on Environmental Policy in particular as well as the Government of Lithuania for organizing this meeting.

The Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development presented by UNECE for discussion and approval is of particular importance for my country in light of certain positive progress which has been made in dealing with challenges of environment protection. We firmly believe that the implementation of this strategy will enable the enhancement and systematization of a formal and non-formal education as well as the mobilization of adequate institutional and financial resources for education for sustainable development. 

One of the major factors for the application of ESD is the training of trainers dealing with environmental education. At the same time it is important that every trainer has sufficient information and practice at hand on the application of sustainable development principles.

One of the primary issues is the organization of education and dissemination of sustainable development principles. To facilitate the promotion of sustainable development principles in curricula of middle schools and higher educational institutions appropriate actions need to be undertaken such as: 

-
Implementation of pilot projects on sustainable development in educational institutions;

-
Development of curricula and educational facilities on environmentally sustainable development for schools and higher educational institutions:

-
Capacity building of scientific and trainers human resources and providing incentives for undertaking scientific researches in this direction;

-
Running courses on sustainable development for environmentalists and school teachers;

-
Raising awareness for the development of environmental consciousness and strengthening environmental upbringing among the public.

It should be mentioned that in recent years a lot has been accomplished in Azerbaijan, primarily by means of our internal resources, for the development of environmental public education. In order to ensure the promotion of relevant policy instruments, in 2002 a Law on Environmental Education and Awareness Raising and relevant regulatory documents were adopted in Azerbaijan. The National Programme on Environmentally Sustainable Social Economic Development approved by the President in 2003 contains a special section dealing with environmental education. In this section challenges and ways of their resolution based on sustainable development principles have been identified.

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan gives particular attention to tackling the challenges on an institutional level. To this end a division on environmental public awareness is established to deal with public awareness raising, strengthening and broadening relations with NGOs and other stakeholders as well as promoting collaboration with media.

Despite the achievements a lot remains to be done in the future and we still feel the need for a support from experienced international organizations.

We support this Strategy and believe that close cooperation in the area of environmental education will be a further step towards our integration into the European Community.

Thank you for your attention.

